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Democrats Deliver - Issues

Democrats deliver for all Americans. Yet in our scroll and skim world, a lot of folks don’t
realize how much has been done. Our hope is that this website will be a powerful resource for
educating voters on what the Biden-Harris Administration and Democrats have accomplished.
We’ve spent hundreds, if not thousands of hours, reading White House briefings, economic
reports, legislation, news articles, and studies to provide with you the most helpful points to
share with your community. It is our sincere hope that you will use this information to educate
yourself and your community whether you’re canvassing, phone-banking, posting on social
media or at a BBQ.

Navigating the document:
● On the following page is a table on contents which is hyperlinked to the relevant

section. You can also search the document.
● Issues: We've tried to cover the most important issues to Democrats, Independents and

non-Trump Republicans.
● Just the facts: Each section has brief bullet points summarizing key achievements and

then a “More Details” section where needed. (Note: There’s so much more that’s been
done than we covered but we figured most people just want a high level overview.)

● Sources: Everything cited has been sourced. We sometimes include a link if we think it
will be hard to find (ex: economic data). However, you should have no problem finding
most sources with a quick google search.

● Resources: At the end of the document, there is a PDF of all this information which you
are welcome to download and use. There are also infographics and memes that you can
use on social media. We will do our best to keep supplementing until the election.
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Abortion & Reproductive Care

SCOTUS’ Dobbs decision overturning Roe v. Wade has given state legislatures enormous
power to determine reproductive rights. In response, Democrats, President Biden, VP Harris,
and federal agencies have taken substantive action to protect the right to abortion, medical
care, contraception and privacy.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Appointed and confirmed a record-breaking 83 pro-choice federal judges in 20 months.
● Passed a bill in the House to codify Roe. (Defeated by Senate Republicans.)
● Passed a bill in the House to protect the right to interstate travel by anyone seeking a

lawful abortion. (Defeated by Senate Republicans.)
● Ensured access to emergency medical care for all patients – including pregnant

individuals and those experiencing pregnancy loss.
● Guaranteed leave for federal workers traveling for medical care.
● Protected Americans' right to travel to obtain medical care through DOJ enforcement

actions.
● Protected and expanded access to medications for reproductive care including to

medicated abortion by allowing abortion pills to be mailed to individuals.
● Protected access to contraception via the Affordable Care Act which guarantees

coverage of reproductive and preventative health care services, including free birth
control and contraceptive counseling.

● Provided increased protection for patients, providers and clinics including protecting
mobile clinics.

● Provided training and resources to clinics and providers.
● Protected consumers’ privacy from privacy violations and deceptive practices.
● Protected sensitive health information.
● Partnered with legal, privacy and technology experts to increase abortion access.
● Established an Interagency Task Force on Reproductive Health Care Access led by AG

Garland.
● Provided nationwide access to accurate information about reproductive care via

ReproductiveRights.gov.
● Partnered with volunteer reproductive rights lawyers to ensure abortion access.
● Protected access to reproductive care for service members, DoD employees, and

military families.
● Expanded Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) postpartum care

from 60 days to 12 months postpartum.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org
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● Getting out the vote because that’s the best way to ensure access to lawful abortions.
Just look at red-state Kansas in 2022. Voter turnout doubled from previous primaries
and voters successfully blocked the legislature from removing the right to abortion from
the state’s constitution by 59% to 41%. But this did not just happen because people
were mad; there was a massive GOTV effort to get young women registered to vote
and to connect with all pro-choice voters. Even 20% of Republican voters joined
Democrats! If Democrats have just two more Senators and hold the House, Roe will be
codified and abortion legal in every state.

More Details
● Appointed and confirmed a record-breaking 80 pro-choice federal judges in 19

months. 66% are BIPOC, 70% are women, 45% are women of color, and less than 7%
are white men.

● Passed a bill to codify Roe v. Wade. House Democrats passed a bill in the House to
codify Roe. (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)

● Passed a bill to protect the right to interstate travel by people seeking an lawful
abortion. (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)

● Ensured access to emergency medical care. HHS has taken steps to ensure all
patients – including pregnant individuals and those experiencing pregnancy loss – have
access to the full rights and protections of emergency medical care.

● Guaranteed leave for federal workers traveling for medical care.
● Protected Americans' right to travel to obtain medical care through DOJ

enforcement. The Department of Justice (DOJ) will take enforcement action against
states that block people from traveling safely to other states to seek reproductive care
where abortion is legal. On August 4th, the DOJ filed the first post-Dobbs lawsuit
against the state of Idaho, challenging its law that would make it a felony to perform an
abortion in all but extremely narrow circumstances.

● Protected and expanding access to medications for reproductive care including
medicated abortion. The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has taken
action to protect access to critical medications for reproductive care, including
medication used for medicated abortions. The FDA now allows abortion pills to be
mailed to individuals.

● Protected access to contraception. HHS has taken action to protect access to medical
contraception. The Affordable Care Act guarantees coverage of reproductive and
preventative health care services, including free birth control and contraceptive
counseling.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org
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● Provided increased protection for patients, providers and clinics. The Biden-Harris
Administration is taking action to protect the safety of patients and providers of
reproductive health care services, including protecting mobile clinics which have been
deployed to offer care to patients in states that have banned abortion.

● Provided training and resources to clinics and providers. HHS directed all HHS
agencies to ensure that all HHS-funded providers and clinics have appropriate training
and resources to handle family planning needs, and announced additional new funding
to bolster training and technical assistance for the nationwide network of Title X family
planning providers. (Under Trump, HHS made significant changes which reduced the
Title X network of providers and the number of low-income and uninsured clients
served by the program.)

● Protected consumers’ privacy from privacy violations and deceptive practices. The
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) is evaluating steps to protect consumers’ privacy when
seeking information about and provision of reproductive health care services in
response to concerns that states will use digital data (period tracking applications,
internet search history, text messages) to prosecute individuals who seek an abortion.

● Protected sensitive health information. HHS is taking action to protect sensitive
information related to reproductive healthcare under HIPAA. HHS’ Office for Civil Rights
is taking steps to ensure the privacy of, and nondiscrimination against, patients and
providers of reproductive health care.

● Partnered with legal, privacy and technology experts to increase abortion access.
Even before the Dobbs decision was issued, VP Harris began working with
constitutional law, privacy and technology experts to anticipate the ramifications and
actions needed if Roe was overturned. She then began meeting weekly with pro-choice
advocates, state governors and attorney generals to mobilize and defend reproductive
rights.

● Established an Interagency Task Force on Reproductive Health Care Access. The
Task Force will be responsible for coordinating federal interagency policy-making and
program development, and will be led by Attorney General Merrick Garland.

● Provided nationwide access to accurate information about reproductive care. HHS
launched ReproductiveRights.gov, which provides timely and accurate information
about reproductive rights and access to reproductive health care.

● Partnered with volunteer reproductive rights lawyers to ensure abortion access. The
Attorney General and the White House Counsel have partnered with private pro bono
attorneys, bar associations, and public interest organizations to ensure legal
representation of patients and providers.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org
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● Protected access to reproductive care for service members, DoD employees, and
military families. The Department of Defense (DoD) is ensuring access to reproductive
health care services for DoD employees and military families. Military healthcare
providers will continue to fulfill their duty to care for service members, military
dependents and civilian personnel who require pregnancy termination in the cases of
rape, incest, or to protect the life of the mother.

○ Note: The Hyde amendment prohibits the use of federal funds to pay for
abortion, except to save the life of the woman, or if the pregnancy arises from
incest or rape. Biden previously advocated for a repeal of the Hyde Amendment.

● Expanded Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) postpartum
care. The American Rescue Plan (ARP) allows states to increase pregnancy-related
Medicaid and CHIP coverage from 60 days to 12 months postpartum. To date, over
250K people have gained coverage through these Medicaid postpartum extensions.

● Getting out the vote because that’s the best way to ensure access to lawful
abortions. The resounding defeat of the GOP’s effort to ban abortion in ruby-red
Kansas was the result of a massive voter registration and get-out-the-vote effort which
doubled voter turnout! This win made clear that abortion is a critical rallying point for
Dems, Independents and even 20% of Republicans (90K Republicans voted against the
GOP). VP Harris has been working in red, blue, and purple states to increase voter
turnout to drive home the message that the way to stop the Republicans’ assault on
freedom, bodily autonomy and reproductive choice is to elect Democrats in the
midterms.

Why didn’t Democrats codify earlier? Roe v. Wade was the law of the land for nearly 50
years and every Supreme Court nominee explicitly stated in their confirmation hearings that
they would uphold Roe. In Congress, there have never been enough votes to codify Roe.
Obama only had a Dem supermajority for 24 non-consecutive working days during 2009-10 –
during which time he and Democrats passed the historic Affordable Care Act and rescued the
economy.  Further, relatively low voter turnout in every election between 2000 to the present
have allowed Republicans to consolidate sufficient power in state and federal legislatures,
governorships and SCOTUS to overturn Roe and ban or severely restrict abortion access.
Indeed, for the majority of voters, codifying Roe has not been a priority until now. This was
most evident in 2016 when Hillary Clinton and others warned voters that Roe would be
overturned if Trump won.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org
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Bipartisanship

After serving more than three decades in the Senate, President Biden understands the
necessity of bipartisanship. While some have criticized his call for bipartisanship, the reality is
bipartisanship is essential to passing meaningful legislation, especially with the filibuster
(which requires 60 votes in favor to overcome opposition on all but a few bills a year), a 50-50
Senate and 220-210 Dem House. Despite the highly partisan environment, the Biden-Harris
Administration and the Dem majority managed to pass over 150 bills with bipartisan support,
including 11 historic pieces of legislation:

● Safer Communities Act (2022)
● PACT Act (2022)
● CHIPS and Science Act (2022)
● Postal Service Reform Act (2022)
● Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act (2022)
● Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization (2022)
● COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act (2021)
● Ending Forced Arbitration of Sexual Assault and Sexual Harrassment Act (2022)
● Juneteenth National Independence Day Act (2021)
● Victims of Crime Act (2021)
● Omnibus Reconciliation Bill (2022)

More Details
Safer Communities Act (SCA) (June 2022)
In response to the Uvalde mass shooting, Democrats were finally able to overcome the
Republicans’ and the NRA’s 30 year block on gun control legislation. Though more needs to be
done (and can be done with more Dem senators and reps), the SCA makes our communities
safer by enforcing common sense gun laws, investing in community violence intervention,
programs, expanding mental health support services for young people, hiring more social
workers and crisis responders, funding community policing, and improving accountability for
police officers.

Key Points:
● The first gun control law signed into law in 30 years!
● Requires background checks for buyers under 21.
● Disarms domestic abusers by closing the “boyfriend loophole.”

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org
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● Supports state red flag laws which allow removal of firearms if a person is a threat to
themselves or others.

● Provides historic funding to address the youth mental health crisis.
● Funds anti-violence prevention and community violence intervention programs.
● Cracks down on gun trafficking by passing the first ever federal laws against interstate

gun trafficking and straw purchasing.
● Funds school violence prevention efforts, training, and safety measures.
● Provides funding for accountability programs for police, and training and hiring police.

(Note: Republicans have voted 2x against funding for police.)
● Increase public safety and reduce mass incarceration by establishing the Accelerating

Justice System Reform program.

Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act (IIJA) (November 2021)
Biden and Congress passed the largest infrastructure investment in history - something Trump
promised to do and never did. IIJA will rebuild our roads, bridges and rails; reduce carbon
emissions; expand access to clean drinking water; provide high-speed internet access for all
Americans; lower energy bill costs for Americans; address the climate crisis and environmental
justice; invest in communities that have too often been left behind; and create good paying
union and clean energy jobs. It will also help ease inflation and strengthen supply chains by
making long overdue improvements to our nation’s ports, airports, rail, and roads.

Key Points:
● Creates good paying union and manufacturing jobs in the clean energy sector.
● Provides more highway lanes to reduce traffic and better roads with fewer potholes to

reduce car repairs and car accidents.
● Improves water systems and replaces lead pipes for cleaner tap water.
● Improves public transportation and adds bike lanes to keep cyclists safe.
● Invests in high-speed internet for home and work for all Americans.
● Lowers high-speed internet cost for 40% of American households.
● Dismantles the legacy of racial discrimination in city planning.
● Builds a national network of electric vehicle (EV) chargers.
● Upgrades our power infrastructure to deliver clean, reliable energy.
● Makes our infrastructure resilient against the impacts of climate change, cyber-attacks,

and extreme weather events.
● Increases US manufacturing.
● Cleans up Superfund and brownfield pollution sites.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org
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PACT Act (August 2022)
PACT Act will provide a massive expansion of benefits for 5M veterans, granting full VA
disability and healthcare benefits for veterans who suffer from illnesses due to toxic exposure
and burn pits while serving in the military. This bill was especially close to Biden’s heart given
that his son Beau died of brain cancer which was attributed to his burn pit exposure when he
served in Iraq. (Side note: In an act of political gamesmanship using veterans as the pawn,
Senate Republicans voted against the PACT Act after it passed in the House. However, after a
week of terrible press and a second vote, it passed in the Senate though 11 senators did not
vote for it -   including Romney, Lankford, Crapo, Lee, Toomey, Tillis and 6 others.

Key Points:
● Provides healthcare benefits to more than 5M vets with diseases caused by toxic

exposures while in the military.
● Provides death benefits for survivors of veterans.
● Expands health screenings for veterans.
● Extends enrollment periods for VA healthcare from 5 years to 10 years post-discharge

for post-9/11 vets and 1 year for all others.
● Establishes the VA’s newer, easier evaluation process for getting care.
● Funds health research for toxic exposure.
● Invests in upgrades to veteran hospitals.

CHIPS and Science Act (CHIPS) (August 2022)
Semiconductor chips are used in everything. During the pandemic, the US’ reliance on China for
semiconductors caused supply chain issues and raised costs on cars, computers, cell phones
and appliances.  Chips are also critical for national security. The CHIPS and Science Act, which
was widely supported by unions, the tech community and national security experts, will lower
costs for consumer goods for Americans, rebuild US semiconductor chip manufacturing, boost
manufacturing, create more jobs including over 100K+ good paying union jobs, strengthen
national security and invest in scientific research and innovation.

Key Points:
● Provides good-paying, union jobs.
● Rebuilds US microchip industry.
● Strengthens the supply chain.
● Lowers cost on consumer goods.
● Increases national security.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org
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● Invest in scientific advancement, and expand job and educational opportunities across
the US.

Postal Service Reform Act (April 2022)
Americans rely on USPS for prescription medications, consumer products, business, and
democracy (think mail in ballots).  However, burdened by unreasonable financial mandates,
unsupported by taxpayer dollars and undermined during the Trump administration, the USPS
almost didn’t survive 2020. Thankfully, our votes in the 2020 election saved the USPS. The
PSRA has ensured that USPS will have financial stability and longevity by adding
much-needed transparency to the Postal Service, enacting prospective Medicare integration,
ensuring six-days a week mail delivery, and repealing the unfair pre-funding mandate.

Key Points:
● Ends the crippling retiree health benefit pre-funding mandate.
● Ensures financial stability.
● Increases services offered and revenues.
● Improves efficiency and transparency. T
● Strengthens six-days a week mail delivery requirement.
● Integrates Medicare and reduces costs.

Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act  (March 2022)
● This landmark federal law makes lynching a federal hate crime. It has taken 200

attempts since 1900 to get this passed!

Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization (VAWA) (March 2022)
As a senator, President Biden wrote and championed the groundbreaking Violence Against
Women Act (VAWA) that first passed in 1994.  In the nearly 30 years since, he has worked to
pass legislation to renew and strengthen VAWA three times: in 2000, 2005, and 2013.
However, in 2019, the GOP Senate majority would NOT reauthorize VAWA for the first time
since 1994.  Dems, however, passed it in 2022 by including it in the 2022 Omnibus
Reconciliation Bill and were able to extend VAWA to 2027.

Key Points - the updated VAWA provisions:
○ Expanded special criminal jurisdiction of Tribal courts to cover non-Native

perpetrators.
○ Increased services and support for sexual assault and domestic violence

survivors in underserved communities (including LGBTQI+)

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org
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○ Established a federal civil cause of action for individuals whose intimate visual
images are disclosed without their consent, allowing a victim to recover
damages and legal fees.

○ Created a new National Resource Center on Cyber Crimes Against Individuals.
○ Implemented the Fairness for Rape Kit Backlog Survivors Act, which requires

state victim compensation programs to allow sexual assault survivors to file for
compensation without being unfairly penalized due to rape kit backlogs.

○ Supported rape prevention and sexual assault survivor programs.
○ Enacted the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) Denial

Notification Act to help state law enforcement investigate and prosecute cases
against individuals legally prohibited from purchasing firearms who try to do so.

○ Updated the SMART Prevention Program and the CHOOSE Youth Program to
reduce dating violence, help children who have been exposed to domestic
violence, and engage men in preventing violence.

○ Improved the healthcare system’s response to domestic violence and sexual
assault, including through enhanced training for sexual assault forensic
examiners.

○ Improved the healthcare system’s response to domestic violence and sexual
assault, including through enhanced training for sexual assault forensic
examiners.

COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act (May 2021)
Hate crimes against all Americans rose over 39% in 37 cities in 2021 over 2020. However,
across 21 cities there was a 224% rise of hate crimes against victims of Asian descent during
the same period, from 114 to 369.  To counter rising hate crimes, Congress passed the
COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act.

Key Points:
● Promotes the reporting of hate crimes and civil rights violations. The Act is

considered the single most significant piece of legislation to improve federal hate crime
data since the Hate Crimes Statistics Act of 1990.

● Incentivizes hate crime training and reporting. To incentivize  local and state law
enforcement agencies to fight hate, the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) will provide
funding to agencies that demonstrate a good faith effort to improve hate crime training
and the collection and reporting of hate crime data. If these agencies do not comply, the
DOJ may seek repayment of the grants.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org
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● Seeks to improve relationships between AAPI community and police. The Act also
focuses on strengthening relationships between police and the AAPI community
through cultural competency and language training and improved hate-crime data
collection.

Ending Forced Arbitration of Sexual Assault and Sexual Harrassment Act (March 2022)
The Federal Abritration Act was amended and now gives individuals asserting sexual assault
or sexual harassment claims under federal, state or tribal law the option to bring those claims
in court even if they had agreed to arbitrate such disputes before the claims arose.

Juneteenth National Independence Day Act (June 2021)
After 25 years of lobbying by advocates like Opal Lee, President Biden signed into law the
Juneteenth National Independence Day Act, creating a federal holiday to commemorate
Juneteenth and only the 5th federal holiday. This is the first federal holiday approved since
Martin Luther King Jr.

Victims of Crime Act (July 2021)
VCA expands the allocation of resources for the Crime Victims Fund and has resulted in an
increase of hundreds of millions of dollars of non-taxpayer funding for essential and lifesaving
services to crime victims around the country, including survivors of gender-based violence.

Omnibus Reconciliation Bill (2022)
The omnibus or reconciliation bill is a tax and spending bill that funds domestic and defense
programs and only requires a simple majority to pass (i.e. no filibuster issue). Generally,
Congress can only consider 2 reconciliation bills in a fiscal year and the reconciliation process
has only been used 22 times in 42 years. Given the obstructive GOP and filibuster issue,
Democrats have used the reconciliation process strategically to accomplish the following:

● Reauthorized the GOP-forced expiration of the Violence Against Women Act.
● Raised the maximum Pell Grant.
● Expanded childcare.
● Funded building more affordable housing.
● Launched President Biden’s cancer initiative.
● Increased active duty military service members’ salary.
● Increased domestic spending by $46B.
● Provided more COVID relief.
● Provided aid to Ukraine.
● Established new job opportunity programs for veterans.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org
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● Provided additional funding for climate change action.
● Allocated funding to homeland security for natural disasters.
● Funded job training programs targeting increased diversity (e.g. in nursing).
● Funded various education initiatives to increase diversity and racial equity.

Border Security

Immigration and border security are highly charged issues as Democratic presidents attempt to
balance the enforcement of borders with humane approaches to immigration. One of the
greatest challenges the Biden-Harris Administration has faced is the increase in illegal border
crossing attempts as a result of political and economic instability not just in Mexico and Central
America, but also Turkey, Russia, India and other Western hemisphere countries. Also, the
Administration's efforts to improve the U.S.’s immigration system have been limited by federal
court rulings. That said, the Biden-Harris administration has been very effective in securing the
border.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Got Mexico to pay $1.5B for border security.
● Caught 66 terror suspects at the border in 2022 - more than the previous 5 years

combined.
● Made the largest cocaine bust at the border in 20 years.
● Seized 2x as much fentanyl at the border than under Trump.
● Apprehended 340% more migrants were at the border in July 2022 than the previous

2016-2020 period for the same month.
● Arrested human smugglers in Central America which reduced border crossings at the

southern border by nearly 14% from an all-time high in May.
● Modernized ports of entry and technology used for border security which have resulted

in 6 of the 7 highest monthly border apprehension totals and the two highest fiscal year
totals.

● On track to break last year’s record of 1.7M arrests at the border with 2.3M arrests at
the border in 2022.

● Repairing Trump’s “impenetrable” wall which is already in severe disrepair.

More Details
● Strengthened Border Security. Biden redirected resources from the border wall to

invest in smart border security measures, such as border technology and modernizing
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ports of entry which are proven to be more effective at improving safety and security at
the borders. In addition, the Administration has:

○ Repaired Trump’s border wall to reduce injuries to migrants and first responders,
and to secure the border (Senator Mark Kelly specifically requested these
repairs).

○ Canceled several border wall contracts and has also returned property to
landowners who spent years fighting land seizures for the wall in court.

○ Tried to return to Obama-era policies that limit immigration arrests in order to
focus on security risks instead of the more aggressive approach taken under the
Trump administration. However, in July 2022, the Supreme Court refused to
freeze a lower court order that blocked DHS from implementing the
Biden-Harris Administration’s  proposed new immigration enforcement
priorities.

● Enforced U.S. Immigration Laws. While the Biden-Harris Administration is working to
expand pathways to legal immigration and citizenship, the Administration is also
obligated to enforce existing laws and abide by federal court rulings. As a result,
enforcement of the US-Mexico border continues with apprehensions higher than under
Trump: 6 of the 7 highest monthly border apprehension totals and the two highest
fiscal year totals have occurred under President Biden. In July 2022, apprehensions at
the border increased 340% compared to the previous 2016-2020 period for the same
month.

● Further, despite Republicans claims that “millions” are crossing the border illegally,
migrants “added just 247K people to the U.S. population in the year that ended in July
2021, the smallest increase in three decades and an amount equal to less than
one-tenth of 1 percent of the country’s population.”

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org
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Source: Washington Post

● Collaborated with Mexico.The Biden-Harris Administration is working with Mexican
President Andrés Manuel López Obrador -- who has agreed to contribute $1.5B -- to
modernize and improve infrastructure along key sections of the border, increase
cooperation in addressing drug smuggling and human trafficking, and promote clean
energy.

● Cracked Down on Drug and Human Trafficking.
○ Caught 66 terror suspects at the border in 2022 - more than the previous 5

years combined.
○ Made the largest cocaine bust at the border in 20 years in August 2022.
○ Seized 2x as much fentanyl at the border than under Trump.
○ Arrested 240 human smugglers in Central America which reduced border

crossings at the southern border by nearly 14% from an all-time high in May.

Children’s Safety & Well-Being

Democrats and the Biden-Harris administration have made children and their well-being a top
priority. Their legislative, executive and agency actions provide financial support for families,
improved healthcare coverage, investments in mental health services for young people,
improved and reduced the cost of childcare, reduced child poverty, strengthened education,
returned students’ safely to school, provided free COVID vaccinations and passed the first gun
control legislation in 30 years.
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What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Provided baby formula relief through Operation Fly Formula (OFF). As of August 2022,

OFF had conducted 19 missions and delivered 64M bottles of baby formula to
American families.

● Reduced child poverty by 50% in 2021 through the American Rescue Plan.
● Reduced the cost of childcare with ARP’s expansion of the Child and Dependent Care

Tax Credit.
● Increased affordability of childcare by investing $39B in childcare to compensate early

childhood educators providing a safe and healthy environment for children while their
parents work.

● Made major investments in school-based mental health programs.
● Expanded affordable healthcare and reduced premiums saving $2,400 per family per

year.
● Expanded Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) Postpartum Care

from 60 days to 12 months postpartum.
● Invested in safe returns to school which resulted in 99% of schools reopening safely -

up from 46%.
● Increased high-speed internet access by providing a $65B investment in expanding

broadband access including $1.2B for 3M school children.
● Launched COVID vaccines for children
● Passed the Safer Communities Act - the first gun control law in 30 years.
● Also see the Education section.

More Details
● Provided baby formula relief. The Biden-Harris Administration took immediate action

to respond to the baby formula shortage, directing the Departments of Agriculture and
Health and Human Services to launch Operation Fly Formula (OFF). As of August 2022,
OFF had conducted 19 missions and delivered 64M bottles of baby formula to
American families.

● Reduced child poverty. The American Rescue Plan created the first national summer
supplemental nutrition program which has fed an estimated 30M children and reduced
child poverty by 50%. As a result of the Child Tax Credit, child poverty fell to its lowest
level on record in 2021 – with record low Black and Hispanic child poverty.

● Reduced the cost of childcare. As a result of the American Rescue Plan, families
received child tax credit for one year that was fully refundable and did not have
minimum or maximum income requirements.  The expansion of the Child and
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Dependent Care Tax Credit increased the tax credit from $1,200 to $8,000 for a median
income family with two kids under age 13.

● Increased the affordability of childcare. The American Rescue Plan invested $39B in
childcare to compensate early childhood educators providing a safe and healthy
environment for children while their parents work. These stabilization grants were
delivered to more than 190K childcare providers, serving more than 8M children.

● Invested in mental health in schools.
○ In July 2022, Biden announced $300M in funding to expand mental health

services in schools. The Administration also launched a national suicide hotline
(988) to allow individuals having mental health crises to talk to professionals
instead of calling law enforcement. The American Rescue Plan also led to the
hiring of more social workers and counselors during the pandemic in schools
across the country.

○ The Safer Communities Act provides historic funding to address the youth
mental health crisis and community violence intervention programs. Here’s a
great summary from Sen. Patty Murray.

● Invested in affordable healthcare. As of April 2022, the American Rescue Plan
reduced 14.5M American families Affordable Care Act (ACA) premiums and allowed
families of four to save an average of $200 per month, totaling $2,400 per family per
year.

● Expanded Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) postpartum
care. The American Rescue Plan allows states to increase pregnancy-related Medicaid
and CHIP coverage from 60 days to 12 months postpartum. To date, over 250K people
have gained coverage through these Medicaid postpartum extensions.

● Invested in safe returns to school. The American Rescue Plan, invested $120B into
safely reopening K-12 schools, and $40B in higher-education, $20B of which was
allocated to financial aid. This resulted in 99% of schools reopening safely.

● Expanded high-speed internet access in homes and schools. The Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (passed in Nov. 2021) provided a $65B investment in
expanding broadband access including $1.2B for 3M school children.

● Launched COVID vaccines for children: The Administration launched a massive
campaign to vaccinate children after the Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson and Johnson
vaccines were approved in 2022.

● Passed the Safer Communities Act - the first gun control bill passed in 30 years.
Among other things, it requires background checks for buyers under 21, closes the
“boyfriend loophole,” supports state red flag laws which allow removal of firearms if a
person is a threat to themselves or others, provides historic funding to address the
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youth mental health crisis and community violence intervention programs, and funds
school violence prevention efforts, training, and safety measures.

● Also see the Education section.

Climate Action

The Biden-Harris Administration has been proactive on climate action from Day One with
hundreds of executive orders and agency actions. In addition to Democrats passing the
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), the American Rescue Plan (ARP), the Infrastructure Investment &
Jobs Act (IIJA) and the CHIPS Act - all of which implement historic actions on climate change.
Also, it is important to note that each executive action, agency action and piece of legislation
builds on the other. For example, IRA will make electric vehicles (EV) cheaper and invest in
solar and renewables; IIJA will build a national EV charger network and clean energy
transmission grid; and the CHIPS Act will provide key components for solar devices and EVs.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Passed the Inflation Reduction Act -  the single largest investment in climate change

action ever and the single biggest investment ever made in climate change in the world
which will reduce CO2 emissions 40% by 2030 - just 7 years!

○ Gave the EPA back its ability to regulate greenhouse gas emissions after
SCOTUS’ WV vs. EPA decision in June 2022. By adding an amendment to the
Clean Air Act into Biden's Inflation Reduction Act that defines CO2 as an air
pollutant, Dems did an amazing end-run around SCOTUS' horrendous decision.

● Passed the American Rescue Plan which implemented infrastructure improvements
combating climate change.

● Passed the Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act which will build a national network of
electric vehicle (EV) chargers, invest in EVs and solar, and upgrade our power
infrastructure to deliver clean, reliable energy.

● Passed the CHIPS Act which will provide key components for electric vehicles (EVs) and
solar.

● Implemented hundreds of executive orders and agency actions that will create clean
energy jobs, provide low-cost solar energy to families, increase clean energy access,
train and develop a clean energy workforce, reduce energy costs, mitigate climate
change impact nationally and globally, preserve our natural resources (lakes, forests,
oceans, national parks), partner with other countries to combat climate change, and
invest in clean energy technology.
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● Appointed Gina McCarthy, head of the EPA under President Obama, as the first-ever
National Climate Advisor and head of the White House Climate Policy.

More Details
Legislative Actions

● Passed the Inflation Reduction Act -  the single largest investment in climate change
action ever and the single biggest investment ever made in climate change in the
world. IRA’s $369B investment in funding for clean energy and climate action will
reduce carbon emissions by 40% by 2030 (below 2005 levels). These investments will
reduce US dependence on oil and significantly lower energy costs for consumers.

○ Gave the EPA back its ability to regulate greenhouse gas emissions after
SCOTUS’ WV vs. EPA decision in June 2022. By adding an amendment to the
Clean Air Act into Biden's Inflation Reduction Act that defines CO2 as an air
pollutant, Dems did an amazing end-run around SCOTUS' horrendous decision.

○ Creates 9M clean energy jobs. It is estimated by economists at the Univ. of
Massachusetts and BlueGreen Alliance that the IRA will generate 9M
high-paying jobs over the next 10 years with close to 1M in “clean
manufacturing” (e.g. wind turbines, retooling factories and producing electric
vehicles), nearly doubling the current 13M U.S. manufacturing jobs.

○ Establishes incentives for companies producing clean energy projects in
“energy communities” such as West Virginia.

○ Provides tax credits to incentivize consumers and companies away from fossil
fuels (oil, coal) toward clean energy. Transportation and electricity generation
are two of the heaviest polluting components of the economy. IRA provides
financial incentives to buy electric cars, electric HVAC systems, and other forms
of cleaner technology, reducing emissions. Incentives for companies will also
encourage manufacturing with clean energy technology. These tax breaks will
reduce the consumer costs of solar, wind, batteries, cars, heat pumps, and other
clean technology.

■ Ex: For electric cars, consumers would receive a tax credit of $7,500 per
new vehicle and $4K for a used vehicle until 2032, (this may vary
depending on where the batteries were manufactured and income
limits).

■ Ex: IRA also provides a $9B home energy rebate program for retrofits
and electrifying home appliances; $1K will be used to make public
housing more energy-efficient.
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○ Sets and enforces methane limits on oil and gas companies. Methane is 86X
more powerful a greenhouse gas than carbon over a 20-year period, and it is
emitted in oil and gas production. If these companies emit above the methane
limits, penalty fees will be imposed. A royalty fee will also be imposed on all
methane extracted from public lands.

○ Prioritizes environmental justice. IRA will fund $60B in clean energy and
emissions reductions specifically for low-income and disadvantaged
communities. Community groups, governments, and tribes can also qualify for
$3B in block grants for EJ programs (e.g. cleaning up abandoned mines,
monitoring air quality, and improving extreme weather resilience). IRA also has
$3B to restore and reconnect communities that are divided by highways.

○ Reduces industrial pollution by incentivizing energy efficiency at industrial
sites to reduce their fossil fuel footprint.

○ And so much more! This is an excellent summary on the Inflation Reduction
Act's climate change actions. And if anyone is saying the IRA is not significant
and substantive, they need to read this:
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/u-s-senate-passes-the-inflation-6295171/

● Passed the American Rescue Plan which implemented infrastructure improvements
combating climate change. ARP will reduce energy costs and tackle climate change
through updating building codes to make structures more energy-efficient, including
advanced insulation designs to keep temperatures season-appropriate, modern
construction techniques to protect against extreme flooding, and raising standards for
cutting carbon emissions. The $225M investment is expected to lower electricity costs
by approximately $138B over a span of 30 years.  See more details in What A
Difference A Democratic Congress Makes.

● Passed the Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act. IIJA will build a national network of
electric vehicle (EV) chargers, invest in EVs and solar, upgrade our power infrastructure
to deliver clean, reliable energy, improve public transportation and adds bike lanes to
keep cyclists safe, clean up Superfund and brownfield pollution sites and make our
infrastructure resilient against the impacts of climate change, cyber-attacks, and
extreme weather events. See more details in What A Difference A Democratic
Congress Makes.

● Passed the CHIPS Act which will provide key components for EVs and solar.

Biden Executive Actions and Agency Actions
● Appointed Gina McCarthy, head of the EPA under President Obama, as the first-ever

National Climate Advisor and head of the White House Climate Policy. Immediately
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after assuming her role in February 2021, Gina McCarthy convened the first-ever
National Climate Task Force which includes Cabinet-level leaders from 21 federal
agencies and senior White House officials to kickstart the Biden-Harris Administration’s
implementation of a whole-of-government approach to tackling climate change,
creating good-paying, union jobs, and achieving environmental justice.

● Transitioning Homes and Jobs to Clean Energy
○ Issued Executive Orders Expanding Access to Clean Energy - Biden’s July

2022 EOs include:
○ Connecting families to low-cost solar power. The Department of Housing and

Urban Development issued new guidance that will enable families in
HUD-assisted housing to subscribe to local solar where available, permitting
4.5M families to benefit from community solar power and save 10-50% on
power each year.

○ Connecting states to low-cost solar power: Colorado, Illinois, New Jersey, New
Mexico, New York, and Washington, D.C. have signed up to pilot DOE’s and
HHS’ Community Solar Subscription Platform. This platform will connect
community solar projects to households participating in the Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). This is expected to result in $1B annually
in combined electric bill savings.

○ Empowering rural housing authorities: HUD will launch a new initiative
helping rural housing authorities make energy efficient upgrades and retain the
savings from those projects to reinvest in improvements to rural HUD-supported
housing.

○ Strengthening America’s solar workforce: DOE will invest $10M in the
Workforce Partnerships program to support new programs expanding union
density and increasing participation of underserved and underrepresented
groups in the solar industry. This funding will ensure hundreds of thousands of
solar jobs created in the next decade are accessible to workers from all
backgrounds, provide competitive wages and benefits, and offer opportunities
for union membership.

● Mitigating Climate Change
○ Developed strategies to reduce wildfire risk: The Forest Service has a 10-year

strategy to reduce wildfire risk through science-based fuels and forest
treatments for 50 million acres across federal and non-federal lands. The
Department of the Interior has a 5-year plan to monitor, maintain, and treat
fire-prone land on federally-owned and tribal lands.
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○ Invested in removing CO2 from the air. DOE has invested in building four
direct-air capture hubs which will each be capable of removing over a million
tons of CO2 per year (equivalent to 200K less cars on the road).

○ Launched the President’s Emergency Plan for Adaptation and Resilience
(PREPARE) to assist developing countries with climate change.

○ Instituted net-zero emission goals for federal buildings and vehicles.
○ Established new rules to reduce the use of hydrofluorocarbons 85% by 2036,

slowing temperature rise by 0.5°C.
○ Implemented strong vehicle emission standards: Fuel efficiency standards for

cars and light-trucks was raised from 43/mpg to 55/mpg by 2026, which will
reduce CO2 emissions by billions and result in $190B net-benefits in pollution
reduction, public health and consumer savings.

○ Proposed new rules to reduce NOx emissions from new trucks 90% by 2031
via the EPA.

○ Proposed rules requiring stronger climate disclosures for public companies
via the Securities and Exchange Commission.

○ Released climate plans for the US Army and Navy to reduce emissions by
50% and 65% by 2030 and net-zero by 2050.

● Preserving Forests, Lakes, Everglades, National Parks and Oceans
○ Committed to conserving 30% of US lands and oceans by 2030.
○ Combatting local and global deforestation. The Biden-Harris Administration

has made significant investments in cooperative forestry programs and
reforestation projects across state, municipal, and privately-owned forest
landscapes to reduce carbon emissions and provide local jobs. It has also
committed to delivering on international goals to end natural forest loss by
2030 and restore at least 200 million hectares of forests and other ecosystems.

○ Restored full protections to national parks, monuments and Tribal Lands.
This effort includes Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante in Utah,
re-imposing fishing restrictions in the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts
Marine National Monument in the Atlantic Ocean, and protecting Tongass
National Forest from development, mining, and logging.

○ Enlisted nature-based solutions to address the climate crisis. An interagency
working group, reporting to the National Climate Task Force, is exploring
nature-based solutions to address extreme heat, drought, wildfire, flood, and
coastal threats. This is part of Biden’s America the Beautiful initiative.

○ Invested $2.1B in the restoration of the Everglades and Great Lakes.
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○ Revoked the Keystone XL Pipeline Permit.
○ Restored state and Tribal authority to block pipeline projects.
○ Signed an executive order to protect old growth trees.
○ Committed to planting 1.2B trees over the next 10 years, as a result of

the REPLANT Act.

● Investing in Clean Energy Technology
○ Invested in green energy and electric vehicles. After working with President

Biden, SK Group -- one of the largest companies in South Korea -- will invest
$22B into American semiconductors, green energy, and bioscience projects. This
comes in tandem with the Administration’s investment and commitment to
invest $100s of billions in EVs and green tech.

○ Authorized the Department of Energy to accelerate the production of clean
energy technologies using the Defense Production Act. The five key areas of
energy technologies include: solar, transformers and electric grid components,
heat pumps, insulation, and electrolyzers, fuel cells, and platinum group metals.
The DPA’s invokement will allow the Administration to lower energy costs for
families, strengthen national security, and achieve lasting American energy
independence through the reduction of fossil fuel use.

○ Launched an offshore wind energy industry.
○ Launched a national network of 500K electric vehicle chargers along

highways and in communities funded by the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act.

○ Made historic Investments in clean energy storage, clean hydrogen, carbon
removal technology and fusion.

○ Ordered all government agencies to halt the financing of international
carbon-intensive fossil fuel projects.

○ Ended financing for overseas coal and carbon-intensive energy projects.
○ Established the first “Green Trade Deal” between the US and EU to

incentivize trade of low carbon steel.
○ Accelerated the review process for clean energy projects on federal lands.
○ Provided billions in clean energy transmission loans.
○ Provided over $30B to public transit to maintain services and reduce the

number of vehicles on roads.
○ Created the civil nuclear credit program to support financially-struggling

nuclear power plans and boost carbon-free electricity options.
○ Rejoined the Paris Climate Accords.
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○ Partnered with the EU to establish the global methane pledge to reduce
methane emissions 30% by 2030. Over 100 countries have signed.

○ Launched US-Caribbean Partnership to address the climate crisis 2030
(PACC 2030).

○ Launched Renewable Energy in Latin America and the Caribbean (RELAC)
initiative.

○ Joined 100K Strong in the Americans Climate Initiative (CLIMA). The
organization builds region-wide alliances between industries, governments, and
higher education institutions to catalyze climate action and develop the next
generation of clean energy developers.

○ Required federal agencies to consider climate-related financial risk in
policies.

○ Restored California’s authority to set tailpipe emission rules.
○ Established the first ever Office of Environmental Justice in the

Department of Health and Human Services to address the health impacts
of climate change and pollution on communities of color.

○ Eased regulations and accelerated approval processes to build
transmission lines necessary for the clean energy grid.

○ Invested approximately $190B in a myriad of environmental initiatives.
These projects include public transit, low- and no-emission busses, the
EPA’s Clean School Bus program, clean water projects (ex: lead pipe
removals), environmental remediation, new rails, clean power grids and
clean hydrogen hubs, carbon capture hubs, battery manufacturing supply
chains, and state carbon emission initiatives.

COVID

When Trump left office in 2021, millions of Americans had been diagnosed with COVID-19,
and over 350,000 Americans had died of COVID. In addition, only 4% of the population was
vaccinated; many had not seen their family and friends in person in nearly a year;
COVID-testing and K-95 masks were still difficult to get; and home tests were neither
affordable nor readily available. Even before taking office, the Biden-Harris Administration
made getting COVID under control the number one priority and assembled a team of experts
and actions. Today, 70% of Americans are vaccinated; deaths have dropped 86%; COVID
vaccines, home tests from the federal government are free and readily available; and though
COVID continues, life has resumed normalcy with people traveling, going to work and in
school.
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What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Invoked the Defense Production Act to expedite the production and delivery of COVID

tests, PPE, and vaccines to Americans.
● Provided over 200M vaccinations within the first 100 days of the Biden Administration.
● Reopened 99% of American public schools for in-person learning. The number of public

schools open in-person when Biden took office was 46%.
● Reduced the number of COVID-19 deaths by 86%.
● Provided 400M N95 masks to Americans for free.
● Launched 20K free federal testing sites in all parts of the US.
● Mailed over 1B at-home tests to Americans after FDA approval.
● Donated over 1.1B Covid vaccine doses internationally.
● Rejoined the World Health Organization (WHO) after Trump withdrew the US.
● Provided resources for schools to have one on-site COVID testing site in 2022 through

ARP.
● As of July 2022, the Biden-Harris Administration continues to provide action plans to

address COVID variants.
● As of August 2022, the Administration is helping schools plan and implement indoor

air quality improvements, including through use of federal funds in 2022. Schools can
use funding provided via the ARP to improve ventilation in schools by making
inspections, repairs, upgrades, and replacements in HVAC systems; purchasing and
installing air conditioners, fans, portable air cleaners, and germicidal UV light systems;
repairing windows, doors, and dampers that let fresh air into school buildings; and
more.

● The Biden-Harris Administration will also provide 171M COVID-19 vaccine doses
formulated to fight omicron as part of a $5B effort to contain the impact of the highly
contagious variant.

Crime Prevention

Democrats and the Biden-Harris Administration have taken a multi-prong approach to increase
public safety and reduce violent crime in the US by increasing funding for crime prevention and
crime intervention; hiring more crisis responders, social workers and police; holding police
accountable; and passing gun control legislation.  (Important to note that violent crime rates
are higher in “red” states than “blue” states - for more information, see More Details.)
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What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Passed the Safer Communities Act - the first gun control bill passed in 30 years!

○ SCA requires background checks for buyers under 21, disarms domestic abusers
by closing the “boyfriend loophole,” supports state red flag laws, funds youth
mental health services and anti-violence prevention and intervention programs,
cracks down on gun trafficking, provides school safety funding, provides funds
for hiring police and accountability programs for police and invests in crime
prevention.

● Strengthened public safety by providing access to billions in funding under the
American Rescue Plan, FY2022 appropriations and through dedicated funding provided
by DOJ, Dept. of Ed, HHS, CDC, HUD and Dept. of Labor for community violence
intervention programs which have been shown to reduce violence by up to 60%.

● Provided funding for victims of crime via amendments to the Victims of Crime Act which
expanded the allocation of resources for the Crime Victims Fund.

● Directed federal agencies to address and improve public safety for Native American and
Indigenous communities through enforcement and prevention.

● Passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act which will significantly improve the reporting
and data collection of federal hate crimes since the Hate Crimes Statistics Act of 1990.

● Passed the Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act which finally makes lynching a federal hate
crime after 200 attempts since 1900 to get this passed!

● Passed the Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization.

More Details
● Note: Despite the mainstream media’s focus on violent crime in Northern (“blue”) cities

like Chicago, Houston, Philadelphia and Baltimore, the top 7 states for homicides per
capita are in “red” states - MS, LA, AL, MO, AR, SC, TN.  In 2020, the per capita murder
rates were 40% higher in states won by Trump than those won by Biden. 8 of the 10
states with the highest murder rates in 2020 voted for the Republican presidential
nominee in every election this century. So the claim that Dems are “soft on crime” and
that’s why violence is higher is false.

● Passed the Safer Communities Act (SCA) - the first gun control bill passed in 30
years! SCA:

○ Requires background checks. Buyers under 21 must pass a background check
before purchasing a firearm.

○ Disarms domestic abusers. SCA closes the “boyfriend loophole” so if someone
is convicted of assault against a dating partner, they cannot buy a gun.
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○ Supports state red flag laws. These laws allow police, family members or even
doctors to petition a court to take away someone’s firearms for up to a year if
they feel that person is a threat to themselves or others.

○ Funds youth mental health services. Provides historic funding to address the
youth mental health crisis and community violence intervention programs.
Here’s a great summary from Sen. Patty Murray.

○ Funds anti-violence prevention and community violence intervention
programs. SCA provides critical funding for anti-violence programs to work
directly with people most likely to commit or become victims of gun crimes.
These investments include:

■ Helping formerly incarcerated individuals successfully reenter society by
lifting nearly all restrictions on eligibility and access to vital federal
benefits and programs that people need to get back on their feet after
leaving incarceration.

■ Referring individuals charged with only drug possession into mandatory
treatment and harm reduction services instead of incarceration.

■ Increasing mental health and substance use disorder services, including
by training existing professionals to become certified in cognitive
behavioral therapy (which helps people improve their response to stress
and reduce impulsivity), trauma-informed therapy, and other
evidence-based treatments effective at addressing mental health
problems, disruptive behaviors, and exposure to or risk of violence.

■ Providing housing and other social services to individuals who are
homeless.

■ Increasing job training, employment, housing, and other stabilizing
services and opportunities for people returning home from jail and
prison.

○ Cracks down on gun trafficking. Establishes the first ever federal laws against
interstate gun trafficking and straw purchasing to stop the flow of illegal guns
into cities.

○ Provides school safety funding. SCA funds school violence prevention efforts,
training, and the implementation of safety measures at primary and secondary
schools.

○ Provides funding for accountability programs for police, and training and
hiring police. In addition to the $10B in funding given for public safety and
policing with the American Rescue Plan (ARP), SCA provides more funding for
accountability of police, and training and hiring police. (Note: Dems are not
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defunding the police and in fact, Republicans have voted 2x against additional
funding for police when every Republican voted against ARP and the majority
against SCA. )

○ Increase public safety and reduce mass incarceration by establishing the
Accelerating Justice System Reform program. With nearly 2M people
incarcerated, the US has the highest incarceration rate in the world, spending
$182B to lock up nearly 1% of our adult population. Yet, it is estimated that
40% of the prison population presents no public safety threat. The Accelerating
Justice System Reform program provides cities and states with funding to
reduce incarceration rates and improve public safety. Such efforts include:
identifying non-violent situations that would be better served by a public health
response than police; repealing mandatory minimums for non-violent crimes;
expanding access to mental health and substance abuse disorder services;
hiring more crisis responders, violence interrupters, and social workers; and
increasing access to job training, education, housing, and other supportive
services that prevent crime and advance equity.

● Improved public safety. By providing access to billions in funding under the American
Rescue Plan, the FY22 appropriations package and through dedicated funding provided
by DOJ, Dept. of Ed, HHS, CDC, HUD and Dept. of Labor, Biden and Dems have made a
historic investment in community violence intervention programs which have been
shown to reduce violence by up to 60%. These investments and other strategies will
reduce gun crime and ensure public safety, including the safety of communities of color
that are disproportionately impacted by gun violence.

● Provided funding for victims of crime. Amendments to the Victims of Crime Act
(VOCA) expand the allocation of resources for the Crime Victims Fund.

● Improved Safety and Justice for Native American & Indigenous Violence: President
Biden issued an executive order directing the DOJ, Interior, Homeland Security and HHS
to improve public safety and justice for Native Americans and to address the epidemic
of missing or murdered Indigenous peoples, which disproportionately affect Native
women, girls, and LGBTQI+ individuals. Interior also established the Missing and
Murdered Unit to pursue justice for missing or murdered American Indians and Alaska
Natives.

● Passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act. This Act is considered by anti-hate crime
advocacy groups the single most significant piece of legislation to improve the
reporting and data collection of federal hate crimes since the Hate Crimes Statistics Act
of 1990.  The DOJ will provide incentives to local and state law enforcement agencies
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to fight hate. It also establishes guidelines to improve relationships between AAPI
community and police.

● Passed the Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act. This landmark federal law finally makes
lynching a federal hate crime. It has taken 200 attempts since 1900 to get this passed!

● Passed the Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization. In 2019, after nearly 30
years in existence, the GOP Senate majority refused to reauthorize VAWA for the first
time since 1994.  Dems, however, passed it in 2022 by including it in the 2022
Omnibus Reconciliation Bill and were able to extend VAWA to 2027. New VAWA
provisions include:

○ Expanded special criminal jurisdiction of Tribal courts to cover non-Native
perpetrators.

○ Increased services and support for sexual assault/domestic violence survivors in
underserved communities (including LGBTQI+).

○ Established a federal civil cause of action for individuals whose intimate visual
images are disclosed without their consent, allowing a victim to recover
damages and legal fees.

○ Created a new National Resource Center on Cyber Crimes Against Individuals.
○ Implemented the Fairness for Rape Kit Backlog Survivors Act, which requires

state victim compensation programs to allow sexual assault survivors to file for
compensation without being unfairly penalized due to rape kit backlogs.

○ Supported rape prevention and sexual assault survivor programs.
○ Enacted the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) Denial

Notification Act to help state law enforcement investigate and prosecute cases
against individuals legally prohibited from purchasing firearms who try to do so.

○ Updated the SMART Prevention Program and the CHOOSE Youth Program to
reduce dating violence, help children who have been exposed to domestic
violence, and engage men in preventing violence.

○ Improved the healthcare system’s response to domestic violence and sexual
assault, including through enhanced training for sexual assault forensic
examiners.

Criminal Justice Reform
President Biden, VP Harris and Democrats have prioritized criminal justice reform, passing the
sweeping police reform bill - George Floyd Policing Act  - in the House; passing legalization of
marijuana and the elimination of criminal penalties in the House; passing a bill to end the unfair
distinction between crack and powder cocaine in sentencing in the House; investing in
community violence intervention programs (see Crime Prevention section); implementing
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prison, police and military reforms; and providing expanded opportunities in education,
employment, loans and small business funding for people who were formerly incarcerated.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Passed the George Floyd Policing Act - a sweeping police reform bill. Passed in the

House; blocked by Senate Republicans.
● Passed a bill to legalize marijuana nationwide and eliminate the longstanding criminal

penalties for anyone who distributes or possesses it. Passed in the House; blocked by
Senate Republicans.

● Passed the Equal Act which would end the distinction between crack cocaine and
powder cocaine in sentencing (harsher sentences are given for crack cocaine vs. powder
cocaine despite no chemical differences) - a distinction that has disproportionately
impacted communities of color for decades. If it became law, it would apply
retroactively. Passed in the House; blocked by Senate Republicans.

● Require officers to intervene in situations of excessive force by another officer.
● Banned the use of chokeholds and limited the circumstances for no-knock raids by

federal law enforcement agencies.
● Created a national database of police misconduct.
● Mandated the adoption of body-cameras in federal law enforcement agencies.
● Re-establish DOJ consent decrees with police departments.
● Launched DOJ investigations into abuses by police departments in Phoenix, Louisville,

and Minneapolis.
● Updated recruiting, hiring, promotion, and retention policies for federal law enforcement

officers.
● Reinstated a national freeze on federal executions.
● Reduced racial bias in the DOJ’s algorithm for determining early release from prison.
● Banned new contracts with private prisons.
● Directed the DOJ and HHS to improve conditions of prison confinement.
● Established an agency-wide committee to produce reforms to the criminal justice

system.
● Expanded access to federal employment for formerly incarcerated individuals via the

Office of Personnel Management (OPM).
● Invested in job training and intensive re-entry programs in federal prisons.
● Expanded access to business capital for formerly incarcerated people.
● Expanded access to healthcare, education, and housing for formerly incarcerated

people.
● Conducted increased outreach to incarcerated veterans.
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● Reformed military processes for sexual assault, harassment, and domestic abuse
investigations and expanded prevention and support programs for military personnel.

● Restored and expanded restrictions on transfers of military equipment.

More Details
● Passed the George Floyd Policing Act in the House (blocked by Senate Republicans)

- a sweeping police reform bill which included:
○ Granting the DOJ's Civil Rights Division authority to issue subpoenas to police

departments as part of "pattern or practice" investigations into bias or
misconduct.

○ Providing grants to state AGs to create an independent process to investigate
misconduct or excessive use of force by police.

○ Establishing a federal registry of police misconduct complaints and disciplinary
actions.

○ Increasing accountability for police officers who commit misconduct by
restricting the application of the qualified immunity doctrine for local and state
officers, and by changing the intent element of the federal law used to prosecute
police for misconduct from "willfully" to "knowingly or with reckless disregard."

○ Required federal uniformed police officers and federally funded state and local
law enforcement agencies to have body cameras and their vehicles to be
equipped with dashboard cameras.

○ Restricted the transfer of military equipment to police to reduce the
militarization of police.

○ Required state and local law enforcement agencies that receive federal funding
to adopt anti-discrimination policies and training programs.

○ Prohibited federal police officers from using chokeholds or other carotid holds,
and required state and local law enforcement agencies that receive federal
funding to ban the same.

○ Prohibited the issuance of no-knock warrants (warrants that allow police to
conduct a raid without knocking or announcing themselves) in federal drug
investigations, and provide incentives to the states to enact a similar prohibition.

○ Changed the threshold for the permissible use of force by federal law
enforcement officers from "reasonableness" to only when "necessary to prevent
death or serious bodily injury."

○ Mandated that federal officers use deadly force only as a last resort and that
de-escalation be attempted, and conditioned federal funding to state and local
law enforcement agencies on the adoption of the same policy.
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● Passed legislation in the House to legalize marijuana nationwide and eliminate the
longstanding criminal penalties for anyone who distributes or possesses it. (Blocked
by Senate Republicans.)

● Additional Police Reform Measures
○ Required officers to intervene in situations of excessive force by another

officer. This policy also states that officers have a duty to intervene and render
medical aid.

○ Banned the use of chokeholds and limited the circumstances for no-knock
raids by federal law enforcement agencies.

○ Created a national database of police misconduct.
○ Mandated the adoption of body-cameras in federal law enforcement

agencies. All federal law enforcement agencies must adopt and publicly share
their body-camera policies, which must include the activation of cameras during
arrests and searches, and provide expedited public releases of footage following
incidents involving serious bodily injury or deaths in custody.

○ Re-established DOJ consent decrees with police departments.
○ Launched DOJ investigations into abuses by police departments in Phoenix,

Louisville, and Minneapolis.
○ Updated recruiting, hiring, promotion, and retention policies for federal law

enforcement officers. Federal law enforcement agencies are required to develop
practices to attract, support, and retain an inclusive, diverse, and accountable
law enforcement workforce. This includes implementing screening tools to
ensure agencies do not hire, retain, or partner with individuals who promote
unlawful violence, white supremacy, or other biases on the basis of protected
characteristics.

● Prison Reform
○ Reinstated a national freeze on federal executions. This had been the

precedent for 17 years until President Trump halted the pause and oversaw the
execution of 13 people in six months - the most of any president in 120 years.

○ Reduced racial bias in the DOJ’s algorithm for determining early release from
prison. This will significantly increase the number of incarcerated Black and
Hispanic men eligible to take educational classes and participate in work-life
programs that could lead to earlier releases.

○ Banned new contracts with private prisons.
○ Directed the DOJ and HHS to improve conditions of prison confinement.
○ Established an agency-wide committee to produce reforms to the criminal

justice system. With representatives from all agencies of the federal
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government, the committee will produce a strategic plan advancing front-end
diversion alternatives to incarceration, rehability, and re-entry programs.

● Formerly Incarcerated People
○ Expanded access to federal employment for formerly incarcerated individuals

via the Office of Personnel Management (OPM). OPM published proposed
regulations that remove barriers to federal employment for formerly
incarcerated individuals.

○ Invested in job training and intensive re-entry programs in federal prisons.
The DOJ and Department of Labor invested $145M in FY22-FY23 to provide job
skills training and individualized employment/re-entry plans for incarcerated
people in Bureau of Prison facilities and pathways for seamless transitions into
society after release.

○ Expanded access to business capital for formerly incarcerated people. The
Small Business Administration removed barriers to eligibility for loan programs
based on irrelevant criminal history records.

○ Expanded access to healthcare, education, and housing for formerly
incarcerated people. This will include Second Chance Pell grants, extended
healthcare enrollment, incentives for employers to hire formerly incarcerated
people, and revisions to Department of Housing and Urban Development
program criteria.

○ Conducted increased outreach to incarcerated veterans. The Department of
Veterans Affairs announced efforts to increase the number of Veterans Re-Entry
Search Service Programs in prisons to help identify incarcerated veterans
preparing for re-entry.

● Military Reforms
○ Reformed military processes for sexual assault, harassment, and domestic

abuse investigations and expanded prevention and support programs for
military personnel.

○ Restored and expanded restrictions on transfers of military equipment. The
order imposes sensible restrictions on the transfer and purchase of military
equipment with federal funds to prevent resale in non-military environments.

Democracy & Voting Rights

Voting is a fundamental right in our democracy and for decades was protected by the landmark
Voting Rights Act of 1965. However, the Supreme Court gutted VRA in Shelby County v.
Holder in 2013, and further weakened the law’s protec tions in Brnovich v. DNC (2022).  Today,
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the GOP’s assault on our democracy continues. Republican leaders have openly admitted that
if everyone can vote, they will never win another election. The Federalist Society even recently
published an article warning that there is a movement to elect presidents by - gasp! -  the
popular vote through the National Popular Vote Pact. The GOP has also introduced over 400
bills in 49 states to suppress voting and enacted 19 restrictive voting laws in 2021. Upshot:
We need more Democratic senators and to hold the House if we are going to protect our
democracy.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Passed the For the People Act in the House, a voting rights bill which made it easier to

vote, exposed dark money, combatted gerrymandering, and modernized election
equipment. (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)

● Passed the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act (JLVRAA) in the House which
would restore and strengthen the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (VRA) after it was gutted
by the Supreme Court in 2013. (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)

● Increased accessibility of voter registration services by enlisting more than 12 federal
agencies to promote voting access and democratic participation among a wide range of
voters.

● Provided voter education for more than 67 million students and their families.
● Improved online voter information.
● Issued guidance to transit systems to provide free and reduced fare public transit to

help get voters to the polls.
● Increased voter outreach in public housing, job centers and federal workforces.
● Enforced and protected voting rights through: Department of Justice enforcement

actions;  partnering with civil rights organizations and community leaders to protect
voting rights; and creating an online resource to the public, Justice.gov/voting, which
provides information to the public on state-specific registration, voting guidelines, and
how to report potential voting rights violations.

More Details
● Passed the For the People Act in the House. This was a massive voting rights bill that

sought to make it easier to vote, expose dark money, combat gerrymandering, and
modernize election equipment. (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)

● Passed the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act (JLVRAA) in the House
which would restore and revital ize the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (VRA). (Blocked by
Senate Republicans.)  JLVRAA:
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○ Would restore the pre-clearance formula (struck down by Shelby) from the VRA
which requires juris dic tions with a history of voting discrim in a tion to get
approval from DOJ or a federal court in DC before chan ging their voting laws or
prac tices to ensure the changes are not discrim in at ory.

○ Would also strengthen VRA provisions to prevent voter dilution, denial and
discrimination as well as expand enforcement.

○ Included the Native Amer ican Voting Rights Act which protects the right of
Native Amer ic ans to vote.

○ It was blocked by Senate Republicans.
● Increased accessibility of voter registration services. In response to President Biden’s

EO, more than 12 federal agencies have announced initiatives to promote voting access
and democratic participation.

○ For rural voters. The Department of Agriculture’s Rural Housing Service will
provide nonpartisan voting information to thousands of residents. Rural
Development agencies (where rural residents can apply for housing, facilities, or
business assistance) will also provide access to voter registration forms and
relevant election information to patrons.

○ For military voters. The Department of Defense will facilitate voting awareness
amongst personnel and develop nonpartisan informational materials in
additional languages before federal elections to ensure eligible servicemembers
and their families have the opportunities to register and vote.

○ For veteran voters. The Department of Veterans Affairs will provide materials
and assistance in registering and voting for thousands of VA hospital, treatment
center, and nursing home inpatients and residents. It will also facilitate
assistance in registering and voting for homebound veterans and their
caregivers through VA’s home-based and telehealth teams.

○ For older voters and voters with disabilities. The Health and Human Services’
Administration for Community Living will launch voting access hubs to connect
older Americans and people with disabilities to information, tools, and resources
to help them understand and exercise their right to vote.

○ For Native American voters. The Department of the Interior will disseminate
information on registering and voting schools to 30,00 students in schools
operated by the Bureau of Indian Education and Tribal Colleges and Universities.
Where possible, the DOI will offer these universities to be designated as “voter
registration agencies” under the National Voter Registration Act. The Indian
Health Service will also offer patients assistance with voter registration.
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○ For new citizen voters. The Department of Homeland Security will invite state
and municipal governments and organizations to register voters after
naturalization ceremonies, and develop new online resources on voting for
recently naturalized citizens. The DHS will also provide information and
resources for voters impacted by natural disasters through its’ training
preparedness initiatives.

○ For incarcerated voters. The Department of Justice will provide voting
information to individuals in federal custody, facilitate voting amongst those
eligible to do so while in federal custody, and educate individuals about voting
rules and voting rights in their states before re-entry.

○ For Americans receiving federal benefits. The Department of the Treasury will
include information about registration and voter participation in direct deposit
campaigns for Americans receiving Social Security or other federal benefit
payments.

● Expanded voter education initiatives.
○ Providing voter education. The Department of Education has prepared

resources and strategies for increasing civic engagement at the elementary
school, secondary school, and higher education level for more than 67 million
students and their families. The Dept. of Ed has also reminded educational
institutions of their obligations to and encouraged institutions to expand their
opportunities to assist eligible students with voter registration.

○ Improved online voter information. The General Services Administration has
ensured Vote.Gov is a user-friendly portal for Americans to find the information
they need to register and vote. It includes over ten languages and formats
accessible for voters with disabilities.

○ Issued guidance to transit systems to provide free and reduced fare public
transit to help get voters to the polls. The Department of Transportation has
issued guidance to transit systems — including more than 1150 rural and 1000
urban public transit systems — to consider providing free and reduced fare
services on election days and consider placing voter registration material in
high-transit stations. The DOT is also working with state and local entities to
mitigate traffic and construction impacts on routes to the polls, particularly in
underserved communities.

○ Increased voter outreach in public housing. The Department of Housing and
Urban Development has communicated with more than 3000 public housing
authorities on permissible ways to provide residents with nonpartisan voter
registration information and services. HUD has also assisted HUD-funded
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service providers highlight and share practices to improve nonpartisan voter
registration and voting access for unhoused individuals.

○ Increased voter outreach in job centers. The Department of Labor has issued
guidance encouraging states to designate more than 2400 American Job
Centers as voter registration agencies under the National Voter Registration Act.

○ Increased voter outreach in federal workforces. The Department of Labor has
provided guidance allowing grant-recipients to use federal workforce
development funding to conduct nonpartisan voter registration efforts.

Protecting Voting Rights
● Enforced voting rights through legal action. The Department of Justice (DOJ)

continues to take legal actions to enforce voting rights across the country.
● Provided voting rights information to Americans. DOJ created an online resource,

Justice.gov/voting, for the public providing information on state-specific registration and
voting guidelines, how the DOJ enforces federal voting rights, and how to report
potential voting rights violations.

● Partnered with civil rights organizations and community leaders to protect the right
to vote. The Biden-Harris Administration has partnered with civil rights organizations,
businesses, faith-leaders, young Americans, and other activists to protect the right to
vote and uphold democratic values.

Economy & Labor

With the passage of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) in March 2021 (not one Republican
voted for it) and hundreds of executive and agency actions, President Biden, VP Harris and
Democrats took the US economy from the Trump recession to the Biden Boom which delivered
better jobs (many of which are union and manufacturing), higher wages, profitable businesses
and increased savings. The Biden-Harris Administration also took a strong pro-union stance in
its actions and appointments unlike Trump. And every piece of legislation passed by
Democrats has been firmly centered on building an economy that is sustainable, fair and
equitable for all.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
Overall Economy

● Rebuilt the economy and delivered record economic growth in 2021 - the most since
1984.
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● On track to reduce the deficit by a record $1.7T by the end of 2022 despite the passage
of major spending bills -  the largest reduction of any president in history in one year.

● Concerned about inflation - see Learn More below.

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs
● Created a record of nearly 10M jobs which led to the lowest unemployment in 50 years.
● Passed the American Rescue Plan, Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, the CHIPS

Act and the Inflation Reduction Act which will create good paying, union and non-union
jobs in technology and clean energy sectors of the next decade.

● Launched Good Jobs Initiative to combat inequities.
● Provided $140M for job training grants underemployed workers.
● Awarded $122M in Apprenticeship Building America grants.

Wages Up, Greater Pay Equity
● Increased job opportunities led to increased wages.
● Wages were up an average of 5.2% compared to a year ago in July 2022 - even higher

for low-wage workers.
● Wages gains and income growth were strongest for working class Americans; they

made huge gains with 10.9% income growth in 2021.
● Black and Hispanic households had the highest real income growth the past 2 years.
● Wages grew a record 12% for the youngest workers in June 2022.
● Implemented $15 minimum wage for federal workers.
● House Democrats also passed a $15 minimum wage (Senate Republicans blocked it).
● Gave hazard pay and bonuses to 740K COVID frontline workers.
● Required pay equity among federal contractors.

Greater Financial Security - More Savings, Less Debt
● Improved personal finances led to a record low of credit card delinquencies.
● Greater financial stability and wealth for lower and middle income Americans for the

first time in a generation with working class Americans in the strongest financial
position in a generation.

● Working class Americans also saw their collective net worth of $3.73T almost double
in 2 years.

● Home equity has surged more than $1T in 2 years for the bottom 50% of income
earners.

● Families have more in their checking accounts than pre-pandemic, including the bottom
25% of households who ended 2021 with 65% more in the bank than in 2019.
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● The Federal Reserve’s Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households found
that a higher share of Americans were financially secure in 2021 than in previous years.

● The USDA provides loans to individuals for home purchases with no money down for
families in rural America.

● Biden revised the Thrifty Food Plan and raised the permanent base SNAP benefit (food
stamps) by an average of 27%.

● Biden also signed an EO allowing 25M Americans who were ineligible under the Trump
administration to qualify for emergency SNAP benefits.

● Eliminated $100B in medical debts from credit reports, making it easier to get credit
cards and take out loans.

Labor Is Back
Labor leaders have repeatedly praised President Biden for his strong pro-union actions -
including the appointment of pro-labor Supreme Court Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson; the
appointment of a pro-labor majority to the NLRB board; replacing two right-wing Donald
Trump-named GOP board members who were anti-labor; and his appointment of Secretary of
Labor - former union leader - Marty Walsh. But the Biden-Harris administration’s efforts didn’t
stop there. They have also:

● Restored collective bargaining rights for federal employees.
● Supported record union organizing - union activity in the US is skyrocketing - up 58%.
● Delivered 660K manufacturing jobs - more on average by month than any president in

50 years - with more to come as companies announce new manufacturing plant
openings:

○ New $1.2B First Solar plant, $2.5B Toyota EV battery plant, Sparkz EV battery
plant, and $4.4B LG/Honda EV battery plant  - thanks to the Inflation Reduction
Act.

○ New $42.5B Corning fiber optics plant  - thanks to the Infrastructure Investment
& Jobs Act

○ New $40B Micron micro-chips plant, $4.2B Qualcomm micro-chips and $100B
Intel micro-chips plant - thanks to the CHIPS Act.

○ Note: Trump promised to bring manufacturing back, but instead nearly 1,800
factories closed between 2016-2018 and in 2020 alone, the US lost 740K
manufacturing jobs.

● Championed American manufacturing by creating first-ever Made In America Office
which directs federal funds to US manufacturers and requires US manufacturing for
federally funded jobs.
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● Strengthened the Buy America rules which now require at least 60% of products
purchased by the government to be made in the US and it will increase to 75% over the
next decade. This is the biggest change to the Buy America rules in 70 years.

● Signed an EO requiring the use of project labor agreements for federal construction
projects of over $35M which is estimated to apply to $262B in federal government
construction, with contracts employing 200K construction workers.

● Protected workers’ pension plans, including vulnerable union pension plans, from
failing through the Butch Lewis Emergency Pension Plan Relief Act of 2021.

● Delivered on Biden’s promise to be the most pro-union President in decades. North
America's Building Trades Unions Chief of Staff Mike Monroe reveals how Trump
completely broke his promises and undermined American workers, while President
Biden delivered for labor in his first year in office.  (Note: The GOP has proposed
abolishing the NLRB.)

More Details
Overall Economy

● Rebuilt the economy and delivered record economic growth in 2021 - the most since
1984. In 2021, fueled by ARP and the launch of Biden's COVID vaccine and testing
programs, the US returned to work and had the strongest economic growth since 1984
with US GDP at 5.7% (DOUBLE the average since 1976).

● On track to reduce the deficit by a record $1.7T despite the passage of major
spending bills. Biden inherited from Trump a $3.3T deficit. In less than 2 years, Biden
has reduced the deficit and is on track to cut the deficit by $1.7 TRILLION in 2022 alone
-  the largest reduction of any president in history in one year. This estimate does not
include the Inflation Reduction Act which is estimated to reduce the deficit by an
additional $305B over the next decade.

● Quick note on inflation. Inflation is a global issue fueled by the increased consumer
demand (people are spending money), pandemic-related supply chain delays, and
Russia’s war on Ukraine which impacts food and oil supplies. Fortunately, the US is
doing better than many countries with inflation down in July 2022 by 0.6% to 8.5% and
down .2% in August 2022. Prices have also dropped on many consumer items.

○ To reduce the impact of global inflation, the Biden-Harris Administration and
Democrats passed the American Rescue Plan which strengthened the economy
with record job creation and wage growth, and the Inflation Reduction Act to
reduce the impact of rising prices on Americans.

○ Democrats have also tried to pass other legislation to help Americans, but
Republicans keep blocking it. (They voted against anti-price gouging for oil
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companies, baby formula relief for families, a $35 insulin cap, stimulus checks,
reduced prescription drug prices, and lowering health care costs.)

○ Upshot: Not only do Republicans NOT have a plan to reduce inflation; they block
every effort to bring it down. Democrats are the only party trying to help
Americans.

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs
● Created a record of nearly 10M jobs which led to the lowest unemployment in 50

years. A record of nearly 10M jobs have been added in just 17 months - far more than
experts and financial markets had predicted.  21 states – the most in history – have
unemployment rates at or below 3 percent. Americans across the country are back to
work at historic levels.

● Passed the American Rescue Plan, Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, the Chips
Act and the Inflation Reduction Act. Every piece of legislation has and/or will create
good paying, union and non-union jobs in technology and clean energy sectors over the
next decade.

● And there’s more. Despite record job creation, the Biden-Harris Administration is doing
even more:

○ Launched Good Jobs Initiative to combat inequities.
○ Awarded $122M in Apprenticeship Building America grants.
○ Provided $140M for job training grants underemployed workers.

Wages Up, Greater Pay Equity
● Increased job opportunities led to increased wages.

○ Wages were up 5.2% compared to a year ago in July 2022 - even more for
low-wage workers.

○ Wages gains and income growth for the lowest wage workers. In 2021, wage
gains were strongest for workers in the bottom quartile of income earners.
Studies also showed that working class Americans made huge gains with
10.9% income growth in 2021.

○ Black and Hispanic households had the highest real income growth. The J.P.
Morgan Chase Institute found that since the beginning of the pandemic, Black
and Hispanic households experienced the highest real income growth trends,
with Black households reaching about 7.5% annualized real income growth over
the past 2 years.

○ Wages for younger workers are up. Wages grew a record 12% for the
youngest workers in June 2022.
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○ Implemented $15 minimum wage for federal workers. In 2021, Biden signed a
series of EOs providing a $15 minimum wage for employees of federal
contractors and federal employees. These actions impacted more than 370K
workers in 2022 alone, a population that is disproportionately Black and takes a
step towards addressing long standing wage disparities.

○ House Democrats also passed a $15 minimum wage. Blocked by Republican
Senators.

○ Gave hazard pay for COVID frontline workers. The American Rescue Plan
provided hazard pay and bonuses for more than 740K workers on the front lines
of the pandemic.

○ Required pay equity among federal contractors. President Biden instructed the
government to develop policies and procedures to increase pay equity among
federal contractors, including exploring limiting or banning prior pay history in
the employment process.

Greater Financial Security - More Savings, Less Debt
● Improved personal finances led to a record low of credit card delinquencies. In the

final three quarters of 2021, credit card delinquencies hit record lows with credit card
debt lower than pre-pandemic.

● Provided greater financial stability and wealth for lower and middle income
Americans for the first time in a generation.

○ As a result of trillions of dollars in COVID-19 relief and a strong labor market,
working class Americans are now in the strongest financial position in a
generation. They now hold a bigger share of the nation’s wealth than they have
in 20 years.

○ Working class Americans also saw their collective net worth of $3.73T almost
double in 2 years.

○ In addition, half of working class Americans' wealth is in real estate and their
home equity has surged more than $1T in 2 years. Wages have also risen the
most for the bottom quarter of the workforce.

○ J.P. Morgan Chase data shows that families have more in their checking accounts
than pre-pandemic, including the bottom 25% of households who ended 2021
with 65% more in the bank than in 2019.

○ The Federal Reserve’s Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households
found that a higher share of Americans were financially secure in 2021 than in
previous years.
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● Rural Economic Investment and Helping Home Buyers: The USDA provides loans to
individuals for home purchases with no money down.

● For struggling families: The Biden-Harris Administration revised the Thrifty Food Plan
and raised the permanent base SNAP benefit (food stamps) by an average of 27%.
Biden also signed an EO allowing 25M Americans who were ineligible under the Trump
Administration to qualify for emergency SNAP benefits.

● Eliminated $100B in medical debts from credit reports. Americans have over $100B
in medical debt which lowers individual’s credit scores and makes it difficult to get
credit cards or take out loans.  The Biden-Harris Administration worked with credit
agencies to remove medical debt from credit reports, allowing more Americans to get
credit cards and loans.

Labor Is Back
Labor leaders have repeatedly praised President Biden for his strong pro-union actions -
including the appointment of pro-labor Supreme Court Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson; the
appointment of a pro-labor majority to the NLRB board; replacing two right-wing Donald
Trump-named GOP board members who were anti-labor; and his appointment of Secretary of
Labor - former union leader - Marty Walsh. And there’s more:

● Restored collective bargaining rights for federal employees. The Biden-Harris
Administration issued an EO permitting and encouraging worker organizing and
collective bargaining.

● Supported record union organizing. Union activity in the US is skyrocketing. The
number of filings for union elections is up 56% this year compared to 2021 per the
NLRB.

● Delivered manufacturing jobs. Biden has brought back over 660K manufacturing jobs -
the most on average by month than any president in 50 years. This didn't happen by
accident -- this is a direct result of Biden’s economic plan to grow the economy by
supporting the working and middle classes. With the passage of the Inflation
Reduction Act, the CHIPS Act and the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act and
companies announcing new manufacturing plant openings, there will be even more
jobs.

● Championed American manufacturing. Created first-ever Made In America Office
which directs federal funds to US manufacturers.

● Required US manufacturing for federally funded jobs. Biden is requiring that projects
funded by the Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act must be made with material
purchased and produced in the U.S.
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● Strengthened the Buy America rules. The rules now require at least 60% of products
purchased by the government to be made in the US and it will increase to 75% over the
next decade. This is the biggest change to the Buy America rules in 70 years.

● Signed an EO requiring the use of project labor agreements for federal construction
projects of over $35M. This is estimated to apply to $262B in federal government
construction, with contracts employing 200K construction workers.

● Protected struggling workers’ pension plans through 2051. The Butch Lewis
Emergency Pension Plan Relief Act of 2021 was another permanent change under ARP
which provides financial assistance to struggling pension plans through 2051, protects
2-3M workers from pension cuts, guarantees pension for 30 years and applies to 200+
pension plans. This was particularly impactful for union pension plans.

● Delivered on his promise to be the most pro-union President in decades: North
America's Building Trades Unions Chief of Staff Mike Monroe reveals how Trump
completely broke his promises and undermined American workers, while President
Biden delivered for labor in his first year in office.  (Note: The GOP has proposed
abolishing the NLRB.)

Education & Student Loans

The Biden-Harris Administration and Democrats passed the American Rescue Plan (ARP) to
fund the safe reopening of schools, and passed the FY 2022 Omnibus Act which included the
largest funding increase for schools in low-income communities, and provided funding for
mental health support, tutoring and additional resources for students with disabilities.  They
also invested nearly $50B in higher education, including over $6.6B in HBCUs and $40B in
community colleges and 5,000 institutions of higher education. The Biden-Harris
Administration has also forgiven nearly $400B in student loans and interest by expanding
existing loan forgiveness programs and launching the largest student loan forgiveness
program.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?

K-12 Schools
● Ensured the safe return to schools through the American Rescue Plan. Before ARP, only

46% of schools were open in-person; after, 99% of schools opened safely.
● Passed the largest funding increase for schools in low-income communities.
● Invested $3B to support students with disabilities impacted during the pandemic.
● Protected high-poverty districts and schools from facing funding cuts.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org

https://nwlaborpress.org/2022/02/the-most-pro-union-president-of-your-lifetime/
https://nwlaborpress.org/2022/02/the-most-pro-union-president-of-your-lifetime/
https://nwlaborpress.org/2022/02/the-most-pro-union-president-of-your-lifetime/
https://apnews.com/article/inflation-biden-donald-trump-ohio-31ee3110e45bf79156647152583b9005
https://nwlaborpress.org/2022/02/the-most-pro-union-president-of-your-lifetime/
https://twitter.com/MeidasTouch/status/1515066773103529986?s=20&t=X1wM85hM1P1nES2A6R_mmA
https://twitter.com/MeidasTouch/status/1515066773103529986?s=20&t=X1wM85hM1P1nES2A6R_mmA
https://banks.house.gov/uploadedfiles/fy23_budget_final_copy.pdf
https://banks.house.gov/uploadedfiles/fy23_budget_final_copy.pdf


45

● Funded 250,000 mentors and tutors for students.
● Provided historic funding to schools to address the youth mental health crisis through

the Safer Communities Act. (See also this great summary from Sen. Patty Murray.)
Higher Education

● Supported historically Black colleges and students with over $7B in funding.
● Invested $40B in higher education, providing funding to over 5,000 institutions of

higher education.
Federal Student Loans

● Paused student loan payments from March 2020 to December 31, 2022. No one has
had to pay student loans for 34 months.

● Waived over $50B in student loan interest while loans have been paused.
● Made tax-free all student loans forgiven until 2025.
● In the first 18 months of the Biden-Harris Administration, $32B in student loans were

forgiven for veterans with permanent disabilities, people with permanent disabilities,
healthcare workers in underserved communities, defrauded college students, and
public servants (including firefighters, teachers, nurses, and other public employees).

● On August 24, 2022, President Biden announced his historic plan to address student
loan debt, forgiving over $300B in student loan debt.

○ $10K loan forgiveness for individuals with an income of less than $125K.
○ $20K loan forgiveness for Pell Grant recipients with an income of less than

$125K.
○ All loan payments are capped at 5% of the borrower’s monthly discretionary

income (i.e. income after accounting for living expenses) instead of the previous
10%.

○ For borrowers with original loan balances of $12,000 or less, loan balances will
be forgiven in full after 10 years of payments instead of 20 years.

○ No borrower’s loan balance will increase due to interest as long as they make
their monthly payments—even if that monthly payment is $0 because their
income is low.

○ No borrower earning under 225% of the federal poverty level—about the
annual equivalent of a $15 minimum wage for a single borrower—will have to
make a monthly payment.

○ The pause on federal student loan repayment was extended through December
31, 2022.

○ Note: Two-thirds of all student loan debt is held by women. 90% of student
loan forgiveness will go to borrowers who earn less than $75K
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More Details

K-12 Schools
● Ensured the safe return to schools. Through the American Rescue Plan, $130B was

invested in K-12 schools to help schools safely reopen and stay open; and address
learning loss and support student mental health. $122B was distributed according to
states and districts Title I share, benefitting high-poverty communities. Before ARP,
only 46% of schools were open in-person. After, 99% of schools opened safely.

● Passed the largest funding increase for schools in low-income communities. The
FY22 omnibus included $1B in funding for schools serving low-income communities.
President Biden’s FY23 Budget proposes an additional $19B to address enduring
funding disparities between under-resourced schools—which disproportionately serve
Black students —and their wealthier counterparts.

● Invested $3B to support students with disabilities impacted during the pandemic.
● Protected against educational funding cuts in vulnerable schools. The Administration

implemented a first-of-its-kind equity requirement, protecting high-poverty districts
and schools from facing funding cuts.

● Funded tutoring program for students. The American Rescue Plan funded 250K
mentors and tutors across the country to support students recovering from the
disruption of the pandemic.

● Provided historic funding to schools to address the youth mental health crisis
through the Safer Communities Act. (See this great summary from Sen. Patty Murray.)

○ $500M through the School Based Mental Health Services Grant Program to
increase the number of qualified mental health service providers in school
districts with demonstrated need.

○ $500M to the School Based Mental Health Service Professionals Demonstration
Grant which will help train and diversify the pipeline of school counselors,
school social workers, and school psychologists.

○ $1B through Title IV-A to support a variety of activities to improve conditions for
student learning.

○ $50M for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program which funds
extracurricular, after school and summer programs, with a focus of new funding
to target programs for older youth.

○ $300M through the STOP School Violence Act to institute safety measures in
and around schools, support school violence prevention efforts and provide
training to school personnel and students.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/06/19/fact-sheet-the-biden-harris-administration-advances-equity-and-opportunity-for-black-americans-and-communities-across-the-country/
https://www.murphy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/bipartisan_safer_communities_act_one_pager.pdf


47

○ Codifies the SchoolSafety.gov clearinghouse, which provides evidence-based
resources to improve school safety. Prohibits use of funds under the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act to train or equip any person with dangerous
weapons in schools.

Higher Education
● Supported Historically Black Colleges and Universities and their students. The

Biden-Harris Administration invested $5.8B in HBCUs to mitigate the impact of the
pandemic. This included $1.6B in debt relief from loans provided for capital
improvements by the DOE’s HBCU Capital Financing Program for 45 HBCUs. President
Biden’s FY22 budget also included over $800M for HBCUs to support research,
infrastructure development, and student services.

● Invested $40B in higher education. The American Rescue Plan provided $40B in
funding to over 5,000 institutions of higher education, including $20B for financial aid.
The ARP also provided $10B to community colleges, including $5B to financial aid to
allow students to remain on track to graduate and enter the workforce with additional
qualifications.

Federal Student Loans
● Paused student loan payments from March 2020 to December 31, 2022. No one has

had to pay student loans for 34 months.
● Waived over $50B in student loan interest while loans have been paused.
● Made tax-free all student loans forgiven until 2025.
● Prior to the 8/24/22 announcement regarding Biden’s Student Loan Forgiveness

Program, the Biden-Harris Administration had already forgiven $32B in student
loans:

○ Forgave 100% of federal student debt for veterans with permanent disabilities.
○ Forgave 100% of federal loans for people with permanent disabilities.
○ Forgave $1.5B in student loans for healthcare workers in underserved

communities.
○ Forgave $1B in student loans for defrauded college students.
○ Forgave $7.3B in borrower loans for 175K public servants (including firefighters,

teachers, nurses, and other public employees. The Department of Education
updated the Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) program to enable more
than 550K borrowers to be eligible for debt forgiveness or cancellation. PSLF
cancels the remaining balance of an individual’s student loan after the borrower
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makes 120 qualifying monthly payments. Anyone who works for a federal, state
or local government agency can apply for the program.

○ As of April 2022, several thousand borrowers have had ALL their student debt
canceled as part of newly announced actions by the Dept of Ed.

■ At least an additional 40,000 borrowers will see “immediate debt
cancellation” as they now qualify for the Public Service Loan Forgiveness
Program (PSLF) under the new changes.

■ Thousands of other borrowers with older loans will also receive
forgiveness through income-driven repayment, according to the Dept of
Ed.

■ Another 3.6M will receive at least three years of additional credit toward
income-driven repayment (IDR) forgiveness.

■ Dept. of Ed will also count forbearances of more than 12 consecutive
months and more than 36 months total toward loan forgiveness, either
under IDR or PSLF.

● On August 24, 2022, President Biden announced his historic plan to address student
loan debt, forgiving over $300B in student loan debt.

○ $10K loan forgiveness for individuals with an income of less than $125K.
○ $20K loan forgiveness for Pell Grant recipients with an income of less than

$125K.
○ All loan payments are capped at 5% of the borrower’s monthly discretionary

income (i.e. income after accounting for living expenses) instead of the previous
10%.

○ For borrowers with original loan balances of $12,000 or less, loan balances will
be forgiven in full after 10 years of payments instead of 20 years.

○ No borrower’s loan balance will increase due to interest as long as they make
their monthly payments—even if that monthly payment is $0 because their
income is low.

○ No borrower earning under 225% of the federal poverty level—about the
annual equivalent of a $15 minimum wage for a single borrower—will have to
make a monthly payment.

○ The pause on federal student loan repayment was extended through December
31, 2022.

○ Note: Two-thirds of all student loan debt is held by women. 90% of student
loan forgiveness will go to borrowers who earn less than $75K.
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Gas Prices & Energy Costs

As of early September 2022, gas prices have dropped every single day for over 12 weeks with
the average price around $3.39 after rising over the past year due to built-up consumer
demand from the COVID lockdown, Russia's war on Ukraine, and price-gouging by oil
companies (Shell, Exxon and Chevron announced record profits of $46B for Q2 2022).  Energy
costs have also been driven up by similar factors, as well as our reliance on expensive fossil
fuels.  While these are global issues, Democrats and the Biden-Harris Administration have
passed legislation and issued EOs to lower energy costs in the short-term and launched clean
energy initiatives for long-term sustainability.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?

● House Democrats passed the Anti-Price Gouging By Oil Companies bill. Nearly every
House Republican voted against it and Senate Republicans blocked it.

● Passed the Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act and the Inflation Reduction Act which
will make massive investments in clean energy (which is much cheaper than fossil fuels
like oil and gas) and in electric vehicles - both of which will reduce both gas prices and
energy costs significantly.

● Taken executive actions to address Putin’s gas price hike and corporate price gouging
by authorizing the release of 1M barrels per day from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve;
expanding access to biofuels to increase supply and help lower prices at gas stations
across in the US; and demanding that the oil company CEOs work to bring forward
solutions to increase capacity and output.

● Provided $46B in financial assistance for utility bills via the American Rescue Plan.
● Increased access to lower cost energy and clean energy upgrades that will cut utility

costs immediately.
● Connecting families to low-cost, local solar power for 4.5M families which will save

families 10-50% per year.
● Connecting states to low-cost solar power through the Community Solar Subscription

Platform is estimated to save participating families over $1B annually.
● Empowering rural housing authorities to save families money through HUD’s

money-saving energy efficiency upgrades program.
● Strengthening America's clean energy workforce to ensure that millions of jobs will be

created over the next decade which will be accessible to workers from all backgrounds,
provide competitive wages and benefits, and offer opportunities for union membership.
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● Implemented infrastructure improvements that will reduce energy costs long-term and
protect against extreme weather with funding provided to state and local governments
through the American Rescue Plan.

● Expedited clean energy production the Defense Production Act will accelerate domestic
production of solar, electric grid components, heat pumps,  insulation, and electrolyzers,
fuel cells, and platinum group metals.

More Details

Legislation
● Passed the Anti-Price Gouging By Oil Companies bill in the House. This bill would

have given the Federal Trade Commission the authority to investigate energy
companies for alleged price gouging as prices at gas pumps nationwide hit record
highs. (Nearly every House Republican voted against it and Senate Republicans blocked
it.)

● Passed the Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act and the Inflation Reduction Act.
These historic pieces of legislation make massive investments in clean energy (which is
much cheaper than fossil fuels like oil and gas) and in electric vehicles - both of which
will reduce both gas prices and energy costs significantly. See the Climate Action
section for more details.

President Biden’s Executive Actions and Agency Actions

Expanded Supply To Reduce Prices
● Authorized the release of 1M barrels per day from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve.
● Expanded access to biofuels to increase supply and helped lower prices at gas stations

across in the U.S.
● Demanded that the oil company CEOs work to bring forward solutions to increase

capacity and output.

Lowered energy costs for Americans now and in the future.
● Provided financial assistance for utility bills. The American Rescue Plan has provided

$46B in financial assistance to people behind on rent, mortgages and utility bills, as
well emergency housing and funding for tribal and rural housing improvements.

● Increased access to lower cost energy. In July 2022, Biden issued a series of EOs to
give millions more Americans expanded access to clean energy upgrades that will cut
utility costs immediately.
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○ Connected families to low-cost solar power. HUD issued new guidance that –
for the first time – will help enable families in HUD-assisted rental housing to
subscribe to local community solar where available, setting the stage for 4.5M
families to reap the benefits of community solar which can save families
10-50% per year.

○ Connected states to low-cost solar power. The Department of Energy (DOE)
and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) have launched the
Community Solar Subscription Platform which is designed to connect
community solar electric bill savings projects to households participating in the
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). DOE estimates that
families in the pilot states (CO, IL, NJ, NM, NY) and D.C. will save over $1B
annually.

○ Empowered rural housing authorities to save families money. The
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has launched a new
initiative to help small rural housing authorities make money-saving energy
efficiency upgrades and retain the savings from those projects to reinvest in
improvements to rural HUD-supported rental housing.

○ Strengthened America's solar workforce. DOE will use funding from the
Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act Law’ to launch the Advancing Equity
through Workforce Partnerships to support new workforce programs that
expand union density and increase participation from underserved and
underrepresented groups in the rapidly growing solar industry. This funding will
help to ensure that the hundreds of thousands of solar jobs that will be created
over the next decade will be accessible to workers from all backgrounds,
provide competitive wages and benefits, and offer opportunities for union
membership.

● Infrastructure improvements will reduce energy costs long-term and protect against
extreme weather.

○ As of July 2022,  DOE announced that American Rescue Plan funding will be
provided to state and local governments to allow them to update building codes
to make structures more energy-efficient.

○ DOE projects that the $225M in federal grants from ARP will help lower
electricity costs for families and businesses by as much as $138B over a 30-year
period. Improvements like the use of more advanced insulation designed to keep
building temperatures season-appropriate, along with modern construction
techniques that protect against extreme weather like flooding, hurricanes, and
wildfire are projected to lower costs for residents.
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○ The standards are also being used to raise efficiency standards and cut carbon
emissions. Buildings account for 35% of carbon emissions in the US.

● Expedited clean energy production. In June 2022, President Biden granted DOE the
authority to utilize the Defense Production Act to accelerate domestic production of five
key energy technologies: (1) solar; (2) transformers and electric grid components; (3)
heat pumps; (4) insulation; and (5) electrolyzers, fuel cells, and platinum group metals.
The DPA determinations are part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s plan to lower
energy costs for families, strengthen national security, and achieve lasting American
energy independence that reduces demand for fossil fuels and bolsters our clean
energy economy.

Gun Control

After the mass shootings in Uvalde, Buffalo, Highland Park, such an overwhelming majority of
Americans demanded gun control legislation that Republicans did not attempt to block the
passage of the Safer Communities Act -- the first gun control bill passed in 30 years. Prior to
this, President Biden has also issued a series of directives and executive orders to address the
gun violence epidemic, including imposing certain purchase requirements and community
intervention programs. In addition, the House passed the first assault weapons ban since 2004.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?

● Signed into law the Safer Communities Act (June 2022) which:
○ Is the first gun control law signed into law in 30 years!
○ Requires background checks for buyers under 21.
○ Disarms domestic abusers by closing the “boyfriend loophole.”
○ Supports state red flag laws which allow removal of firearms if a person is a

threat to themselves or others.
○ Provides historic funding to address the youth mental health crisis.
○ Funds anti-violence prevention and community violence intervention programs.
○ Cracks down on gun trafficking by passing the first ever federal laws against

interstate gun trafficking and straw purchasing.
○ Funds school violence prevention efforts, training, and safety measures.
○ Provides funding for accountability programs for police, and training and hiring

police. (Note: Republicans have voted 2x against funding for police.)
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○ Increase public safety and reduce mass incarceration by establishing the
Accelerating Justice System Reform program.

● Issued ghost gun regulations which require serial numbers and background checks for
homemade guns.

● Required federally licensed gun dealers to maintain permanent records and transfer
them to the ATF once they close sales.

● Directed US Attorney offices around the country to increase state and local resources to
address violent crime.

● Launched 5 new law enforcement strike teams to address firearm trafficking, opening
over 540 investigations and taking into custody thousands of illegal firearms.

● Established zero-tolerance policies for federally-licensed gun dealers that willfully
violate the law.

● Invested historic amounts in community violence interventions through the American
Rescue Plan.

● Helped states enact “red flag” legislation by publishing model legislation to make it
easier for states to adopt red flag laws.

● Invested in public safety strategies such as summer jobs for young adults and
substance abuse and mental health services through the American Rescue Plan.

● Awarded funding to support educational, enrichment, and professional opportunities
for youth through the Department of Labor’s YouthBuild program to provide
pre-apprenticeship opportunities for young people ages 16-24and the Workforce
Pathways for Youth program to expand workforce development activities that serve
youth ages 14-21 non-school hours.

● Issuing the first DOJ firearm trafficking report since 2000.
● Launched a PSA campaign on safe firearm storage.
● Established a 12-person intergovernmental task force addressing the government’s

approach to reducing gun violence.

More Details
● Signed into law the Safer Communities Act (June 2022) which:

○ The first gun control law signed into law in 30 years!
○ Requires background checks for buyers under 21.
○ Disarms domestic abusers by closing the “boyfriend loophole.”
○ Supports state red flag laws which allow removal of firearms if a person is a

threat to themselves or others.
○ Provides historic funding to address the youth mental health crisis.
○ Funds anti-violence prevention and community violence intervention programs.
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○ Cracks down on gun trafficking by passing the first ever federal laws against
interstate gun trafficking and straw purchasing.

○ Funds school violence prevention efforts, training, and safety measures.
○ Provides funding for accountability programs for police, and training and hiring

police. (Note: Republicans have voted 2x against funding for police.)
○ Increase public safety and reduce mass incarceration by establishing the

Accelerating Justice System Reform program.
● Issued ghost gun regulations. The DOJ issued new ghost gun rules requiring serial

numbers and background checks for homemade guns to rein in the proliferation of
“ghost guns” – which are unserialized, privately-made firearms that law enforcement
are increasingly recovering at crime scenes in cities across the country.

● Required federally licensed gun dealers to maintain permanent records and transfer
them to the ATF once they close sales.

● Directed US Attorney offices around the country to increase state and local
resources to address violent crime. The AG has directed every U.S. Attorney’s Office to
increase resources dedicated to district specific violent crime strategies, and is working
with state and local law enforcement to address the most significant drivers of violence
in each district.

● Launched 5 new law enforcement strike teams to address firearm trafficking. These
strike forces have opened over 540 investigations and taken custody of thousands of
illegal firearms. These strike teams have also added personnel along the “Iron Pipeline”
-- where weapons are sold in the South and transported up the East Coast

● Established zero-tolerance policies for federally-licensed gun dealers that willfully
violate the law.

● Invested historic amounts in community violence interventions through the
American Rescue Plan.

● Helped states enact “red flag” legislation. The DOJ published model legislation to
make it easier for states to adopt red flag laws. This model allows family members or
law enforcement to petition a court order to temporarily bar people in crisis from
accessing firearms if they present a danger to themselves or others.

● Invested in public safety strategies such as summer jobs for young adults and
substance abuse and mental health services. The American Rescue Plan made
funding available for the hiring of mental health professionals, expanding employment
and job training opportunities for young and formerly incarcerated people, and
providing financial assistance for food, healthcare, mental health support and housing.

● Awarded funding to support educational, enrichment, and professional
opportunities for youth. The Department of Labor awarded $89M through its
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YouthBuild program to provide pre-apprenticeship opportunities for young people ages
16-24. It also awarded $20M through its Workforce Pathways for Youth program to
expand workforce development activities that serve youth ages 14-21 during “out of
school” time (non-school hours).

● Issuing the first DOJ firearm trafficking report since 2000.
● Launched a PSA campaign on safe firearm storage.
● Established a 12-person intergovernmental task force addressing the government’s

approach to reducing gun violence.

Healthcare & Mental Health

The Biden-Harris Administration and Democrats have continued to build on the strength of the
Affordable Care Act and Medicare by increasing access and affordability, expanding support for
mental health, eliminating medical debt from credit reports, banning surprise billing, and
reducing Medicare Rx drug costs.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Hearing aids will now be available online and in retail stores beginning in October 2022

for nearly $3K less than the prescription price.
● Passed the Inflation Reduction Act which reduces Medicare Rx drugs and healthcare

costs despite huge opposition by Big Pharma. (Every Republican voted against it.)
○ For the first time ever, Medicare will be able to negotiate lower Rx drug costs.
○ Medicare Rx drugs will be capped at $2,000 per year.
○ Insulin payments will be capped at $35 per month for Medicare recipients

beginning in 2023.
○ Reduced healthcare costs by $800 per year.
○ The House Democrats passed a $35 cap on insulin. It was blocked by Senate

Republicans.
● Expanded access to affordable healthcare through the American Rescue Plan. The US

now has the highest healthcare insurance coverage rate in history - 92% of Americans
are insured.

● Reduced yearly and monthly healthcare premiums.
● Extended enrollment into the ACA by an additional 6 months.
● Expanded Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) postpartum care

from 60 days to 12 months postpartum.
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● Addressed the “family glitch” for low-income families which put an end to the “family
glitch,” which prevented hundreds of thousands of families from getting financial
assistance to buy ACA coverage because employer coverage was offered to the worker
but not to the worker’s family.

● Eliminated $100B in medical debts from credit reports.
● Enacted the No Surprises Act of 2022, banning surprise medical billing for emergency

and out-of-network costs.
● Funded Black youth mental health programs.
● Invested in building the pipeline of Black health care providers.
● Provided HIV prevention medication for free.
● Provided new mental health resources for transgender youth.
● Passed the Safer Communities Act which provides historic funding to address the youth

mental health crisis and community violence intervention programs. Here’s a great
summary from Sen. Patty Murray.

● Invested $300M for mental health support in schools, hiring of more social workers and
counselors and launched a national suicide hotline (988).

● See COVID section.

More Details
● Hearing aids will now be available online and in retail stores beginning in October

2022 for nearly $3K less than the prescription price. After years of lobbying by
advocates for the hearing impaired, seniors and veterans, Biden’s July 2021 Executive
Order on Competition allows anyone to buy hearing aids over the counter and for much
less.  This is huge. 75% of seniors with hearing loss don’t have a hearing aid because of
the prohibitive cost. Even mild hearing loss among older people can increase social
isolation and, studies show, double dementia risk. Hearing loss also affects many
veterans and manufacturing workers.

● Passed the Inflation Reduction Act which reduces Medicare Rx drugs and healthcare
costs despite huge opposition by Big Pharma. (Every Republican voted against it.)

○ For the first time ever, Medicare will be able to negotiate lower Rx drug costs
- a huge savings for 46M senior citizens and millions of people with disabilities
with Medicare.

○ Medicare Rx drugs will be capped at $2,000 per year. 50M seniors and other
people with Medicare will have their out of pocket spending for prescription
drugs capped at $2K per year – no matter what their drug bills would otherwise
be.
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○ Insulin payments will be capped at $35 per month for Medicare recipients
beginning in 2023.

○ Reduced healthcare costs by $800 per year. 13M Americans, covered under
the Affordable Care Act, will see their health insurance premiums reduced by
$800.

● Passed in the House a $35 cap on insulin. (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)
● Expanded access to affordable healthcare through the American Rescue Plan. The

US now has the highest healthcare insurance coverage rate in history - 92% of
Americans are insured. And over 5M uninsured Americans gained coverage in 2021,
with their premiums lowered or eliminated as a result of the American Rescue Plan.

● Reduced yearly and monthly healthcare premiums. Under the American Rescue Plan,
four out of five consumers can find quality healthcare coverage for under $10 a month.
Individuals are also saving an average of $800 per year on annual premiums.

● Extended enrollment into the ACA. The Biden-Harris Administration extended the
ACA enrollment window by an additional 6 months. As a result, 2.8M more Americans
have gained access to reliable health coverage through HealthCare.gov and
state-based marketplaces.

● Expanded Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) postpartum
care. The American Rescue Plan (ARP) allows states to increase pregnancy-related
Medicaid and CHIP coverage from 60 days to 12 months postpartum. To date, over
250K people have gained coverage through these Medicaid postpartum extensions.

● Addressed the “family glitch” for low-income families. President Biden directed the
Treasury Department and the IRS to finally put an end to the “family glitch,” which
prevented hundreds of thousands of families from getting financial assistance to buy
ACA coverage because employer coverage was offered to the worker but not to the
worker’s family.

● Eliminated medical debts from credit reports. Americans have over $100B in medical
debt which lowers individual’s credit scores and makes it difficult to get credit cards or
take out loans.  The Biden-Harris Administration worked with credit agencies to remove
medical debt from credit reports.

● Enacted the No Surprises Act of 2022 banning surprise medical billing for
emergency and out-of-network costs. The No Surprises Act protects Americans
covered under group and individual health plans from receiving surprise medical bills. It
also established new independent resolution processes for disputes between plans and
providers, and resolution opportunities for uninsured and self-pay individuals when
they receive a medical bill that is substantially greater than the good faith estimate they
got from the provider.
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● Funded Black youth mental health programs. HHS’ Office of Minority Health
announced $3M in funding for 8 organizations to evaluate the effectiveness of general
health and wellness policies for improving Black youth mental health. These awards
complement the ongoing work within the SAMHSA funded African American
Behavioral Health Center of Excellence, which provides resources and tools to promote
greater equity and effectiveness in behavioral health services for African Americans.

● Invested in building the pipeline of Black health care providers. The Biden-Harris
Administration has made a historic $1.5B investment to help grow and diversify the
nation’s health care workforce, and bolster equitable health care in the communities
that need it most. The investment supports over 22,700 providers—the largest field
strength in history for these programs and a record number of skilled doctors, dentists,
nurses, and behavioral health providers committed to working in underserved
communities.

● Provided HIV prevention medication for free. Insurance companies are now required
to cover PrEP under ACA rules, including doctor’s visits and tests, for free.

● Provided new mental health resources for transgender youth. In recent months,
multiple states have removed critical information about mental health resources for
LGBTQI+ youth from official state websites. In response, HHS released a new website
that offers resources for transgender and LGBTQI+ youth, their parents, and providers.
These resources include best practices for affirming an LGBTQI+ child, and information
about suicide prevention services.

● Passed the Safer Communities Act. SCA provides historic funding to address the
youth mental health crisis and community violence intervention programs. Here’s a
great summary from Sen. Patty Murray.

● Invested in mental health in schools. In July 2022, President Biden announced $300M
in funding to expand mental health services in schools. The Administration also
launched a national suicide hotline (988) to allow individuals having mental health
crises to talk to professionals instead of calling law enforcement. The American Rescue
Plan also led to the hiring of more social workers and counselors during the pandemic
in schools across the country.

● See COVID section.

Housing

The Biden-Harris Administration and Democrats’ passage of the American Rescue Plan,
along with EOs and agency actions, have helped Americans stay in their homes, find more
affordable housing, and buy homes.  They are also working to expand affordable housing
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across the country, reduce discrimination in lending and home appraisals, and provide
housing options to vulnerable populations.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Expanded funding for the development of affordable housing nationwide by permitting

nonprofits and developers to finance long-term affordable housing loans via the
American Rescue Plan (ARP).

● Provided ARP funding to additional federal housing programs, including low-income
housing credits, affordable housing preservation (including “development, repair or
operation”), supportive housing for the elderly and disabled, and public housing capital
projects.

● Created the first-ever national eviction assistance plan for over 5M renting households
and reduced evictions significantly.

● Increased housing stability within vulnerable populations and households experiencing
homelessness, domestic violence, or trafficking.

● Established the Homeowner Assistance Fund which is distributing financial assistance
to eligible homeowners with 60% designated for low-income homeowners.

● Taken action to reducing housing discrimination, eliminate the racial homeownership
gap and address the disproportionate rates of homelessness among people of color,
low-income individuals and families, veterans, and LGBTQI+ Americans.

● Taken action to eliminate discrimination in the home appraisal process with a
wide-ranging set of reforms ever put forward to advance equity in the home appraisal
process.

● Combatting redlining practices by home lenders and removing barriers to home
ownership in communities of color and/or low-income communities.

● Implemented homeowner protections and supports, extending foreclosure moratoriums
and forbearance options for nearly 11M households, resulting in a 29% decline in
foreclosure filings in 2021.

● Provided no-money-down loans to rural families through the USDA.
● Increased access to affordable housing for seniors providing funding to create new

deeply affordable housing for seniors with extremely low incomes.

More Details
● Expanded funding for the development of affordable housing nationwide. The

Biden-Harris Administration expanded how cities and states can build affordable
housing by permitting nonprofits and developers to finance long-term affordable
housing loans via the American Rescue Plan.
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● Provided ARP funding to additional federal housing programs. New regulations
will also allow cities and states to direct ARP funding to additional federal housing
programs, including low-income housing credits, affordable housing preservation
(including “development, repair or operation”), supportive housing for the elderly
and disabled, and public housing capital projects.

● Created the first-ever national eviction assistance plan for over 5M renting
households. Under the American Rescue Plan, the national eviction assistance plan has
committed over $30B in assistance to cover back rent, prospective rent, and utilities.
Over 80% of assistance went to low-income families, 60% to Hispanic or Black renters,
and over 66% to female-headed households.  As a result, low-income and
majority-Black neighborhoods have seen a reduction in eviction filings.

● Increased housing stability within vulnerable populations. The Public Housing
Authorities partnered with Continuum of Care organizations to distribute over 74% of
the 70K new Emergency Housing Vouchers made available to households experiencing
homelessness, domestic violence, or trafficking. State and local jurisdictions have also
committed to investing $5B of funding from the American Rescue Plan for housing,
rental assistance, and supportive services to prevent and address homelessness in
hard-hit communities.

● Established the Homeowner Assistance Fund. Treasury has distributed over $9B to
HAF programs nationwide. As of May 2022, more than 40 states/territories have
opened their HAF programs to applicants, and 5 states and Washington D.C. are
operating pilot programs. These funds will be distributed to eligible homeowners with
60% designated for low-income homeowners.

● Taken action to reducing housing discrimination. The Department of Housing and
Urban Development is working to eliminate the racial homeownership gap and address
the disproportionate rates of homelessness among people of color, low-income
individuals and families, veterans, and LGBTQI+ Americans.

● Taken action to eliminate discrimination in the home appraisal process. In March
2022, the Biden-Harris Administration’s Interagency Task Force on Property Appraisal
and Valuation Equity (PAVE) released the PAVE Action Plan, which represents the most
wide-ranging set of reforms ever put forward to advance equity in the home appraisal
process.

● Combatting redlining practices by home lenders and removing barriers to home
ownership in communities of color and/or low-income communities. The DOJ has
launched a new enforcement effort banning modern-day redlining practices. Redlining
is a discriminatory practice in which lender refuse to issue loans and other financial
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services to customers who reside in neighborhoods that are predominately low-income
and/or communities of color.

● Implemented homeowner protections and supports. The Administration
implemented measures extending foreclosure moratoriums and forbearance options
for nearly 11M households, resulting in a 29% decline in foreclosure filings in 2021.
This had the greatest impact on Black and Hispanic families, who experience
foreclosure rates 2-3 times greater than white homeowners. In addition, the
American Rescue Plan’s Homeowner Assistance Fund has helped struggling
homeowners make their mortgage payments and utility costs.

● Provided no-money-down loans to rural families. The USDA provides loans to
individuals for home purchases with no money down for families in rural America.

● Increased Access to Affordable Housing for Seniors. In January 2021, the HUD made
$150M in available funding to create new deeply affordable housing for seniors with
extremely low incomes through the Section 202 Supportive Housing for the Elderly
program. The program supports the construction of new rental homes, as well as their
ongoing management and affordability through long-term project-based rental
assistance. This will expand access to critically-needed affordable housing for our
nation’s seniors.

Immigration

In his first year of office, President Biden issued 296 executive actions on immigration to
reverse the damage done by Trump and to improve the immigration process.  While the federal
courts have obstructed some of Biden’s efforts and the global pandemic has made immigration
more challenging, the Biden-Harris Administration has taken action that “has advanced or
changed policies in ways that have significant impact on humanitarian protection, immigration
enforcement, and legal immigration, touching the lives of large numbers of immigrants.” The
Democratic House also passed the American Dream and Promise Act in 2021 which would
provide a pathway to citizenship for up to 4.4M DREAMers (people who came to the US as
children) and the Farm Workforce Modernization Act which would give legal status to
immigrant farmworkers.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Appointed first Latino and immigrant Secretary of Homeland Security,Alejandro

Mayorkas.
● Reinstated DACA.
● Reversed Trump’s Muslim ban policy.
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● Passed the American Dream and Promise Act in 2021 in the Democratic majority
House. (Senate Republicans blocked it.)

● Passed the Farm Workforce Modernization Act in 2021 in the Democratic majority
House. (Senate Republicans blocked it.)

● Introduced the US Citizenship Act. This ambitious bill would provide a roadmap to
citizenship, prohibit discrimination, increase diversity visas, fund immigrant and refugee
integration and citizenship, expand our economy, improve access to green cards for
workers in lower-wage sectors, protect undocumented workers from exploitation,
improve the immigration court system, support asylum seekers and increase protections
for U visa, T visa, and VAWA applicants.  The bill is currently in committee.

● Allowed non-citizen veterans to return to the US.
● Helped veterans become US citizens.
● Ended Trump family separation policy.
● Reunited 97% of children separated from their parents at the border.
● Limited ICE enforcement of non-citizens to those who pose a national security risk, have

been convicted of certain crimes, or who recently entered the country illegally.
● Limited ICE enforcement to certain locations and situations.
● Ended ICE raids.
● Ended long-term family detention.
● Processed new immigrants who had previously been rejected by the Trump

administration.
● Increased refugee caps to 125k refugees - the highest in 30 years.
● Expanded eligibility for non-citizens qualifying for legal protections such as deferred

action, parole, Temporary Protected Status (TPS), asylum, or refugee status.
● Lifted Trump green card ban.
● Expanded pathways for immigration.
● Expedited relief for asylum seekers.
● Established Emergency Refugee and Migration Assistance Fund to support urgent

humanitarian needs of vulnerable refugees and migrants in Central America.
● Opened the first Migration Resource Center (MRC) in Guatemala.
● Reduced human trafficking and drug smuggling.
● Partnered with Mexico and Northern Triangle countries to increase economic

opportunities, reduce crime, and empower young women.
● Addressed root causes of migration and empowered local communities in the Northern

Triangle (El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras by funding initiatives to address lack of
economic opportunity and crime concerns, supporting local partners and increasing
security in the region and cracking down on human smugglers in the US.
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Facts about Immigrants:
● 2nd gen immigrants are “among the strongest fiscal & economic contributors in the

U.S.” They contribute about $1,700 per person/year compared to other native-born
Americans who contribute $1,300 per year on average.

● Undocumented immigrants pay an estimated $11.6 billion a year in taxes, according
to the Institute on Taxation & Economic Policy.

● Most economists agree that in spite of being a very big part of the labor force,
immigrants have not come at the cost of either American jobs or American wages.
In fact, immigrants often take jobs that Americans won't.

● According to Pew, the most important component of the growth in the working-age
population over the next two decades will be the arrival of future immigrants.

More Details
● Appointed first Latino and immigrant Secretary of Homeland Security: Alejandro

Mayorkas.
● Reinstated DACA.
● Reversed Trump’s Muslim ban policy.
● The Democratic House passed the American Dream and Promise Act in 2021. This

bill would incorporate into federal law provisions of the DACA program, provide a path
to citizenship for 2.5M DREAMers and would allow up to 4.4M DREAMers to be eligible
for Conditional Permanent Residence or Temporary Protected Status. (Senate
Republicans blocked it.)

● The Democratic House passed the Farm Workforce Modernization Act in 2021. This
bill would amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to provide for terms and
conditions for nonimmigrant workers performing agricultural labor or services in the
United States. It would allow more than 1M undocumented farm workers to apply for
legal status if they have worked a minimum of 180 days in agriculture for two years.
(Senate Republicans blocked it.)

● President Biden sent Congress the US Citizenship Act which would:
○ Provide a roadmap to citizenship for undocumented individuals and kept families

together.
○ Include the NO BAN Act that prohibits discrimination based on religion and

limits presidential authority to issue future bans.
○ Increase Diversity Visas to 80K from 55K.
○ Fund immigrant and refugee integration and citizenship on a state and local

level, as well as in community based orgs and educational institutions.
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○ Expand our economy by reducing employment-based visa backlogs and
eliminating per-country visa caps and unnecessary hurdles for
employment-based green cards.

○ Make it easier for graduates of U.S. universities with advanced STEM degrees to
stay in the United States.

○ Improve access to green cards for workers in lower-wage sectors.
○ Protect workers from exploitation and improve the employment verification

process.
○ Grant U visa relief to workers who suffered serious labor violations and

cooperated with worker protection agencies.
○ Protect workers who are victims of workplace retaliation from deportation in

order to allow labor agencies to interview these workers. It would also protect
migrant and seasonal workers, and increase penalties for employers who violate
labor laws.

○ Address economic and social root causes of immigration.
○ Improve the immigration courts and protect vulnerable individuals.
○ Support asylum seekers and other vulnerable populations by eliminating the

one-year deadline for filing asylum claims and providing funding to reduce
asylum application backlogs. It also increased protections for U visa, T visa, and
VAWA applicants, including by raising the cap on U visas from 10,000 to
30,000.

○ Expand protections for foreign nationals assisting U.S. troops.
○ The bill is currently in committee.

● Allowed non-citizen veterans to return to the US. Non-citizens who served in the
U.S. armed forces can return to the United States if the agencies determine they were
unjustly removed.

● Helped veterans become US citizens. The Dept. of Veterans Affairs has begun
contacting 123,983 military veterans who are not U.S. citizens about how to become
citizens.

● Ended Trump family separation policy. President Biden reversed Trump’s
"zero-tolerance" policy which separated families with parents being deported back to
their home countries without their children.

● Reunited children separated from their parents at the border. Of the more than 5K
children who were separated from their parents, 97% have been reunited with their
families.

● Limited ICE enforcement of non-citizens. New guidelines issued by DHS require ICE
officers to prioritize enforcement actions for non-citizens who pose a national security
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risk, have been convicted of certain crimes, or who recently entered the country
illegally.

● Limited ICE enforcement to certain locations and situations. DHS issued guidelines
limiting immigration enforcement  in certain locations and situations, e.g. pregnant,
postpartum, or nursing individuals cannot be detained or arrested, enforcement cannot
occur at a variety of sensitive locations (schools, mental health facilities, churches,
hospitals, playgrounds etc.)

● Ended ICE raids. Under Biden, ICE ended mass work enforcement operations, where
the threat of arrest and deportation has long been used by exploitative employers to
suppress and retaliate against workers’ assertion of labor laws. Now, ICE is going after
abusive employers of undocumented workers.

● Ended long-term family detention.
● Processed new immigrants. DHS processed re-entry of thousands of migrants who

had previously been rejected by the Trump administration.
● Increased refugee caps. President Biden dramatically increased the cap on refugees to

be accepted into the US to 125k refugees - the highest in 30 years. Trump’s cap was
15K. As part of this, over 75K Afghan refugees were accepted into the US and 100K
Ukrainians in 2022.

● Expanded eligibility for non-citizens qualifying for legal protections such as deferred
action, parole, Temporary Protected Status (TPS), asylum, or refugee status.

● Lifted Trump green card ban. Biden ended the Trump-era ban on green cards which
blocked most legal immigration to the US.

● Expanded pathways for immigration. DHS announced the availability of 6K
temporary, non-agricultural workers for nationals of Honduras, El Salvador and
Guatemala in 2021.

● Expedited relief for asylum seekers. DHS and DOJ implemented a rule to ensure that
those who are eligible for asylum are granted relief quickly.

● Established Emergency Refugee and Migration Assistance Fund. Provided over $1B
to support urgent humanitarian needs of vulnerable refugees and migrants in Central
America.

● Opened the first Migration Resource Center (MRC) in Guatemala. The center provides
individuals with protection screenings and referrals to asylum, refugee resettlement,
and parole options.

● Reduced human trafficking and drug smuggling. Created a regional task force to
identify, disrupt, and prevent migrant smuggling and human trafficking. Partnered with
Mexico to stop human trafficking and human smuggling organizations.
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● Partnered with Mexico and Northern Triangle countries. VP Harris has taken a lead
role in working with Mexico and Central American governments to launch initiatives
and provide humanitarian support that increase economic opportunities, reduce crime,
and empower young women.

● Addressed root causes of migration and empowered local communities in the
Northern Triangle (El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras by:

○ Funding initiatives to address lack of economic opportunity and crime
concerns.

○ Supporting local partners. USAID launched a 3-year initiative to support local
partners in the Northern Triangle to increase community resilience in the face of
poverty, violence, poor governance, corruption, and climate change.

○ Increasing security in the region and cracking down on human smugglers in
the US. Provided USAID trained police officers on domestic violence procedures,
trained investigators and analysts on the prosecution of human smuggling
cases, and State Department-supported partners identified human smugglers
with outstanding warrants in the United States.

Facts about Immigrants:
● 2nd gen immigrants are “among the strongest fiscal & economic contributors in the

U.S.” They contribute about $1,700 per person/year compared to other native-born
Americans who contribute $1,300 per year on average.

● Undocumented immigrants pay an estimated $11.6 billion a year in taxes, according
to the Institute on Taxation & Economic Policy.

● Most economists agree that in spite of being a very big part of the labor force,
immigrants have not come at the cost of either American jobs or American wages.
In fact, immigrants often take jobs that Americans won't.

● According to Pew, the most important component of the growth in the working-age
population over the next two decades will be the arrival of future immigrants.

January 6th Investigation & Prosecution

The DOJ and January 6th Committee investigations have revealed Trump and his
co-conspirators' ongoing efforts to overthrow our elections and take away our freedoms. It is
also clear that Republican leaders knew and/or were involved from the start. They aided and
abetted a dangerous president, spread false claims about the election, promoted a violent
attack on our country, and then begged for presidential pardons. These MAGA Republicans - in
office and running for office in the 2022 midterms - have known all along that Trump betrayed
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the American people and they have consistently and unapologetically sided with him over our
country - even when it was discovered that he stole highly classified documents from the
White House.

What Have the DOJ and the January 6th Congressional Committee done?

● January 6th Committee investigation hearings were a huge success with more
bombshells to come. People said no one would watch the hearings and even if they
did, it wouldn’t make a difference. Yet, a whopping 20M watched the first prime-time
hearing and 18M tuned in for the final prime-time hearing and opinions have shifted.
(Note: The 1/6 Committee has since said there will be hearings in the Fall of 2022.) The
previous 1/6 hearings can be watched on Youtube here.

● The 1/6 Hearings brought home to Americans what is at stake. In April 2022, only
20% of people reported following the 1/6 hearings closely. In July 2022, 60% of people
reported following the 1/6 hearings closely. Polls have also shown that a majority of
voters support the investigation and more than two-thirds of voters say they would not
vote for anyone who supported and encouraged the January 6th attack.

● Why hasn’t Trump been indicted yet?
○ Grand juries take time: The federal government is required to use a grand jury

to indict. The process typically takes 18-36 months for that jury to indict and
largely works in secret. Pence's chief of staff testified before a grand jury and
the DOJ has issued numerous subpoenas.

○ Due process: Due process requires that we follow the laws and rules even for
people we don’t like or who do bad things. Due process is intended to ensure
that the law is applied fairly. (Yes, we know that it’s “more fair” if you’re a white,
rich man, but still.) We have laws and the law does not move in Twitter time or
in response to pundits who have NO skin in the game. This is not a DUI.

○ Burden of proof is high: DOJ has to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that each
person is guilty. This is a high bar - for good reason. And if you want a
conviction, it requires an airtight case. This is the largest criminal conspiracy ever
to overthrow our government by a sitting president and involves every branch of
our government including sitting Members of Congress and the wife of a sitting
Supreme Court Justice. It’s not just about Trump - it’s also about every person
who participated in the conspiracy. Just because it looks like an airtight case to
us, doesn't mean it will to a judge or jury (remember that the majority of
Republicans think Trump is innocent and they serve on juries too.) It’s gonna
take time and these cases are actually moving very fast.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org

https://www.youtube.com/c/January6thCmte


68

● Charges brought. In the year and a half since the January 6th investigations began by
the Congressional January 6th Committee, DOJ and GA’s Fulton County DA:

○ Over 900 people have been charged and 390 have pleaded guilty, multiple
grand juries impaneled, evidence gathered and subpoenas issued.  (You can
track charges here.)

○ 11 Oath Keepers and 5 Proud Boys have been indicted by the DOJ for seditious
conspiracy and other crimes.

○ Steve Bannon was found guilty on two federal charges of Contempt of Congress
for refusing to appear for a deposition and refusing to produce documents to the
January 6th Committee. The conviction carries a mandatory prison sentence; the
sentencing hearing is scheduled for October 2022.

● Trials won. As of August 2022, there have been 20 trials of insurrectionists and all but
one have resulted in convictions. Over 235 defendants have been sentenced.

● Cooperating defendants. Eliciting the cooperation of major players in a criminal
conspiracy is key. Multiple Oath Keepers have pleaded guilty and are cooperating with
the DOJ.  High-ranking Proud Boy Charles Donohoe pleaded guilty to conspiracy and
agreed to testify in any and all 1/6 cases.

● DOJ is investigating Trump. Hopefully by now, everyone understands that the DOJ is
absolutely, unequivocally investigating Trump. AG Garland has said as much, as has his
Deputy AG Lisa Monaco. And just look at the investigation and results.

● For Updates: Highly recommend following Scott MacFarlane (CBS), Teri Kanefield and
Mueller She Wrote.

Judiciary

When we vote in elections for President and Senate, we are also voting for judges and
Supreme Court Justices who will decide our rights and freedoms for decades. Republicans have
long understood this and have steadily consolidated power in the federal courts with the help
of billionaire funding and the Federalist Society.  Unfortunately, we now have a 6-3 ultra-right
wing majority (instead of an 8-1 liberal majority) on the Supreme Court because not enough
people voted for Democrats in 2000 and 2016.

The threat of the current Supreme Court’s extremism to our fundamental rights was evident in
their recent rulings.  The Court ruled that states can regulate abortion but not firearms; the EPA
does not have the authority to protect the environment; police officers can overlook citizens
Miranda Rights; state legislatures have control over Tribal lands; and the separation of church
and state is nothing more than words. Fortunately, the majority of cases never make it to the
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Supreme Court, and the federal appellate and district courts are America’s best firewall which
is why Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and President Biden have worked incredibly
hard to get a record-breaking 83 judges confirmed.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Appointed and confirmed Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson. Justice Brown Jackson is the

first Black woman confirmed to the Supreme Court.
● Appointed and confirmed a record-breaking 83 of the most diverse and qualified

federal judges in 20 months. 67% of the judges are BIPOC and 74% of the judges
are women.

○ Note: We will need to hold the Senate to appoint any more judges. If we lose
the Senate, Republicans have said they will block every judicial appointment.

LGBTQIA+

The Biden-Harris Administration and Democrats have taken historic actions to advance
LGBTQIA+ equality, including expanding non-discrimination protections for LGBTQIA+ people
in housing, healthcare, education, and the criminal justice system; restoring open service for
transgender members of the military; and addressing the crisis of anti-transgender
discrimination and fatal violence. The House Democrats have passed the Equality Act which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex, gender identity, and sexual orientation, and would
expressly add LGBTQIA+ people to the Civil Rights Act.  House Democrats also passed the
Respect for Marriage Act which establishes that marriages performed in one state must be
recognized in all states, and codifies same-sex marriages for the purpose of benefits under
federal law.

What Have Biden and Dems Done?
● Passed the Equality Act in the House which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex,

gender identity, and sexual orientation and would expressly add LGBTQIA+ people to
the Civil Rights Act.  (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)

● Passed the Respect for Marriage Act in the House which establishes that marriages
performed in one state must be recognized in all states and codifies same-sex
marriages for the purpose of benefits under federal law.

● Overturned the Trump ban on openly transgender members of the U.S. Military.
● Prohibited discrimination in housing, lending, and education.
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● Prohibited discrimination in healthcare affirming that no one can be denied access to
health care services based on their sexual orientation, gender identity, or sex
characteristics, including intersex traits.

● Provided mental health resources for transgenger youth.
● Provided educational resources on gender-affirming care.
● Established the first Interagency Working Group on Safety, Opportunity, and Inclusion

for Transgender and Gender Diverse Individuals to address the crisis of anti-trans
stigma and violence.

● Extended birthright citizenship to children of same-sex couples.
● Authorized non-binary designations for passports.
● Updated the U.S. Census to include questions about sexual orientation and gender

identity.
● Removed the requirement for transgender people to show proof of gender identity to

update their Social Security records.
● Expanded LGBTQIA+ representation in government with over 14% of Administration

appointees identify as LGBTQIA+. The Senate confirmed the first openly gay cabinet
secretary - Pete Buttigieg, Secretary of Transportation - and Rachel Levine, first openly
transgender federal official, to be the nation’s assistant secretary of health.

● Initiated updates to TSA screenings procedures to reduce trans-discrimination.
● Expanded medical and legal support to LGBTQI+ families in the U.S. Armed Forces.
● Instructed the VA to review policies to remove barriers of care for transgender veterans.

More Details
● Passed the Equality Act in the House. This bill prohibits discrimination on the basis of

sex, gender identity, and sexual orientation and would expressly add LGBTQIA+ people
to the Civil Rights Act.  (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)

● Passed the ARespect for Marriage Act in the House. This bill establishes that
marriages performed in one state must be recognized in all states and codifies
same-sex marriages for the purpose of benefits under federal law.

● Provided mental health resources for transgenger youth. Transgender youth often
experience significant barriers to accessing supportive care. In response, the HHS
launched a website offering resources for transgender and LGBTQIA+ youth, their
parents, and providers. These resources include best practices for affirming an
LGBTQIA+ child, and information about suicide prevention services.

● Overturned the Trump ban on openly transgender members of the U.S. Military.
● Prohibited discrimination in housing, lending, and education.
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● Prohibited discrimination in healthcare. The Administration issued a new rule under
Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), affirming that nobody should be denied
access to health care services based on their sexual orientation, gender identity, or sex
characteristics, including intersex traits.

● Provided educational resources on gender-affirming care.
● Established the first Interagency Working Group on Safety, Opportunity, and

Inclusion for Transgender and Gender Diverse Individuals. This task force is
responsible for addressing the crisis of anti-trans stigma and violence.

● Extended birthright citizenship to children of same-sex couples.
● Authorized non-binary designations for passports. The State Department now allows

non-binary gender markers on passports. As of June 2022, U.S. passport applicants
may self-select their gender, even if their selected gender differs from their sex on other
citizenship or identity documents.

● Updated the U.S. Census to include questions about sexual orientation and gender
identity. The Administration’s budget includes $10M to fund critical research on how to
incorporation questions about sexual orientation and gender identity to the Census
Bureau’s American Community Survey. This data will help the government better serve
the LGBTQI+ community by providing valuable information on their jobs, educational
attainment, home ownership, etc.

● Removed the requirement for transgender people to show proof of gender identity
to update their social security records. The Social Security Administration announced
this will be implemented by Fall 2022. This will substantially improve transgender
individuals ability and experience in accessing their retirement benefits, obtaining
healthcare, and applying for jobs.

● Expanded LGBTQI+ representation in government. Over 14% of Administration
appointees identify as LGBTQ+. The Senate confirmed the first openly gay cabinet
secretary - Pete Buttigieg, Secretary of Transportation - and Rachel Levine, first openly
transgender federal official, to be the nation’s assistant secretary of health.

● Initiated updates to TSA screenings procedures to reduce trans-discrimination.
● Expanded medical and legal support to LGBTQI+ military families. The U.S. Armed

Forces has told service members that military medical facilities are available to provide
mental health support to them or their families in the wake of new laws banning
conversations of gender identity and sexual orientation in Florida and ordering
investigations into parents of transgender children for child abuse in Texas. Military
legal personnel are also available to provide free counseling to families wanting to
understand their legal protections and rights in states targeting gay and transgender
children. Families can also utilize the Exceptional Family Member Program if they need
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to be reassigned to a different state with a safer environment for their family or
LGBTQI+ child.

● Instructed the VA to review policies to remove barriers of care for transgender
veterans.

National Security & Foreign Policy

One of President Biden’s and Vice President Harris’ greatest (and most underrated)
accomplishments is their success in foreign policy and national security.  After Trump’s divisive,
“America First” nationalism, constant denigration of NATO and other international
organizations, and enthusiastic embrace of authoritarian leaders, President Biden, VP Harris
and their Administration have restored diplomatic relationships with allies and international
organizations; rejoined treaties; strengthened and expanded NATO; united the majority of the
world against Putin and Russia’s war on Ukraine; ended a 20 year war in Afghanistan;
executed the largest airlift in history; restored aid to Palestinians; stood against authoritarian
regimes; reinstated climate action and COVID cooperation with allies; and conducted two
significant successful counter-terrorism operations. Congressional Democrats have also been
united in their stance against Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, have approved billions in support for
Ukraine and been resolute in their support of Taiwan.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● United the West against Putin and behind Ukraine, standing against authoritarianism

and for democracy.
● Strengthened and expanded NATO which, in turn, strengthened our national and global

security.
● Delivered critical intelligence and military support to Ukraine before and during Russia’s

war.
● Restored $250M in humanitarian aid to Palestinians which Trump eliminated.
● Ended the 20 year war in Afghanistan that was never once authorized by Congress, lost

over 172K lives and cost $6.5T.
● Promoted gender equality internationally by launching the Build Back Better World

Partnership with G7 partners to meet infrastructure needs in low- and middle-income
countries.

● Re-established international cooperation on climate change and COVID-19 efforts,
making these a priority in foreign policy and national security.
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● Conducted two significant successful counter-terrorism operations with the
assassination of a high-ranking official of the Islamic State militant group and top
al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahri. There were no civilian casualties.

● Implemented new rules and measures for combating extremism in the military through
the Department of Defense.

● House Democrats approved an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act
to compel government officials to prepare a report on combating white supremacists
and neo-Nazi activity in the police and military.  (Every House Republican voted against
it.)

● See What A Difference A VP Makes section for more details on VP Harris’ work on
foreign policy and national security.

More Details
● United the West against Putin and behind Ukraine, standing against

authoritarianism and for democracy.
○ As most will recall, Trump and his Administration withheld $400M in

Congressionally mandated military funding for Ukraine while it tried to
blackmail Ukraine into providing political dirt on Biden. Trump viewed Putin as
an ally and had planned to withdraw from NATO if he won in 2020.

○ President Biden and his Administration, in contrast, began working behind the
scenes in April 2021 – 10 months before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and only a
few months after taking office – to strengthen NATO’s commitment to
countering Putin’s military aggression.

○ As the threat of escalation became more evident, the Biden-Harris
Administration continued to work with its allies in NATO to lay the groundwork
for sanctions. They also continued to prepare Ukraine for Russia’s invasion by
providing critical intelligence and guidance, and later billions in military support
which has been essential to Ukraine’s longevity.

○ When Russia invaded, the global community quickly rallied to impose significant
sanctions – something that many thought would never happen. President Biden
and his administration deserve an enormous amount of credit for taking action
early on to strategize and rally allies to ensure that Putin did not prevail in his
authoritarian power grab.

● Strengthened and expanded NATO which, in turn, strengthened our national and
global security.

○ As discussed above, just months into his administration, President Biden began
organizing a coalition of NATO members and allies in an unprecedented effort to
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stand against Putin’s aggression (something that did not and would never
happen under Trump).

○ Further, “Biden concluded that the best way to derail Putin’s hope for dividing
NATO would be the accession of two strong new members, Finland and
Sweden.”

○ Previously, Finland and Sweden had avoided having military alliances. However,
following Biden’s successful diplomatic efforts to change Finland’s and
Sweden’s positions, Finland and Sweden applied and were accepted into NATO
in August 2022, marking a significant expansion of NATO’s power against
Russia. The US Senate also overwhelmingly approved the admission of these
two countries into NATO.

○ “The Biden administration’s organization of this coalition to support Ukraine may
look simple in retrospect. But it was a complicated coordination of diplomatic,
military and intelligence resources that pulled together dozens of nations at
what may prove to be a hinge point in modern history. Putin thought he could
roll through Biden and the West to an easy victory in Kyiv. The Russian leader
made a catastrophic mistake in overvaluing his own strength and
underestimating the resolve of Biden and his team.”

● Delivered critical intelligence and military support to Ukraine before and during
Russia’s war. When Russia invaded, many experts predicted Ukraine would not last
even a week.  Instead, nearly seven months later, the war continues but Ukraine still
stands while Russia continues to experience massive losses and worldwide sanctions.
As of August 2022, the U.S. has given Ukraine $10.6B in monetary aid in addition to US
intelligence.

● Restored $250M in humanitarian aid to Palestinians which Trump eliminated. Shortly
after assuming office, the Biden-Harris Administration restored economic, development,
and humanitarian assistance for the Palestinian people through the United Nations
relief workers agency.  Trump had cut virtually all funding to Palestinians, including to
those in Syria, in 2018.

● Ended the 20 year war in Afghanistan that was never once authorized by Congress,
lost over 172K lives and cost $6.5T.

○ Background: The US invaded Afghanistan in October 2001 after the Taliban
government refused to turn over Osama-bin-Laden.

■ In February 2020, Trump entered into an agreement – not with the
existing Afghan government which was completely excluded from the
negotiation – but with the Taliban. The agreement limited direct US
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military action against the insurgents and required the US to release
5,000 Taliban prisoners in Afghanistan.

■ It also required the Taliban to not harbor any terrorist organizations;
though it was later clear that the Taliban and Al-Qaeda were working
together.

■ Trump’s agreement with the Taliban had no enforcement mechanism,
and all but ensured the Taliban’s ability to take over Afghanistan. It gave
all the power to the Taliban and did not require that the Taliban stop its
attacks on the Afghan military. In fact, the agreement allowed the
Taliban to rebuild its military strength and prepare for the scheduled US
withdrawal.

■ Not surprisingly, the agreement was widely criticized by national security
experts including H.R. McMaster – Trump’s second national security
advisor – who called it “a surrender agreement with the Taliban.”

■ In the meantime, Trump had also been withdrawing troops – which his
Secy of Defense Mark Esper said contributed to the challenges of
withdrawing in 2021.

■ Former Afghan President Ashraf Ghani said that “the Trump’s
administration’s deal with the Taliban that intended to lead to the
withdrawal of U.S. troops from the country was a disaster.”

■ More importantly, Trump guaranteed that the US withdrawal would be
met with attacks by the Taliban on Afghans and their government.

○ Afghanistan War Casualties - Over 172K (as of April 2021):
■ American service members killed - 2,448.
■ U.S. contractors: 3,846.
■ Afghan national military and police: 66,000.
■ Other allied service members, including from other NATO member

states: 1,144.
■ Afghan civilians: 47,245.
■ Taliban and other opposition fighters: 51,191.
■ Aid workers: 444.
■ Journalists: 72.

○ Cost: Unlike other wars which were financed through war bonds or raising
taxes, the war in Afghanistan was financed through debt. As of 2002, the war
cost $2T, but because it is debt-financed, it will cost $6.5T through 2050.

○ Enter President Biden in 2021: Biden was a senator when the war in
Afghanistan began and as VP under Obama, he saw the war continue to

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org

https://www.axios.com/2021/08/20/trump-taliban-agreement-doha-biden
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/08/20/trump-peace-deal-taliban/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/08/20/trump-peace-deal-taliban/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/3602087-former-afghan-president-agrees-trumps-deal-with-taliban-on-us-withdrawal-was-a-disaster/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/3602087-former-afghan-president-agrees-trumps-deal-with-taliban-on-us-withdrawal-was-a-disaster/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/3602087-former-afghan-president-agrees-trumps-deal-with-taliban-on-us-withdrawal-was-a-disaster/
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/files/cow/imce/papers/2020/Peltier%202020%20-%20The%20Cost%20of%20Debt-financed%20War.pdf
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/files/cow/imce/papers/2020/Peltier%202020%20-%20The%20Cost%20of%20Debt-financed%20War.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-business-afghanistan-43d8f53b35e80ec18c130cd683e1a38f
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-business-afghanistan-43d8f53b35e80ec18c130cd683e1a38f


76

escalate with more troops and little progress, and a country that wanted the
war to end.

■ Fast forward 20 years and 3 presidents, the situation remained the same
with little prospect for improvement without total withdrawal. Trump’s
agreement with the Taliban had negotiated a total troop withdrawal by
May 1, 2021. Biden extended the scheduled withdrawal until August 31,
2021.

■ On August 15, 2021, Kabul and the Afghan government fell to the
Taliban. At this point, the option was to deploy more troops or exit. After
20 years, President Biden made the difficult decision of exiting.

■ Not surprisingly, the Taliban’s attacks increased and the media pounced
on Biden, disregarding the entire history that led to that moment,
including Trump’s “agreement” with the Taliban which ensured that the
Taliban would take over and unleash chaos on Afghans.

■ Despite this, between August 14th and August 25th, over 124K people
were airlifted out of Afghanistan – one of the largest and most successful
airlifts in US military history on a single runaway at an airport under
constant attack from the Taliban – the same Taliban with which Trump
entered a “peace agreement.”

● “It’s shamefully easy for presidents to start wars and much, much
harder to end them. Biden’s decision to withdraw now is not, as
his critics say, “an indelible stain on his presidency” or a “cowardly
betrayal” or a sign of “weakness.” It is perhaps the boldest foreign
policy move by a president in my lifetime.”

■ Christmas 2021 was the first Christmas in 20 years that there were no
American soldiers at war.

● See What A Difference A VP Makes section for more details on VP Harris’ work on
foreign policy and national security.

● Promoted gender equality internationally. The Biden-Harris Administration launched
the Build Back Better World Partnership with G7 partners to meet infrastructure needs
in low- and middle-income countries. Gender equity is one of the initiative’s four pillars
-- alongside climate, health and security, and digital technology.

● Re-established international cooperation on climate change and COVID-19 efforts.
Immediately after taking office in January 2021, Biden issued an executive order
establishing climate change as a priority in foreign policy and national security. Since
then the US has rejoined the Paris Agreement and engaged in a multitude of actions
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with federal agencies and international organizations to address the impact of climate
change and to coordinate COVID action.

● Conducted two significant successful counter-terrorism operations. Maher al-Agal, a
high-ranking official of the Islamic State militant group, was killed in Syria, and top
al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahri was killed in a strike in Afghanistan in July 2022.
There were no civilian casualties.

● Implemented new rules and measures for combating extremism in the military
through the Department of Defense. In 2021, the Department of Defense released
the report on Countering Extremist Activity within DOD.  Though military members
have long been prohibited from actively participating in white supremacy and hate
groups, this report sought to address the rise of extremism since the January 6th attack
on our Capitol.

● House Democrats approved an amendment to the National Defense Authorization
Act to compel government officials to prepare a report on combating white
supremacists and neo-Nazi activity in the police and military. Every Republican voted
against the measure. In addition, every Republican on the Senate Armed Services
Committee voted for the Pentagon to “immediately” halt the counter-extremism
programs.

○ Note: 17% of those charged with January 6 crimes had military ties, and most of
those were veterans. Further, “in the past 31 years, domestic violent extremist
attacks by veterans and active-duty servicemembers have killed more than 300
people and injured nearly 2,000 more.”

Racial Equity

Democrats and the Biden-Harris Administration have worked to reverse generations of racial
injustice and improve racial equity on all fronts - from the economy to healthcare to public
safety to housing discrimination to environmental justice to racial violence to voting rights to
education. Though legislation (see American Rescue Plan, the Inflation Reduction Act, Safer
Communities Act, Emmet Till Anti-Lynching Act, COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act), as well as legislation that only passed in the House such as Build
Back Better, the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, the George Floyd Policing Act)
and executive orders, Democrats and the Biden-Harris administration have begun to make
significant progress and will be able to do even more with a larger Senate majority.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
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Community Equity
● Provided massive investments to improve infrastructure - clean water/lead pipes, roads,

public transportation and internet service - in communities of color.
● Taken actions to reduce housing discrimination.
● Reformed the home appraisal process to eliminate discrimination.
● Launched a new enforcement policy to ban redlining.
● Invested in community violence intervention programs to improve public safety.
● Launched the Heirs’ Property Relending Program to assist Black landowners in

resolving title issues.

Economic Equity
● Supported historic income growth for Black and Hispanic workers with Black

households reaching about 7.5% annualized real income growth over the past two
years with the help of Biden’s economic strategy and the American Rescue Plan.

● Provided $25B in rental assistance, nearly $20B in homeowner assistance and $10B to
families at risk of homelessness, reducing foreclosure filings in 2021 to a historic low
with 29% fewer filings than in 2020 and 95% below the 2010 recession.

● Provided immediate financial relief with the American Rescue Plan through
rental/housing assistance, stimulus checks, tax breaks and childcare tax credits.

● Lowered childcare costs by expanding the Child Tax Credit which cut child poverty in
half for 61.2M children and 36M households, including more than half of all Black,
Hispanic and Asian American children.

● Instituted $15 minimum wage for federal workers, 40% of which are people of color.
● Increased BIPOC entrepreneurship to the highest it has been in a decade for Hispanic

Asian American entrepreneurs, and the fastest rate since 1995 for Black entrepreneurs.
● Mandated pay equity for federal contractors.
● Supported small and minority-owned businesses.
● Improved Black, Asian American, and Hispanic employment/labor participation to

record highs.
● Forgave over $300B in student loans which will cut student loan debt nearly in half for

most Black borrowers and more than one in four Black borrowers will have their
balance forgiven. About half of Latino borrowers will have their entire federal loan debt
forgiven.

Environmental Equity

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org



79

● Prioritized environmental justice in the Inflation Reduction Act which will fund $60B in
clean energy and emissions reductions specifically for underserved and disadvantaged
communities.

● Launched federal environmental justice initiatives to ensure federal agencies deliver
40% of the benefits of clean energy, affordable and sustainable housing, clean water,
and other investments to underserved and disadvantaged communities.

● Implemented policies to reduce barriers for Black communities facing natural disasters.

Healthcare Equity
● Addressed racial disparities in healthcare with the enactment of the John Lewis NIMHD

Research Endowment Revitalization Act of 2021 which will expand critical research
into racial disparities in healthcare.

● Expanded accessibility and affordability of healthcare by expanding access to zero- and
low-premium health insurance plans for uninsured and disadvantaged communities.

● Implemented policies to reduce maternal mortality among Black and Native American
women.

● Improved mental health support in communities of color and low-income communities.
● Improved COVID responses in communities of color and achieved equitable rates of

vaccination across communities of color.
● Built pipelines for Black healthcare providers by investing $1.5B in growing and

diversifying the nation’s healthcare workforce to increase equitable health care.

Broad Racial Equity Efforts
● Expanded the DOJ’s Civil Rights Division.
● Passed the Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act - it took 200 attempts since 1900 to get this

passed.
● Passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act.
● Passed the Safer Communities Act - the first gun control bill passed in 30 years.
● Passed the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act which would restore and

strengthen the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (VRA) if it passes in the Senate.
● Passed the George Floyd Policing Act in the House (blocked by Senate Republicans) - a

sweeping police reform bill.
● Implemented Equity Act plans to advance racial equity and support underserved

communities with 90 federal agencies.
● Increased funding for Historically Black Colleges and Universities and their students

with the Biden-Harris Administration investing a historic $6.6B in HBCUs.
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● Directed federal agencies to address and improve public safety for Native American and
Indigenous communities through enforcement and prevention.

● Increased the accessibility and affordability of childcare by providing $39B in
stabilization grants to more than 190K childcare providers, 20% of whom were Black
childcare providers, serving more than 8M children.

● Reduced child poverty by nearly half for Black and Hispanic families and 27% for
Asian-American children by expanding eligibility for Child Tax Credits to 61.2M children
and 26M households.

More Details
Community Equity

● Provided massive investments to improve infrastructure - clean water/lead pipes,
roads, public transportation and internet service - in communities of color. The
American Rescue Plan (ARP) and Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) have
provided significant investments to replace lead pipes for clean water, improve roads
and public transportation, expand fast and cheap broadband services, and create
good-paying union jobs.

● Taken actions to reduce housing discrimination. The Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) is taking action to eliminate the racial home-ownership gap
and address the disproportionate rates of homelessness among among people of color,
low-income individuals and families, veterans, and LGBTQI+ Americans. HUD is also
taking actions to reduce bias in home appraisals.

● Reformed the home appraisal process to eliminate discrimination. In March 2022, the
Biden-Harris Administration’s Interagency Task Force on Property Appraisal and
Valuation Equity (PAVE) released the PAVE Action Plan, which represents the most
wide-ranging set of reforms ever put forward to advance equity in the home appraisal
process.

● Launched a new enforcement policy to ban redlining. The DOJ has launched a new
enforcement effort banning modern-day redlining practices. Redlining is a
discriminatory practice in which lenders refuses to issue loans and other financial
services to customers who reside in neighborhoods that are predominately low-income
and/or communities of color.

● Invested in community violence intervention programs to improve public safety. As
part of the FY22 Appropriations package, Biden secured funding for community
violence intervention programs, which have been shown to reduce violence by up to
60%. The Administration has also invested in reducing gun crime and ensuring public
safety, specifically in communities of color that are disproportionately impacted by gun
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violence. Congress also passed the Safer Communities Act which takes a multi-prong
approach to increase public safety and reduce violent crime in the US by increasing
funding for crime intervention through community programs; hiring more crisis
responders, and social workers; holding police accountable; and passing gun control
legislation.

● Launched the Heirs’ Property Relending Program to assist Black landowners in
resolving title issues. The Department of Agriculture launched the Heirs’ Property
Relending Program, which primarily aids underserved communities by providing funds
to assist heirs in resolving ownership and succession issues on farmland with multiple
owners. An estimated 60% of Black-owned land in the South is “heir property” --
property passed through inheritances without a will -- which has historically made
these homeowners ineligible for USDA programs and lending.

Economic Equity
● Supported income growth for Black and Hispanic workers. Since the beginning of the

COVID-19 pandemic, Black and Hispanic households have experienced the greatest
income growth trends, with Black households reaching about 7.5% annualized real
income growth over the past two years, as a result of Biden’s economic strategy and
the American Rescue Plan.

● Provided $25B in rental assistance, nearly $20B in homeowner assistance and $10B
to families at risk of homelessness.

○ Of the $25B in rental assistance that was spent in 2021, 40% of aid recipients
were Black Americans.

○ As a result of these protections, foreclosure filings in 2021 were at a historic low
with 29% fewer filings than in 2020 and 95% below the 2010 recession.

● Provided immediate financial relief with the American Rescue Plan (ARP). ARP
provided cash relief directly to low- and middl- income Americans last year, through
rental/housing assistance, stimulus checks, tax breaks and childcare tax credits.

● Lowered childcare costs which cut child poverty in half for 61.2M children and 36M
households. ARP significantly lowered child care costs for families by expanding the
Child Tax Credit and allowing a median income family with two kids under age 13 to
receive up to $8,000 towards their child care expenses, compared with a maximum of
$1,200 previously. This helped 61.2M children and 36M households.

● Instituted $15 minimum wage for federal workers, 40% of which are people of color.
President Biden signed a series of Executive Orders providing a $15 minimum wage for
federal employees and contractors to address wage disparities. This benefitted more
than 370K workers - 40% of whom are people of color - in 2022 alone.
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● Increased BIPOC entrepreneurship. ARP and Biden’s economic plan fueled new
business growth. Hispanic and Asian American business formation is the highest it has
been in a decade, and Black entrepreneurship has increased at the fastest rate since
1995.

● Mandated pay equity for federal contractors. President Biden has mandated the
federal government develop policies to ensure pay equity for federal contractors,
including limiting or banning the collection of prior pay history in the employment
process.

● Supported small and minority-owned businesses. President Biden has mandated
reforms to the federal procurement process to offer new opportunities to small and
minority-owned businesses. If passed in the Senate (it passed in the House), Build Back
Better (BBB) would invest $100B in small and minority-owned businesses over the
next five years.

● Improved Black, Asian American, and Hispanic employment/labor participation. Due
to Biden’s economic strategy and the American Rescue Plan, Black participation in the
labor force has rebounded after recent declines - participation is now equivalent to
White participation in the labor force. Between January 2021 and April 2022, Asian
American unemployment fell from 6.6% to 3.1% and Hispanic unemployment fell from
9.4% to 4.1%—the largest calendar year drop on record—which is below pre-pandemic
levels. Hispanic women’s unemployment, specifically, has fallen from 8.8% in January
2021 to 3.8% in April 2022.

● Forgave over $300B in student loans. On August 24, 2022, President Biden
announced his historic plan to forgive even more student loan debt (the administration
has already forgiven over $30B) which will benefit over 40M borrowers and at least
20M will see their debt eliminated. The forgiveness program will cut student loan debt
nearly in half for most Black borrowers and more than one in four Black borrowers will
have their balance forgiven. About half of Latino borrowers will have their entire federal
loan debt forgiven. More details:

○ $10K loan forgiveness for individuals with an income of less than $125K.
○ $20K loan forgiveness for Pell Grant recipients with an income of less than

$125K. (72% of Pell Grant recipients are Black.)
○ All loan payments are capped at 5% of the borrower’s monthly discretionary

income (i.e. income after accounting for living expenses) instead of the previous
10%.

○ For borrowers with original loan balances of $12,000 or less, loan balances will
be forgiven in full after 10 years of payments instead of 20 years.
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○ No borrower’s loan balance will increase due to interest as long as they make
their monthly payments—even if that monthly payment is $0 because their
income is low.

○ No borrower earning under 225% of the federal poverty level—about the
annual equivalent of a $15 minimum wage for a single borrower—will have to
make a monthly payment.

○ The pause on federal student loan repayment was extended through December
31, 2022.

Environmental Equity
● Prioritized environmental justice in the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) which will fund

$60B in clean energy and emissions reductions specifically for underserved and
disadvantaged communities. Community groups, governments, and tribes can also
qualify for $3B in block grants for EJ programs (e.g. cleaning up abandoned mines,
monitoring air quality, and improving extreme weather resilience). IRA also has $3B to
restore and reconnect communities that are divided by highways.

● Launched federal environmental justice initiatives. The Biden-Harris Administration
introduced the Justice40 Initiative to ensure federal agencies deliver 40% of the
benefits of clean energy, affordable and sustainable housing, clean water, and other
investments to underserved and disadvantaged communities.

● Implemented policies to reduce barriers for Black communities facing natural
disasters. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) implemented policy
changes to reduce barriers contributing to the disparities experienced by Black
Americans receiving individual assistance during and after experiencing natural
disasters.

Healthcare Equity
● Addressed racial disparities in healthcare. President Biden signed into law the John

Lewis NIMHD Research Endowment Revitalization Act of 2021 to expand critical
research into racial disparities in healthcare.

● Expanded accessibility and affordability of healthcare. The American Rescue Plan
expanded access to zero- and low-premium health insurance plans for uninsured and
disadvantaged communities. Enrollment in quality, affordable healthcare coverage also
increased, with 14.5M people signing up for insurance through the ACA Marketplaces.
76% of uninsured Black Americans could find a plan for less than $50 a month, and
66% could find a plan for free in 2021 with subsidies.
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● Implemented policies to reduce maternal mortality. Biden implemented policies to
reduce unacceptably high maternal mortality rates among Black and Native American
women.

● Improved mental health support in communities of color and low-income
communities. The Administration launched a new national strategy for expanding
access to mental health care in communities of color and low-income communities who
disproportionately fail to receive mental health support.

● Improved COVID responses in communities of color and achieved equitable rates of
vaccination across communities of color. Communities of color were
disproportionately hit by COVID economically and health-wise. The Biden-Harris
Administration established the COVID-19 Health Equity Task Force and prioritized an
equitable recovery from COVID-19, achieving equitable rates of vaccination across
communities of color.

● Built pipelines for Black healthcare providers. The Biden-Harris Administration
invested $1.5B in growing and diversifying the nation’s healthcare workforce to
increase equitable health care in the communities that need it most during the
COVID-19 pandemic and in the years to come. This investment has supported over
2,700 providers—a record number of skilled doctors, dentists, nurses, and behavioral
health providers committed to working in underserved communities.

Broad Racial Equity Efforts
● Expanded the DOJ’s Civil Rights Division.
● Passed the Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act. This landmark federal law makes lynching

a federal hate crime. It has taken 200 attempts since 1900 to get this passed.
● Passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act. Hate crimes against all Americans rose over

39% in 37 cities in 2021 over 2020. However, across 21 cities there was a 224% rise of
hate crimes against victims of Asian descent during the same period.  To counter rising
hate crimes, Congress passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act which is considered the
single most significant piece of legislation to improve federal hate crime data since the
Hate Crimes Statistics Act of 1990. The Act also incentivizes state and local law
enforcement to provide hate crime training and report hate crimes to the Department of
Justice. Finally, it seeks to improve relationships between the AAPI community and
police.

● Passed the Safer Communities Act - the first gun control bill passed in 30 years. In
addition to requiring background checks for buyers under 21, closing the “boyfriend
loophole,” supporting red flag laws, SCA also provides extensive funding for youth
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mental health services and anti-violence prevention and intervention programs. See
What A Difference A Democratic Congress Makes section for more details.

● Passed the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act. This Act was passed by the
Democratic majority in the House in August 2021 and would restore and strengthen
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (VRA) after it was gutted by the Supreme Court in 2013.

● Passed the George Floyd Policing Act in the House. This sweeping police reform bill
was blocked by Senate Republicans, but with a larger Dem Senate majority would be
enacted. See Criminal Justice Reform section for more details.

● Implemented Equity Act plans to advance racial equity and support underserved
communities with 90 federal agencies. Biden issued a historic executive order
directing the federal government to advance an ambitious equity and racial justice
agenda. More than 90 federal agencies, including all Cabinet-level agencies, have
released Equity Action Plans which lay out more than 300 concrete strategies and
commitments to address systemic barriers in national policies in programs that prevent
underserved communities from succeeding. More detail here.

● Increased funding for Historically Black Colleges and Universities and their students.
The Administration invested a historic $5.8B in HBCUs, mitigating the negative impact
of the pandemic. This included $1.6B in debt relief from loans provided to HBCUs,
resulting in debt relief for 45 HBCUs.  President Biden’s FY22 budget also included
over $800M for HBCUs to support research, infrastructure development, and student
services.

● Directed federal agencies to address and improve public safety for Native American
and Indigenous communities. Biden issued an executive order directing the
Departments of Justice, Interior, Homeland Security, and Health and Human Services to
improve public safety and justice for Native Americans, and to address the epidemic of
missing or murdered Indigenous peoples, which disproportionately affects Native
women and girls. The Department of the Interior also established the Missing and
Murdered Unit to pursue justice for missing or murdered American Indians and Alaska
Natives.

● Increased the accessibility and affordability of childcare. The American Rescue Plan
invested $39B in childcare to compensate early childhood educators, providing a safe
and healthy environment for children while their parents work. These stabilization
grants were delivered to more than 190K childcare providers, 20% of whom were Black
childcare providers, serving more than 8M children.

● Reduced child poverty by nearly half for Black and Hispanic families and 27% for
Asian-American children. The American Rescue Plan expanded eligibility for Child Tax
Credits (CTC) to 61.2M children and 26M households. Of these 61.2M children, the CTC
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applied to more than half of all Black, Hispanic and Asian-American children. As a
result of the CTC, child poverty fell to its lowest level on record in 2021 – reducing
Black and Hispanic child poverty by nearly half and by 27% for Asian American
children. Also:

○ Democrats eliminated a provision that prevented roughly 1/3 of the nation's
children and half of all Black and Hispanic children from fully benefiting —
because their families earned too little income.

○ Instead of forcing families to wait until tax time for the CTC as a lump sum,
Democrats chose to disburse half of the benefit in monthly payments between
July and December.

○ The American Rescue Plan increased the CTC from half to a full credit for half of
Black children and half of Hispanic children. Providing the full benefit to all but
the highest income families is responsible for 88% of the CTC’s poverty
reduction.

○ A permanent expansion of the CTC and Earned Income Tax Credit for Puerto
Rico families increased CTC eligibility from 10% of Puerto Rico families to 97%.

○ The Biden-Harris Administration automatically enrolled hard to reach families
with 729K children for the CTC.

Senior Citizens & Social Security

Senior citizens are one of the largest, most reliable voting blocs and often vote for Republicans;
yet, recent polls have shown that GOP support among the 65+ voters has dropped
significantly in recent months. This is not surprising given that the GOP plans to cut Social
Security and Medicare, and has repeatedly voted against the interests of senior citizens by
opposing programs to help senior citizens, including lowering Rx drug costs; making healthcare
more affordable; and providing financial, housing and healthcare assistance to seniors during
the pandemic.  The GOP also denigrated vaccines and efforts to protect seniors from COVID,
despite seniors comprising 80% of COVID deaths in 2020.  In contrast, the Biden-Harris
Administration and Democrats have prioritized the health, safety and economic well-being of
senior citizens. With the Inflation Reduction Act, Rx drugs costs and healthcare costs will be
reduced. The American Rescue Plan (which not one Republican voted for) funded long-term
care, housing, struggling pensions through 2051 and nutrition assistance. The Biden-Harris
Administration and Dems have also improved assisted living facilities, provided hearing aids
over the counter at much lower prices, and are working to protect Social Security and Medicare.
(Republicans are working to gut Social Security and Medicare.)
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What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?

Reduce Rx Drug and Healthcare Costs
● Made hearing aids available online and in retail stores beginning in October 2022 for

nearly $3K less than the prescription price - for the first time ever.
● Passed the Inflation Reduction Act which will:

○ Significantly reduce Medicare Rx drugs for 46M Americans bc Medicare will be
able to negotiate lower Rx drug costs for the first time ever.

○ Insulin payments will be capped at $35 per month for Medicare recipients
beginning in 2023.

○ Out of pocket expenses for Medicare Rx drugs will be capped at $2K per year.
○ Healthcare will be more affordable under the ACA with an average savings of

over $950 annually  for eligible people ages 50-64, and all consumers will
continue to pay  no more than 8.5% of their income for ACA health insurance
premiums.

Protected Social Security and Medicare
● Proposed two pieces of legislation - the Social Security Expansion Act and the Social

Security 2100 Act - to save Social Security and Medicare, expand and improve benefits
for senior citizens and ensure that it will be fully funded for the next 75+ years.

Other Actions To Support Senior Citizens
● The Department of Health & Human Services Administration for Community Living

provided $1.4B in funding from the American Rescue Plan for Older Americans Act
programs to support vaccine outreach and coordination, address social isolation,
provide family caregiver support, and offer nutrition support.

● Expanded funding for home and community based services through the American
Rescue Plan.

● Increased access to affordable housing for low-income seniors.
● Provided COVID-19 vaccinations and testing for elderly residents in HUD-Assisted

Housing.
● Expanded nutrition assistance for low-income seniors.
● Enacted reforms to improve nursing facilities to ensure taxpayer dollars support nursing

homes that provide safe, adequate, and dignified care.
● Protected workers’ pension plans, including vulnerable union pension plans, from

failing through the Butch Lewis Emergency Pension Plan Relief Act of 2021.
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What Republicans plan to do if they win November:
● Cut Social Security and Medicare by privatizing, reducing payments, raising the

minimum age, and making it discretionary which means each year Congress would
decide whether it should be renewed.

○ Sen. Mitch McConnell: “US debt is driven by Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid.” This is false and here’s Ronald Reagan explaining why.

○ AZ Senate candidate Blake Masters: “Maybe we should privatize Social
Security. Right? Private retirement accounts, get the government out of it.”

○ Sen. Ron Johnson: Social Security “was set up improperly” and that it would
have been better to invest the money in the stock market. He also told a radio
show that Social Security and Medicare should be axed as "mandatory"
programs and be subject to "discretionary" spending, meaning it would be up to
the whims of Congress whether to renew them. He has also suggested it should
be renewed on a yearly basis.

○ Sen. Lindsey Graham said “individual private accounts” may be part of Social
Security’s future. He also said seniors may have to “take a little less” and “pay a
little more in.”

○ Sen. Marco Rubio praised Sen. Rick Scott’s plan to “sunset” (i.e. kill) Social
Security and Medicare. Rubio supports cutting Social Security benefits by raising
the retirement age.  He is also pushing a bogus “paid leave” plan that requires
new parents to fund the leave themselves—with a cut to their future Social
Security benefits.

● Raise the Social Security age requirement to 70 years old.
● Block any legislation to lower Rx drug prices. (They have already voted against

lowering healthcare costs and drug prices when they voted against the $35 insulin cap,
the American Rescue Plan and the Inflation Reduction Act.)

● Raise taxes on senior citizens. Under FL Senator Rick Scott’s America First plan,
Republicans planned to raise taxes on senior citizens, working class and middle
Americans because they don’t think they’re paying their fair share even though they
gave a $2.2T tax cut to billionaires and corporations. This would amount to a $1T tax
increase over 10 years and only imposed on households with less than $100K in
income. Though Mitch McConnell came out against it, Scott is the Chair of the National
Republican Senate Comm and Trump’s pick for Senate Majority Leader. In June 2022,
Scott dropped raising taxes from his proposal, but if he’s Senate Majority Leader, he will
likely try to pass it.
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More Details
Important Facts about Social Security and Medicare:

○ Since FDR signed Social Security into law 87 years ago and Johnson signed
Medicare into law 57 years ago, Americans have come to rely upon Social
Security and Medicare when planning their retirements. Currently, 65M
Americans rely on Social Security for income.

○ The most recent evidence indicates that around 1 in 7 seniors rely on Social
○ Security for more than 90% of their income.
○ About half of Americans 55 and older have no retirement savings.
○ The average Social Security benefit is only $1,540 a month.
○ Social Security is not going broke. Social Security has a $2.85T surplus in its

trust fund and can pay every promised benefit to every eligible American until
the year 2035. After that, the Social Security Administration estimates that
there will be enough funding available to pay 80% of promised benefits.

○ Republicans have cut (or tried to cut) these programs to fund the tax cuts they
gave to the wealthy (see Newt Gingrich in 1995 cut $270B from Medicare to
finance $245B in tax cuts; and in 2022, Republicans want to cut these programs
to fund the $2.2T tax cut they gave to billionaires in 2017 and which added $2T
to the deficit).

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?

Reduce Rx Drug and Healthcare Costs
● Made hearing aids available online and in retail stores beginning in October 2022 for

nearly $3K less than the prescription price. After years of lobbying by advocates for
the hearing impaired, seniors and veterans, Biden’s July 2021 Executive Order on
Competition allows anyone to buy hearing aids over the counter and for much less.
This is huge. 75% of seniors with hearing loss don’t have a hearing aid because of the
prohibitive cost. Even mild hearing loss among older people can increase social
isolation and, studies show, double dementia risk. Hearing loss also affects many
veterans and manufacturing workers.

● Passed the Inflation Reduction Act which reduces Medicare Rx drugs and healthcare
costs for nearly 46M seniors despite huge opposition by Big Pharma and over
$200M spent to oppose it. The IRA was enthusiastically praised by AARP and other
senior citizen advocacy orgs.  (Every Republican voted against it and voted for keeping
drug prices high for senior citizens.)
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○ For the first time ever, Medicare will be able to negotiate lower Rx drug costs
- a huge savings for 46M senior citizens and millions of people with disabilities
with Medicare.

○ Medicare Rx drugs will be capped at $2,000 per year. Seniors and other
people with Medicare will have their out of pocket spending for prescription
drugs capped at $2K per year – no matter what their drug bills would otherwise
be.

○ Insulin payments will be capped at $35 per month for Medicare recipients
beginning in 2023.

○ Healthcare will be more affordable under the ACA. For people who buy their
health insurance through the ACA marketplaces, the bill extend s the expanded
federal premium subsidy and other financial enhancements made under the
American Rescue Plan through 2025. For people 50-64 years of age, these
subsidies provide an average savings of over $950 annually , and all consumers
will continue to pay  no more than 8.5% of their income for ACA health insurance
premiums.

Protected Social Security and Medicare
● Proposed legislation to save Social Security and Medicare and ensure that it will be

fully funded for over 75 years. Currently, Democrats have two bills pending to protect
Social Security and Medicare and both would expand and improve benefits.

○ Proposed by Sen. Sanders, Sen. Warren and others, the Social Security
Expansion Act increases benefits and ensures that no one will retire into poverty
after a lifetime of work. It also updates cost-of-living calculations to make it
more accurate and pays for every penny of those benefit increases. It completely
eliminates Social Security’s projected shortfall so that all benefits will be paid in
full and on time for the next 75 years and beyond.  It does this by reapplying
payroll taxes starting at incomes from $250K and up.

○ Proposed by Rep. Larsen, the Social Security 2100 Act has similar provisions
and would reapply payroll taxes starting at incomes from $400K and up.

Other Actions To Support Senior Citizens
● The Department of Health & Human Services Administration for Community Living

provided $1.4B in funding from the American Rescue Plan for Older Americans Act
programs to support vaccine outreach and coordination, address social isolation,
provide family caregiver support, and offer nutrition support. It also funded programs to
ensure the safety and protection of older adults:
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○ Food Assistance: $750M for meals for older adults. With this funding for Older
Americans Act nutrition programs, states will be able to continue
home-delivered meals as well as “drive-through” or “grab-and-go” meals for
older adults who typically would participate in meal programs at community
centers that have been closed due to the pandemic. It also allowed states to
re-open meal program locations safely that might have closed during the
pandemic.

○ Household Assistance: $460M for Home and Community Based Services
(HCBS) through the Older Americans Act. This funding provided help to those
who needed help with household chores and grocery shopping; transportation
to essential services (such as grocery stores, banks, or doctors); and case
management. The funding also was used to vaccinate older Americans and
address the effects of extended social isolation.

○ Disease Prevention: $44M was allocated for evidence-based health promotion
and disease prevention. This included programs to address fall prevention,
managing chronic disease, and mental health support for older Americans.

○ Caregiver Support: $145M was provided to help family caregivers support their
loved ones. This funding for the National Family Caregiver Support Program
assisted family and informal caregivers to provide in-home support, including
counseling, respite care, training and more.

○ Long Term Care Support: $10M was provided to safeguard the health and
welfare of residents in long-term care facilities. These funds supported State
Long-term Care Ombudsman programs to advocate on behalf of residents of
long-term care facilities across the country. This money allowed ombudsman
programs to advocate for residents to safely go back into facilities after they had
to discontinue that support during the pandemic, and to promote the health,
safety, welfare, and rights of residents.

● Expanded funding for home and community based services through the American
Rescue Plan (ARP). ARP provided states with billions in additional Medicaid funding to
help support their home and community-based services programs. The additional
Medicaid funding helped expand access to home and community-based services for
older adults and ensured that caregivers were fairly compensated for their work.

● Increased access to affordable housing for seniors. In January 2021, the Department
of Housing and Urban Development made $150M in available funding to create new
affordable housing for seniors with very low incomes through the Supportive Housing
for the Elderly program. The program supports the construction of new rental homes,
as well as their ongoing management and affordability through long-term
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project-based rental assistance. This will expand access to critically-needed affordable
housing for our nation’s seniors.

● Provided COVID-19 vaccinations and testing for elderly residents in HUD-Assisted
Housing. The Biden-Harris Administration directed community health centers and
HUD’s network of housing agencies, housing owners, and programs to provide
COVID-19 vaccinations and testing to HUD-assisted households, including to elderly
residents in HUD’s senior and public housing.

● Expanded nutrition assistance for low-income seniors. The Commodity Supplemental
Food Program (CSFP) provided nutritious, domestically-sourced USDA foods to
low-income persons 60 years or older. The American Rescue Plan provided nearly
$37M to expand the reach of CSFP to serve more seniors and adding the Wichita and
Affiliated Tribes to the program. This expansion, along with similar actions in other
nutrition programs including SNAP helped combat food insecurity among seniors.

● Enacted reforms to improve nursing facilities to ensure taxpayer dollars support
nursing homes that provide safe, adequate, and dignified care. In July 2022, President
Biden announced that DHS will implement reforms to nursing homes to ensure
taxpayer dollars support nursing homes that provide safe, adequate, and dignified care
by: establishing minimum staffing requirements, reducing the number of seniors to a
room with an incentive for single-occupancy rooms, providing incentive funding to
facilities based on quality performance, implementing safeguards to reduce prescribing
unnecessary medications and/or overuse of antipsychotic meds, increasing funding for
inspections, increasing oversight and penalties of low-performing nursing facilities, and
implementing programs to improve training and high quality staffing.

● Protected struggling workers’ pension plans through 2051. The Butch Lewis
Emergency Pension Plan Relief Act of 2021 was another permanent change under ARP
which provides financial assistance to struggling pension plans through 2051, protects
2-3M workers from pension cuts, guarantees pension for 30 years and applies to 200+
pension plans. This was particularly impactful for union pension plans.

What Republicans plan to do if they win November:
● Cut Social Security and Medicare by privatizing, reducing payments, making it

discretionary and raising the minimum age:
○ Sen. Mitch McConnell: “US debt is driven by Social Security, Medicare and

Medicaid.” This is false and here’s Ronald Reagan explaining why.
○ AZ Senate candidate Blake Masters: “Maybe we should privatize Social

Security. Right? Private retirement accounts, get the government out of it.”
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○ Sen. Ron Johnson: Social Security “was set up improperly” and that it would
have been better to invest the money in the stock market. He also told a radio
show that Social Security and Medicare should be axed as "mandatory"
programs and be subject to "discretionary" spending, meaning it would be up to
the whims of Congress whether to renew them. He has also suggested it should
be renewed on a yearly basis.

○ Sen. Lindsey Graham said “individual private accounts” may be part of Social
Security’s future. He also said seniors may have to “take a little less” and “pay a
little more in.”

○ Sen. Marco Rubio praised Rick Scott’s plan to “sunset” (i.e. kill) Social Security
and Medicare. Rubio supports cutting Social Security benefits by raising the
retirement age.  He is also pushing a bogus “paid leave” plan that requires new
parents to fund the leave themselves—with a cut to their future Social Security
benefits.

● Raise the Social Security age requirement to 70 years old.
● Block any legislation to lower Rx drug prices. (They have already voted against

lowering healthcare costs and drug prices when they voted against the $35 insulin cap,
the American Rescue Plan and the Inflation Reduction Act.)

● Raise taxes on senior citizens. Under FL Senator Rick Scott’s America First plan,
Republicans planned to raise taxes on senior citizens, working class and middle
Americans because they don’t think they’re paying their fair share even though they
gave a $2.2T tax cut to billionaires and corporations. This would amount to a $1T tax
increase over 10 years and only imposed on households with less than $100K in
income. Though Mitch McConnell came out against it, Scott is the Chair of the National
Republican Senate Comm and Trump’s pick for Senate Majority Leader. In June 2022,
Scott dropped raising taxes from his proposal, but if he’s Senate Majority Leader, he will
likely try to pass it.

Veterans & Supporting Our Troops

Veterans are particularly close to President Biden’s heart.  Biden’s son Beau served in the
Delaware National Guard for 12 years and in Iraq for a year. In 2015, Beau died at age 46 from
brain cancer which has been linked to the burn pits he was exposed to while in Iraq. Unlike his
predecessor, President Biden understands the enormous sacrifice service members make to the
US and his policies speak to that respect. The Biden-Harris Administration and Democrats
have enacted landmark legislation to support and recognize veterans’ sacrifice and service.
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This  includes the PACT Act for veterans exposed to toxic substances while in the military, as
well as the American Rescue Plan which forgave $1B in medical debt and provided billions in
funding for training, housing, healthcare, tuition and child tax credits to reduce the impact of
the pandemic. The Administration has also actively worked to improve services to veterans by
reducing backlogs for VA benefits and expanding healthcare coverage; to help non-US citizens
who served in the US military become citizens; and to provide legal and health support to
LGBTQI+ military families. Finally, Biden made the difficult decision to end the 20 years war in
Afghanistan - something none of the 3 prior presidents did.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?

● Passed the PACT Act which provides more than 5M vets with healthcare benefits for
diseases caused by toxic burn pits including:

○ Increased coverage for diseases associated with toxic exposure.
○ Made survivors of veterans eligible for death benefits.
○ Expanded health screenings for veterans.
○ Extended enrollment periods for VA healthcare.
○ Implemented a new evaluation process for determining veterans’ exposure and

hard-to-prove diseases.
○ Funded health research for toxic exposure.
○ Invested in upgrading veteran hospitals.
○ Note: The House Democrats passed the PACT Act (88 House Republicans voted

against it). Then, in a last minute play at political gamesmanship, 41 Senate
Republicans voted against it despite having overwhelmingly voted for it (84-14)
just a few weeks before. After a 3rd vote, enough Senate Republicans supported
it to overcome the filibuster - 11 voted against it including: Romney (UT), Tillis
(NC), Lankford (OK), Lee (UT), Crapo (ID), Lumis (WY), Paul (KY), Risch (ID),
Shelby (AL), Toomey (PA), Tuberville (AL).

● Ended the 20 year war in Afghanistan that was never once authorized by Congress, lost
over 172K lives and cost $6.5T.  As part of the exit, over 124K people were airlifted out
of Afghanistan - one of the largest and most successful airlifts in US military history on
a single runaway at an airport under constant attack from the Taliban. Christmas 2021
was the first Christmas in 20 years that there were no American soldiers at war.

● Forgave $1B in medical debt and eliminated all out of pocket costs through the
American Rescue Plan.

● Provided healthcare, financial, and job training assistance through the American Rescue
Plan, including:
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○ Funding to get veterans back to work by paying for up to 12 months of rapid
retraining assistance and a housing allowance for veterans who are unemployed
as a result of the pandemic.

○ Up to 12 months of tuition, fees and monthly housing allowance payments for
qualifying veterans between the ages of 22 and 67 participating in the Veteran
Rapid Retraining Assistance Program.

○ 50% reduction in the backlog of veterans compensation and pension claims.
○ Increased 2021 Child Tax Credit for an estimated 2.6M veteran or active-duty

families and their 5M children. The CTC tax cut allowed military families to keep
more of their income, feed their children, buy school supplies, and pay for health
care.

● Simplified the process for claiming medical debt forgiveness.
● Provided compensation for exposure to harmful chemicals and established a

presumption for rare respiratory cancers.
● Expedited the restoration of VA benefits.
● Provided job transitioning for service members through DOD’s Skill Bridge for military

members considering transitioning into the civilian workforce and provides career
opportunities with employers - https://skillbridge.osd.mil.

● Working to raise veterans’ awareness of VA military benefits for harmful exposures.
● Passed and signed 9 bills for vets including: A bill that expands mammogram eligibility

for veterans who may not have been exposed to toxic burn pits. A bill that requires the
VA to overhaul its breast cancer screening and treatment services entirely.  A bill that
will extend a two-year program that compensates veterans who developed “cancer and
medical conditions from the nation's World War II-era nuclear programs.”

● Helping 123,983 military veterans who are not U.S. citizens become citizens.
● Provided 100% student loan forgiveness to vets with a permanent disability.
● Provided legal and health support to LGBTQ+ families.

More Details
● Passed the PACT Act which provides more than 5M vets with healthcare benefits for

diseases caused by toxic burn pits including:
○ Increased coverage for diseases associated with toxic exposure. 23 toxic

exposure illnesses will be added to the VA’s list of covered conditions. This
significantly reduces the amount of paperwork and need for medical exams that
veterans diagnosed with one of these conditions must complete before being
granted access to health care and disability compensation, thereby speeding up
their delivery of the benefits they have earned. This list includes 11 respiratory
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related conditions, along with several forms of cancer, including reproductive
cancers, melanoma, pancreatic cancer, kidney cancer, and brain cancers.

○ Made survivors of veterans eligible for death benefits. Survivors of veterans
who died due to one of the conditions associated with military toxic exposure
may now also be eligible for benefits.

○ Expanded health screenings for veterans. Veterans can receive high-quality
health care screenings and services related to potential toxic exposures.

○ Extended enrollment periods for VA healthcare. For post-9/11 combat
veterans, the bill extends the period of time they have to enroll in VA health care
from 5 years to 10 years post-discharge. For those combat veterans who do not
fall within that window, the bill also creates a 1 year open enrollment period.

○ Implemented a new evaluation process for determining veterans’ exposure
and hard-to-prove diseases. The PACT Act makes permanent the VA’s new
process for evaluating and determining presumption of exposure and service
connection for various chronic conditions when evidence of a military
environmental exposure and related health risks are hard to prove on an
individual basis. This new process has already expanded the care for veterans.

○ Funded health research for toxic exposure. The VA will conduct new studies of
veterans who served in Southwest Asia during the Gulf War and analyses of
post-9/11 veterans’ health trends.

○ Invested in upgrading veteran hospitals. The bill also invests in VA health care
facilities by authorizing 31 major medical health clinics and research facilities in
19 states.

○ Note: The House Democrats passed the PACT Act (88 House Republicans voted
against it). Then, in a last minute play at political gamesmanship, 41 Senate
Republicans voted against it despite having overwhelmingly voted for it (84-14)
just a few weeks before. After a 3rd vote, enough Senate Republicans supported
it to overcome the filibuster - 11 voted against it including: Romney (UT), Tillis
(NC), Lankford (OK), Lee (UT), Crapo (ID), Lumis (WY), Paul (KY), Risch (ID),
Shelby (AL), Toomey (PA), Tuberville (AL).

● Ended the 20 year war in Afghanistan that was never once authorized by Congress,
lost over 172K lives and cost $6.5T.

○ Background: The US invaded Afghanistan in October 2001 after the Taliban
government refused to turn over Osama-bin-Laden.

■ In February 2020, Trump entered into an agreement – not with the
existing Afghan government which was completely excluded from the
negotiation – but with the Taliban. The agreement limited direct US
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military action against the insurgents and required the US to release
5,000 Taliban prisoners in Afghanistan.

■ It also required the Taliban to not harbor any terrorist organizations;
though it was later clear that the Taliban and Al-Qaeda were working
together.

■ Trump’s agreement with the Taliban had no enforcement mechanism,
and all but ensured the Taliban’s ability to take over Afghanistan. It gave
all the power to the Taliban and did not require that the Taliban stop its
attacks on the Afghan military. In fact, the agreement allowed the
Taliban to rebuild its military strength and prepare for the scheduled US
withdrawal.

■ Not surprisingly, the agreement was widely criticized by national security
experts including H.R. McMaster – Trump’s second national security
advisor – who called it “a surrender agreement with the Taliban.”

■ In the meantime, Trump had also been withdrawing troops – which his
Secy of Defense Mark Esper said contributed to the challenges of
withdrawing in 2021.

■ Former Afghan President Ashraf Ghani said that “the Trump’s
administration’s deal with the Taliban that intended to lead to the
withdrawal of U.S. troops from the country was a disaster.”

■ More importantly, Trump guaranteed that the US withdrawal would be
met with attacks by the Taliban on Afghans and their government.

○ Afghanistan War Casualties - Over 172K (as of April 2021):
■ American service members killed - 2,448.
■ U.S. contractors: 3,846.
■ Afghan national military and police: 66,000.
■ Other allied service members, including from other NATO member

states: 1,144.
■ Afghan civilians: 47,245.
■ Taliban and other opposition fighters: 51,191.
■ Aid workers: 444.
■ Journalists: 72.

○ Cost: Unlike other wars which were financed through war bonds or raising
taxes, the war in Afghanistan was financed through debt. As of 2002, the war
cost $2T, but because it is debt-financed, it will cost $6.5T through 2050.

○ Enter President Biden in 2021: Biden was a senator when the war in
Afghanistan began and as VP under Obama, he saw the war continue to
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escalate with more troops and little progress, and a country that wanted the
war to end.

■ Fast forward 20 years and 3 presidents, the situation remained the same
with little prospect for improvement without total withdrawal. Trump’s
agreement with the Taliban had negotiated a total troop withdrawal by
May 1, 2021. Biden extended the scheduled withdrawal until August 31,
2021.

■ On August 15, 2021, Kabul and the Afghan government fell to the
Taliban. At this point, the option was to deploy more troops or exit. After
20 years, President Biden made the difficult decision of exiting.

■ Not surprisingly, the Taliban’s attacks increased and the media pounced
on Biden, disregarding the entire history that led to that moment,
including Trump’s “agreement” with the Taliban which ensured that the
Taliban would take over and unleash chaos on Afghans.

■ Despite this, between August 14th and August 25th, over 124K people
were airlifted out of Afghanistan – one of the largest and most successful
airlifts in US military history on a single runaway at an airport under
constant attack from the Taliban – the same Taliban with which Trump
entered a “peace agreement.”

● “It’s shamefully easy for presidents to start wars and much, much
harder to end them. Biden’s decision to withdraw now is not, as
his critics say, “an indelible stain on his presidency” or a “cowardly
betrayal” or a sign of “weakness.” It is perhaps the boldest foreign
policy move by a president in my lifetime.”

■ Christmas 2021 was the first Christmas in 20 years that there were no
American soldiers at war.

● Forgave $1B in medical debt and eliminated all out of pocket costs through the
American Rescue Plan. ARP eliminated all out-of-pocket medical costs for veterans
and provided much needed financial relief to veterans experiencing economic hardship
during the COVID-19 pandemic. (Every Republicans voted against ARP)

● Provided healthcare, financial, and job training assistance. The American Rescue Plan
provided veteran health care services, funding for vet homelessness programs, rapid
retraining assistance program, and financial assistance. (Every Republican voted against
ARP.)

○ The ARP provided the following benefits to veterans:
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■ Funding to get veterans back to work by paying for up to 12 months of
rapid retraining assistance and a housing allowance for veterans who are
unemployed as a result of the pandemic.

■ Up to 12 months of tuition, fees and monthly housing allowance
payments for qualifying veterans between the ages of 22 and 67
participating in the Veteran Rapid Retraining Assistance Program.

■ 50% reduction in the backlog of veterans compensation and pension
claims.

■ Provided the increased 2021 Child Tax Credit to an estimated 2.6M
veteran or active-duty families and their 5M children. The CTC tax cut
allowed military families to keep more of their income, feed their
children, buy school supplies, and pay for health care.

● Simplified the process for claiming medical debt forgiveness. VA has streamlined the
request process and set a simple income threshold for receiving medical debt relief. The
request process will include an online option for veterans and reduce the effort required
by veterans to access relief.

● Provided compensation for exposure to harmful chemicals. The Administration has
proposed establishing a presumption for rare respiratory cancers, advocated for
legislative efforts to expand access to health care services and benefits for veterans
impacted by environmental exposures, and processing claims for new presumptive
conditions (asthma, rhinitis, and sinusitis) based on presumed exposure to particulate
matter.

● Expedited the restoration of VA benefits. In partnership with the Social Security
Administration and the Bureau of Prisons, the Department of Veterans Affairs’ Veterans
Benefits Administration announced a new effort to automate information-sharing
among these agencies to accelerate benefit restoration and reduce the administrative
burden for veterans.

● Provided job transitioning for service members. DOD has established Skill Bridge for
military members considering transitioning into the civilian workforce and provides
career opportunities with employers - https://skillbridge.osd.mil.

● Raising veterans’ awareness of VA military benefits for harmful exposures. In
November 2021, VA launched a proactive campaign to inform and encourage veterans
to file claims related to military environmental exposures.

● Signed 9 bills for vets. The bills include:
○ Expansion of mammogram eligibility for veterans who may not have been

exposed to toxic burn pits.
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○ An overhaul of VA breast cancer screening and treatment services entirely.
○ An extension of a two-year program that compensates veterans who developed

“cancer and medical conditions from the nation’s World War II-era nuclear
programs.”

● Helping veterans become US citizens. The Dept. of Veterans Affairs has begun
contacting 123,983 military veterans who are not U.S. citizens about how to become
citizens.

● Provided 100% student loan forgiveness. Vets with a permanent disability can get
100% federal loan forgiveness.

● Provided legal and health support to LGBTQ+ families.
○ The USAF has told its service members that military medical facilities are

available to provide mental health support to them or their children if they need
it in the wake of new laws in states like Florida, where schools are banned from
talking about gender identity or sexual orientation, or Texas, where the governor
is ordering state officials to investigate parents of transgender children for child
abuse. They have also told service members that military legal personnel are
available to provide free counsel to families trying to understand their legal
protections in states targeting gay and transgender kids.

○ Families can also utilize the Exceptional Family Member Program if they need to
be reassigned to a different state with a safer environment for their family or
LGBTQ child. This kind of transfer could apply, for example, to an Air Force
member who is stationed in Texas and raising a transgender child who needs
gender-affirming treatment like hormone therapy.

Women

From targeting relief in the American Rescue Plan to women and children to forgiving over
$300B in student loans (women hold two-thirds of all student loan debt) to passing bills to
codify Roe v. Wade and protect the right to interstate travel to reauthorizing the Violence
Against Women Act to many more executive and agency actions, the Biden-Harris
Administration and Democrats have prioritized women’s health, safety and economic well
being. In contrast, with the Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v. Wade and the Republicans
doubling-down on forced birth, it is clear that women’s ability to exercise control over their
bodies and their lives will continue to be under attack as long as Republicans hold public office.

● Note: Many have asked why Democrats didn’t codify Roe v. Wade before now?
The short answer: Roe v. Wade was the law of the land for nearly 50 years and
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every Supreme Court nominee explicitly stated in their confirmation hearings
that they would uphold Roe. Also, there have never been enough votes in
Congress to codify Roe. Some people have said former President Obama could
have done it, but he only had a Dem supermajority for 24 non-consecutive
working days during 2009-10 – during which time he and Democrats passed
the historic Affordable Care Act and rescued the economy.  (And again, Roe was
not a priority for the majority of the electorate.) Further, relatively low voter
turnout in every election between 2000 to the present have allowed
Republicans to consolidate sufficient power in state and federal legislatures,
governorships, and SCOTUS to overturn Roe and ban or severely restrict
abortion access. Indeed, for the majority of voters, codifying Roe has not been a
priority until now. This was most evident in 2016 when Hillary Clinton and
others warned voters that Roe would be overturned if Trump won, and yet voter
turnout was only 54.8% with only 39% of 18-29 year olds voting.

What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?
● Forgave over $300B in student loans which will significantly benefit women who hold

⅔ of all student loan debt.  See the Education & Student Loans section for more details.
● Passed a bill to codify Roe v. Wade. (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)
● Passed a bill to protect the right to interstate travel by people seeking an lawful

abortion. (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)
● Taken extensive action to protect the right to abortion and reproductive care. See the

Abortion and Reproductive Care section for more details.
● Passed the American Rescue Plan and Build Back Better (in the House only) - both of

which expanded (and would further expand) economic opportunities and support for
women in the workforce.

● Passed the Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization.
● Raised the federal minimum wage for federal contractors and workers through Biden’s

executive order which significantly benefits women and women of color who make up a
significant percentage of the federal workforce.

● Increased funding for domestic violence and sexual assault services.
● Provided 70K housing vouchers for victims of domestic violence or sexual assault.
● Reformed policies for investigating and prosecuting sexual assault and harrassment in

military courts.
● Instructed the government to develop policies and procedures to increase pay equity

among federal contractors.
● Worked to improve safety and justice for Native American & Indigenous women.
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● Implemented policies to reduce maternal mortality.
● Expanded Medicare and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) postpartum care

from 60 days to 12 months postpartum.
● Appointed and confirmed a record-breaking 76 of the most diverse and qualified

federal judges in 18 months. 66% are BIPOC, 70% are women, 45% are women of
color, and less than 7% are white men.

● Reached gender parity in the President’s Cabinet for the first time.
● Established the Gender Policy Council (GPC) to advance gender equity domestically

and internationally - the first free-standing policy council focused on gender equity and
equality within the Executive Office of the President.

Learn More
What Have the Biden-Harris Administration and Dems Done?

● Forgave over $300B in student loans which will significantly benefit women who
hold ⅔ of all student loan debt and women of color who hold more debt than white
women. On August 24, 2022, President Biden announced his historic plan to address
student loan debt - for more details, see the Education & Student Loans section.

● Passed a bill to codify Roe v. Wade. House Democrats passed a bill in the House to
codify Roe. (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)

● Passed a bill to protect the right to interstate travel by people seeking an lawful
abortion. (Blocked by Senate Republicans.)

● Taken extensive action to protect the right to abortion and reproductive care. See
the Abortion and Reproductive Care section for more details.

● Passed the American Rescue Plan and Build Back Better (in the House only) - both
of which expanded (and would further expand) economic opportunities and support
for women in the workforce.

○ ARP provided (and continues to provide) economic relief, reduced healthcare
costs, reduced childcare costs, reduced child poverty, reduced housing costs (the
majority of emergency rental assistance went to female-headed household),
expanded postpartum healthcare coverage, and protected pensions in danger of
failing. All of which helped women and especially working mothers and single
mothers: in 2021, women’s unemployment fell from 16.1% to 3.5% between
April 2020 and April 2021.

○ BBB, if passed in the Senate, would increase investment in education, child and
eldercare, paid family and medical leave and housing - all of which will enable
women to work and earn more income.  (Note: Because of the high cost of
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childcare and elderly care, US female participation in the workforce is among the
lowest for developed countries.)

● Passed the Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization. After Republicans
prevented the VAWA’s reauthorization in 1994, Democrats finally reauthorized VAWA
as part of the 2022 Omnibus Reconciliation Bill. This legislation includes:

○ Expanded criminal jurisdiction for Tribal courts to prosecute non-Native
perpetrators.

○ Increased services and support for sexual assault/domestic violence survivors in
underserved communities.

○ Established a federal “civil cause of action” for individuals whose private images
are shared without their consent, allowing victims to recover damages and legal
fees.

○ Created a new National Resource Center on Cyber Crimes Against Individuals.
○ Implemented the Fairness for Rape Kit Backlog Survivors Act, requiring victim

compensation programs to allow sexual assault survivors to file for
compensation without being unfairly penalized due to rape kit backlogs.

○ Supported rape prevention and sexual assault survivor programs.
○ Updated the SMART Prevention Program and the CHOOSE Youth Program to

reduce dating violence, help children who have been exposed to domestic
violence, and engage men in preventing violence.

○ Improved the healthcare system’s response to domestic violence and sexual
assault, including through enhanced training for sexual assault forensic
examiners.

● Raised the federal minimum wage for federal contractors and workers through
Biden’s executive order. Biden’s executive order increased the minimum wage for
federal contractors and workers significantly benefitting women and women of color
who make up a significant percentage of the federal workforce.

● Increased funding for domestic violence and sexual assault services. The American
Rescue Plan earmarked $1B for these services, and $50M for culturally-specific
community-based organizations that help survivors in marginalized communities access
services and support.

● Provided 70K housing vouchers for victims of domestic violence or sexual assault.
The American Rescue Plan provided housing choice vouchers to local Public Housing
Authorities for people fleeing domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
stalking, or human trafficking.

● Reformed policies for investigating and prosecuting sexual assault and harrassment
in military courts. The National Defense Authorization Act included reforms
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fundamentally shifting how the military prosecutes and investigates sexual assault,
domestic violence, sexual harassment, and other serious crimes, and increases
prevention initiatives and support for survivors.

● Instructed the government to develop policies and procedures to increase pay equity
among federal contractors.

● Worked to improve safety and justice for Native American & Indigenous women.
Biden issued an executive order directing the DOJ, Interior, Homeland Security and HHS
to improve public safety and justice for Native Americans and to address the epidemic
of missing or murdered Indigenous peoples, which disproportionately affect Native
women, girls, and LGBTQI+ individuals. Interior also established the Missing and
Murdered Unit to pursue justice for missing or murdered American Indians and Alaska
Natives.

● Implemented policies to reduce maternal mortality. Biden implemented policies to
reduce unacceptably high maternal mortality rates among Black and Native American
women.

● Expanded Medicare and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) postpartum
care. The American Rescue Plan (ARP) allows states to increase pregnancy-related
Medicaid and CHIP coverage from 60 days to 12 months postpartum. To date, over
250K people have gained coverage through these Medicaid postpartum extensions.

● Appointed and confirmed a record-breaking 76 of the most diverse and qualified
federal judges in 18 months. 66% are BIPOC, 70% are women, 45% are women of
color, and less than 7% are white men.

● Reached gender parity in the President’s Cabinet for the first time. As part of Biden’s
commitment to making diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility a priority in his
appointments, Biden has appointed a record number of women and women of color in
the federal government – including the first woman to serve as Treasury Secretary, the
first woman to serve as Director of National Intelligence, the first Native American
woman to serve in the Cabinet, and the first openly transgender, Senate-confirmed
federal official.

● Established the Gender Policy Council (GPC) to advance gender equity domestically
and internationally. It is the first free-standing policy council focused on gender equity
and equality within the Executive Office of the President.
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