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Democrats Deliver - Big Picture

Democrats deliver for all Americans. Yet in our scroll and skim world, a lot of folks don’t
realize how much has been done. Our hope is that this website will be a powerful resource for
educating voters on what the Biden-Harris Administration and Democrats have accomplished.
We’ve spent hundreds, if not thousands of hours, reading White House briefings, economic
reports, legislation, news articles, and studies to provide with you the most helpful points to
share with your community. It is our sincere hope that you will use this information to educate
yourself and your community whether you’re canvassing, phone-banking, posting on social
media or at a BBQ.

Navigating the document:
● On the following page is a table on contents which is hyperlinked to the relevant

section. You can also search the document.
● Big Picture: These 7 categories are high-level snapshots of what’s been done, what’s

at stake and messaging
● Just the facts: Each section has brief bullet points summarizing key achievements and

then a “More Details” section where needed. (Note: There’s so much more that’s been
done than we covered but we figured most people just want a high level overview.)

● Sources: Everything cited has been sourced. We sometimes include a link if we think it
will be hard to find (ex: economic data). However, you should have no problem finding
most sources with a quick google search.

● Resources: At the end of the document, there is a PDF of all this information which you
are welcome to download and use. There are also infographics and memes that you can
use on social media. We will do our best to keep supplementing until the election.



2

Table of Contents

What A Difference A President Makes 6

What A Difference a VP Makes 20

What A Difference a Democratic Congress Makes 25
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) (August 2022) 25
American Rescue Plan (ARP) (March 2021) 28
Safer Communities Act (SCA) (June 2022) 31
Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act (IIJA) (November 2021) 33
PACT Act (August 2022) 36
CHIPS and Science Act (CHIPS) (August 2022) 38
Postal Service Reform Act (April 2022) 40
Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act  (March 2022) 41
Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization (VAWA) (March 2022) 41
COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act (May 2021) 42
Ending Forced Arbitration of Sexual Assault and Sexual Harrassment Act (March 2022) 42
Juneteenth National Independence Day Act (June 2021) 43
Victims of Crime Act (July 2021) 43
Omnibus Reconciliation Bill (2022) 43

What’s At Stake in 2022 44

All Hands on Deck (Or, why we have to do more than vote if we want to win!) 48

We Are the Messengers 51

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org



3

What President Biden Inherited From Trump

When President Biden took office, our country had just watched MAGA mobs and the armed
militias incited by then-President Trump and his criminal co-conspirators storm the Capitol in
an effort to overturn the 2020 election results. Our country was also still deep into the
pandemic and we were beset by the effects of climate change - wildfires ravaging California,
Colorado, Washington and Oregon, massive storm damage in South Dakota, Nebraska, Illinois,
and Iowa and hurricanes in the East. It was in a word: horrific.

● A public health crisis. Trump’s mismanagement of the COVID-19 response
combined with a coordinated disinformation effort by Trump, Republicans and
the right wing media to paint COVID as not a real threat set the U.S. on a
disastrous course.  When Trump left office in 2021, millions of Americans had
been diagnosed with COVID-19, over 350,000 Americans had died of COVID,
only 4% of the population was vaccinated, many had not seen their family and
friends in person in nearly a year. COVID testing and K-95 masks were still
difficult to get, and home tests were neither affordable nor readily available.

● An economic crisis. When Trump left office, the economy was in a recession,
9.3M jobs had been lost and 3M lost health insurance. Unemployment was
6.4% - an 80 year high with 22.2M people losing their jobs. The GDP was its
lowest since the 1930s.  To make matters worse, Trump and Republicans added
40% - $7.8 trillion - to the deficit with the Republicans’ massive $2.2T  tax cut
for the ultra-wealthy contributing $2T. Even before the pandemic hit in 2020,
Trump and Republicans had added an unprecedented $3.3T despite a strong
economy and cuts in social spending.

● A constitutional crisis. A week before the 2020 election, Trump appointed and
the GOP Senate confirmed Amy Coney-Barrett to the Supreme Court. At the
same time, Trump, MAGA Republicans and their right wing media began to
spread the Big Lie. This continued even after Biden was declared president and
Trump lost over 60 lawsuits challenging the election results with frivolous
claims.  Then, on January 6th, Trump and his co-conspirators incited MAGA
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Republicans to storm the Capitol in an effort to overturn the results of the 2020
election, endangering the lives of former Vice President Mike Pence, Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, every member of the Democratic Party and causing the deaths of
five Capitol police officers and injuring 138 Capitol police officers.  Since then,
Trump and the MAGA GOP continue to undermine our democracy with voter
suppression laws and attacks on the rule of law.

● A national security crisis. From the start of his presidency, Trump refused to
investigate Russia’s interference in the 2016 election. He appointed unqualified
family members to top administration positions, giving them access to
confidential and classified information. 11 members of his campaign staff and
administration were indicted.  In 2019, Trump withheld Congressionally
approved security funding for Ukraine in an effort to pressure President Zelensky
into providing information Trump could use against Democratic challenger Joe
Biden. Trump and members of his administration also pressured other countries
into spreading conspiracy theories to help Trump win the 2020 election. Most
recently, it was learned that Trump stole documents including highly classified
documents, from the White House, and lied about taking them.

● A diplomatic crisis. Trump embraced authoritarian leaders - Putin, Mohammed
bin Salman Al Saud (MBS), Kim Jong-Un, Viktor Orban - and disparaged
democratic allies and NATO. He withdrew the US from the Paris Agreement,
U.N. Human Rights Council and the World Health Organization. He blocked
Congressional funding to the United Nations. Trump threatened other countries
with the use of force and yet, entered into a deal with the Taliban with no
enforcement. Trump attempted to significantly cut funding of the State
Department, refused to fill many open positions and launched an investigation
into 130 current or retired State Department officials during the time of Hillary
Clinton’s leadership. If Trump had been re-elected, he planned to withdraw the
US from NATO.  By the end of his tenure, the US international reputation had
plummeted.

● An environmental crisis. When Trump took office, 2016 had been the warmest
year on record and climate scientists repeatedly sounded the alarm that action
must be taken immediately. Trump responded by reversing more than 100
environmental rules, withdrawing from the Paris Agreement, boosting fossil fuel
production, implementing the the largest expansion of offshore oil and gas

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org

https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/trump-legacy-and-its-consequences


5

leasing ever proposed, replacing the Obama-era Clean Power Plan with a new
rule which did not cap emissions, repealing the Clean Water Rule, rewriting
policies to benefit chemical companies, and increasing new vehicle emissions
standards.

● A judicial crisis. While Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell blocked not
only the appointment of Obama Supreme Court nominee Merrick Garland, but
district court judges as well, McConnell fast-tracked Trump’s judicial appointees
with 226 federal judges, 54 appeals court judges and 3 Supreme Court justices
- Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett - the last one
confirmed one week before the 2020 election. The majority of these judges are
Federalist Society members with extreme right judicial philosophy that is
unhindered by the Constitution.

● An anti-democratic, obstructive MAGA GOP. Despite the January 6th
insurrection which forced members of Congress to hide from the violent MAGA
mob and armed militias, 147 GOP members of Congress voted not to certify the
2020 election results of an election they all knew to be legitimate. (Not one
claimed their own election was illegitimate.) Then, during both of Trump’s
impeachment hearings, the vast majority of Republicans - who all knew what
Trump and his co-conspirators had done (see January 6th Committee section) -
voted against impeaching Trump. When it was recently discovered that Trump
stole classified documents, including nuclear secrets, from the White House, the
MAGA GOP rallied around him.  There has also been a concerted
anti-democratic effort by the GOP to suppress the vote through gerrymandering
and voter suppression laws.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org



6

What A Difference A President Makes

Trump & His Administration In 4
Years

Biden & His Administration
In Less Than 2 Years

● Passed a $2.2T tax cut that benefited the
wealthy and corporations.

● Appointed 226 right-wing federal judges
including 3 extremist Supreme Court
Justices who have overturned Roe v.
Wade and issued radical decisions
impacting everyday Americans.

● Increased the deficit by 40% - $7.8T.

● Left the economy in the worst recession
since the 1930s.

● Negotiated a deal with the Taliban to
withdraw US troops that allowed the
Taliban to rebuild and assume control
over Afghanistan before the US exit.

● Withdrew the US from the Paris
Agreement, the UN Human Rights
Council and the World Health
Organization. Alienated NATO and allies.
Extorted Ukraine.

● Reversed a nearly 20 year federal death
penalty moratorium. In a 6 month period
during the pandemic, Trump oversaw 13
federal executions - the first in 17 years
and the most of any president in 120

Major
Achievements

● Passed more than 10 historic pieces of
legislation, including the first gun control
bill in 30 years, the largest investment in
climate action ever, the largest economic
rescue plan since Roosevelt, the largest
infrastructure bill since Eisenhower, the
second largest health care bill since
Kennedy.

● Appointed 83 of the most diverse,
qualified, pro-choice federal judges
including the first Black woman Supreme
Court Justice.

● On track to reduce the deficit by a record
$1.7T by the end of 2022.

● Resurrected the economy, creating
nearly 10M jobs, restoring every job lost
in the pandemic and delivering the
lowest unemployment in 50 yrs.

● Ended the 20 year war in Afghanistan
and oversaw the largest and most
successful airlift in history. Conducted 2
significant successful counter-terrorism
operations.

● Rejoined the Paris Agreement, the UN
Human Rights Council and the World
Health Organization.
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years. 3 of the executions occurred in his
final week in office.

● Threatened election officials. Spread the
Big Lie. Filed 63 lawsuits to overturn the
2020 election results. Incited his
supporters to storm the Capitol and stop
the certification of the 2020 election
results.

● Set record for making false and
misleading claims - over 30K in 4 years.

● Badly mismanaged the COVID-19
pandemic.

● First President to be impeached twice; to
lose the WH, Senate and House since
the 1930s; and the second to lose the
popular vote.

● United, strengthened and expanded
NATO against Putin and provided critical
support to Ukraine.

● Repaired the US’ global reputation and
restored diplomacy with US allies.

● Halted federal executions.

● Vaccinated 70% of Americans, provided
free home tests and masks, reopened
99% of schools, and got Americans back
to work.

● The first presidential candidate to beat
an incumbent president (in a 2-person
race) since 1932. Received the most
popular votes of any candidate in history.

More Details

Appointed three anti-choice Supreme Court
justices who overturned Roe v. Wade. Blocked
access to reproductive healthcare and insurance
coverage. Supported state abortion access
restrictions and denial of contraception based on
religious exemptions.

Abortion &
Reproductive

Health

Appointed 83 pro-choice federal  judges.
Protected access to abortions, reproductive care
and contraceptives.

Entered into a “peace agreement” with the
Taliban to withdraw US troops. There were no

Afghanistan Ended the 20 year war in Afghanistan that was
never once authorized by Congress, lost over
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enforcement mechanisms and it allowed the
Taliban to rebuild its military strength and
prepare for the scheduled US withdrawal.

172K lives and cost $6.5T.   Oversaw the largest
and most successful airlift in US military history
on a single runaway at an airport under
constant attack from the Taliban.

Built a $15B border wall that is ineffective and
in severe disrepair. Separated 5K children from
their parents. And still had a 40%+ increase in
successful illegal border crossings in
2019-2020 compared to 2016.

Border
Security

Got Mexico to pay $1.5B for border security. 66
terror suspects have been caught at the border
in 2022 - more than the previous 5 years
combined. 2x as much fentanyl has been seized
at the border than under Trump. Responsible for
6 of the 7 highest monthly border apprehension
totals and the two highest fiscal year totals. On
track to break last year’s record of 1.7M arrests
at the border with 2.3M arrests at the border in
2022.

Never passed an infrastructure bill despite many
promises.
Gutted phone and internet service program for
people of color, low-income people, seniors,
veterans, and people with disabilities.

Broadband &
Infrastructure

Passed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs

Act . Launched a program to lower high-speed

internet costs for 40% of American households.

Reversed more than 100 environmental rules,
withdrew from the Paris Agreement, boosted
fossil fuel production, repealed the Clean Water
Rule, and increased new vehicle emissions
standards.

Climate
Action

Passed the Inflation Reduction Act - the single
largest investment in climate change action
ever.  Passed the American Rescue Plan,
Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act and the
CHIPS Act - all of which provide significant
investments in clean energy. Implemented
hundreds of climate action executive orders and
agency actions. Appointed the first-ever
National Climate Advisor and head of the White
House Climate Policy.

Mismanaged the pandemic response.
Misrepresented the risks of COVID.  Advocated
for scientifically unsound treatments.  Declined

COVID Got 70% of Americans vaccinated. Reopened
99% of American public schools for in-person
learning up from 46%.  Reduced the number of
COVID-19 deaths by 86%.
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repeated offers from Pfizer to lock in hundreds
of millions of additional vaccines for Americans.

Provided free N95 masks, testing and home
tests.

Rescinded rule that made it harder for people
with mental illnesses to purchase a gun.
Appointed anti-gun control judges. Encouraged
divisiveness and hate. (Hate crimes rose 20% -
the highest in 28 years - with the largest
number committed by white supremacists.
Murders also increased 30% in 2020; 8 of the
10 states with the highest murder rates in 2020
voting for Trump.)

Crime
Prevention &

Criminal
Justice
Reform

Passed the Safer Communities Act - the first
gun control bill in 30 years. Funded community
violence intervention programs, training and
hiring of police, and for victims of crime. Passed
legislation to improve federal hate crime data,
the Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act and the
Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization.
Supported the passage of the George Floyd
Policing Act in the House. Required officers to
intervene in situations of excessive force by
another officer. Banned the use of chokeholds
and limited the circumstances for no-knock raids
by federal law enforcement agencies. Created a
national database of police misconduct.
Mandated the adoption of body-cameras in
federal law enforcement agencies.
Re-established DOJ consent decrees. Launched
DOJ investigations into abuses by police
departments. Updated recruiting, hiring,
promotion, and retention policies for federal law
enforcement officers. Banned new contracts
with private prisons and directed improvement
of prison conditions. Directed US Attorney
offices around the country to increase state and
local resources to address violent crime.

Reversed a nearly two-decade moratorium to
resume the federal death penalty. In a 6 month
period during the pandemic, Trump oversaw 13
federal executions - the first in 17 years and the
most of any president in 120 years. 3 of the
executions occurred in his final week in office.

Death
Penalty

Halted federal executions.
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Increased the deficit 40% ($7.8T). Even before
the pandemic, he added an unprecedented
$3.3T - $2T from the $2.2T tax cuts for the
ultra-wealthy.

Deficit On track to reduce the deficit by a record $1.7T
by year end despite social spending -  the
largest deficit reduction of any president in
history in one year.

Subpoenaed and threatened elections officials
before the 2018 election and before/after the
2020 election. Ordered poll workers to stop
counting ballots. Blocked funding to USPS to
block mail-in-voting. Used the USPS and
lawsuits to delay and reject mail-in-ballots.
Refused to enforce voter protections and
dropped DOJ lawsuits challenging state voter
suppression laws. Opposed voting rights
legislation. Spread the Big Lie. Filed 62 lawsuits
challenging the 2020 election results and lost
61.  Conspired to overturn the 2020 elections
results and incited an angry mob to storm the
Capitol to stop the certification of the 2020
election results.

Democracy &
Voting Rights

Increased accessibility of voter registration
services.
Provided voter education for more than 67M
students and their families. Improved online
voter information. Issued guidance to transit
systems to provide free and reduced fare public
transit to help get voters to the polls. Increased
voter outreach in public housing, job centers and
federal workforces. Enforced voting rights
through DOJ enforcement actions. Supported
the House passage of the For the People Act
and the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement
Act.

Left the economy in the worst recession since
the 1930s.
In 2020, food prices rose 4.6% due to supply
chain issues.  22M people reported having
insufficient food for their household.  The GDP
was its lowest since the 1930s and averaged
only 2.5% before the pandemic.

Economy -
General

Rebuilt the economy and delivered record
economic growth. Created nearly 10M jobs and
restored every job lost in the pandemic. Wages
increased by 5.2% since last year. GDP grew by
6.9% in 2021 - the highest since 1984.

Weakened the National Labor Relations Board.
Reversed workers’ rights to form unions and
engage in collective bargaining with their
employers. Issued new rules overturning
existing worker protections. Repealed the Fair
Pay and Safe Workplaces Executive Order.

Economy -
Labor

Appointed a pro-labor Secretary of Labor and
pro-labor Supreme Court Justice. Restored
collective bargaining rights for federal
employees. Supported record union organizing -
union activity in the US is skyrocketing - up
58%. Delivered 660K manufacturing jobs since
2021 - the largest recovery in over 70 years.
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Eliminated collective bargaining rights for
federal employees.
Promised to bring manufacturing back, but
instead nearly 1,800 factories closed between
2016-2018 and in 2020 alone, the US lost
740K manufacturing jobs.

U.S. companies are bringing workforces and
supply chains home at a historic pace. (August
2022 - WSJ)  Championed American
manufacturing by creating first-ever Made In
America Office. Strengthened the Buy America
rules. Protected workers’ pension plans through
2051, including vulnerable union pension plans,
from failing by passing the Butch Lewis
Emergency Pension Plan Relief Act of 2021.

Cut SNAP benefits (Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program - food stamps), causing
755K Americans to lose access to food aid.
Proposed cuts to Medicaid and Social Security
benefits for people with disabilities including
1.1M children. Proposed cuts to housing
assistance for people with disabilities. Gave a
$2.2T tax cut to the ultra-wealthy that wasn’t
paid for and added $2T to the deficit.
Implemented an overtime rule which resulted in
8.2M workers losing overtime pay. Repealed the
Fair Pay and Safe Workplaces Executive Order.
Rolled back protections for tipped workers.
Shut down the government for 35 days - the
longest government shutdown in U.S. history
which harmed federal workers, contractors, their
families, and the communities.

Economy -
Working
Class and

Middle Class
Americans

Revoked 3 Trump executive orders that
eliminated collective bargaining, due process,
and workplace representation rights for federal
employees.  Repealed Trump’s executive order
allowing the hiring and firing of federal
employees for political reasons. Reversed
Trump’s ban on the use of federal funds for
diversity and inclusion training programs for
federal employees and contractors.
Implemented $15 minimum wage for federal
workers.
Cut child poverty in half in 2021.  Protected
workers’ pension plans through 2051, including
vulnerable union pension plans, from failing by
passing the Butch Lewis Emergency Pension
Plan Relief Act of 2021. Improved finances of
Black and Hispanic households with the
American Rescue Plan which delivered the
highest real income growth ever in the past 2
years.  For the first time in a generation, working
class Americans had greater financial stability
and wealth with the strongest financial position
in a generation.  Working class Americans also
saw their collective net worth of $3.73T almost
double in 2 years. Home equity surged more
than $1T in 2 years for the bottom 50% of
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income earners. Families have more in their
checking accounts than pre-pandemic, including
the bottom 25% of households who ended
2021 with 65% more in the bank than in 2019.
Drafting a proposal to be released in October
2022 to expand worker eligibility for overtime.

Rescinded over 670 guidance documents on
education, the rights of students with disabilities
and protections for students of color from
discriminatory discipline. Advocated for
taxpayer-funded charter schools and vouchers
for private and religious schools. Blocked
students seeking loan forgiveness.

Education &
Student
Loans

Ensured the safe return to schools with 99% of
schools reopening (up from 46%). Forgave over
$330B in student loans. Passed the largest
funding increase for schools in low-income
communities. Protected high-poverty districts
and schools from facing funding cuts. Funded
mentors, tutors and mental health support in
schools. Provided $7B in funding for historically
Black colleges. Invested $40B in higher
education.

Created a “religious liberty task force” within the
DOJ.  Encouraged broad religious exemptions for
federal contractors objecting to complying with
non-discriminatory hiring requirements.
Appointed rabidly pro-religion Supreme Court
Justices who have issued numerous decisions,
ignoring the separation of church and state.
Repeatedly blocked the dissemination of
information previously available to the public.

Extremism Pro-science. Pro-separation between church
and state. Pro-democracy. Pro-choice.
Pro-LGBTQI+ rights.
Legislative agenda is widely supported by
Americans including by Independents and
Republicans.

Withdrew the US from the Paris Agreement,
U.N. Human Rights Council and the World
Health Organization. Blocked funding to the
United Nation in violation of multiple treaties.
Planned to withdraw the US from NATO if
reelected. Embraced authoritarian leaders and
alienated democratic allies and NATO. Entered
into a “peace agreement” with the Taliban to

Foreign Policy
& National

Security

Rejoined the Paris Agreement, the UN Human
Rights Council and the World Health
Organization. Strengthened and expanded
NATO.  United the West against Putin and his
war on Ukraine. Provided critical support to
Ukraine. Repaired the US’ global reputation and
restored diplomacy with US allies. Ended the 20
year war in Afghanistan and oversaw the
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withdraw US troops that allowed the Taliban to
rebuild its military strength. Abandoned
US-allied Kurd forces. Withdrew from the
landmark 2015 nuclear treaty with Iran. Refused
to investigate Russia’s interference in the 2016
election. Appointed unqualified family members
to top administration positions. Pressured other
countries into spreading conspiracy theories to
help Trump win the 2020 election. Stole
classified documents from the White House.

largest and most successful airlift in history.
Conducted successful counter-terrorism
operations with the assassination of a
high-ranking official of the Islamic State militant
group and top al-Qaeda leader Ayman
al-Zawahri. Initiated efforts to restore the 2015
nuclear treaty with Iran.

Permitted company to publish online blueprints
for 3-D printed guns. Rescinded rule that made
it harder for people with mental illnesses to
purchase a gun. Threatened to veto gun control
legislation passed by the House requiring
background checks. Declared gun stores
essential businesses during the pandemic.
Appointed anti-gun control judges. Advocated
giving teachers guns to stop active shooters.

Gun Control Passed the Safer Communities Act -  the first
gun control law signed into law in 30 years.
Issued ghost gun regulations which require
serial numbers and background checks for
homemade guns. Required federally licensed
gun dealers to maintain permanent records and
transfer them to the ATF once they close sales.
Launched 5 new law enforcement strike teams
to address firearm trafficking, opening over 540
investigations and taking into custody
thousands of illegal firearms. Established
zero-tolerance policies for federally-licensed
gun dealers that willfully violate the law.
Helped states enact “red flag” legislation by
publishing model legislation to make it easier
for states to adopt red flag laws. Launched
youth intervention programs.

Repealed Obama-era regulations causing 2.3M
to lose their health insurance before the
pandemic and after the pandemic began, 5.4M
laid-off workers lost their health insurance.
Called on Congress to repeal the ACA and made
repeated efforts through agencies and in

Healthcare Issued an executive order directing the FDA to
make hearing aids available over the counter.
Passed the Inflation Reduction Act which
reduces healthcare costs and allows Medicare
to negotiate for lower Rx drug prices for the first
time ever which will significantly lower Rx drug
prices. Expanded access to affordable
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litigation to repeal the ACA. Approved state
waivers to limit ACA coverage.

healthcare through the American Rescue Plan
and reduced premiums. Expanded Medicare and
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
postpartum care from 60 days to 12 months
postpartum. Eliminated $100B in medical debts
from credit reports. Enacted the No Surprises
Act of 2022 banning surprise medical billing for
emergency and out-of-network costs. Funded
Black youth mental health programs. Invested
$300M for mental health support in schools,
hiring of more social workers and counselors
and launched a national suicide hotline (988).
The US now has the highest healthcare
insurance coverage rate in history - 92% of
Americans are insured.

Implemented the “Muslim ban.” Separated over
5K migrant children from their families under his
“zero tolerance” policy. Removed protections for
immigrant children which prohibited the children
from being held indefinitely and in prison-like
conditions.  Reduced the number of refugees
allowed, terminated temporary protection status
for hundreds of thousands living in the US.
Spent $15B on a border wall that cost 2X as
much as estimated; was sawed through by drug
smuggling gangs over 3K times between 2019
and 2022; is falling apart; and Mexico never
paid a penny.  Increased ICE raids and arrests,
and gave ICE broad authority to detain
unauthorized immigrants, including those
without criminal records. Rescinded the DACA
program. Detained 2x as many people as the
highs under Obama. Used private prisons with
inhumane conditions.

Immigration Reversed Trump’s Muslim ban policy and family
separation policy.  Reunited 97% of children
separated from their parents at the border.
Issued 296 executive actions on immigration to
reverse the damage done by Trump and to
improve the immigration process. Reinstated
DACA. Introduced the US Citizenship Act, an
ambitious bill that would provide a roadmap to
citizenship and provide protections to
immigrants. Limited ICE enforcement and ended
ICE raids. Ended long-term family detention.
Increased refugee caps to 125k refugees - the
highest in 30 years. Expanded eligibility for
non-citizens qualifying for legal protections
such as deferred action, parole, Temporary
Protected Status (TPS), asylum, or refugee
status. Reduced human trafficking and drug
smuggling.
Partnered with Mexico and Northern Triangle
countries to reduce the root causes of migration.
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Appointed 226 right-wing federal judges, 54
appeals court judges and 3 extremist Supreme
Court justices. Only 24% of the appointees were
women, and 16% were non-white.

Judiciary Appointed and confirmed Justice Ketanji Brown
Jackson -- the first Black woman -- to the
Supreme Court in June 2022. Appointed and
confirmed a record-breaking 82 of the most
diverse and qualified federal judges in 20
months. 67% are BIPOC and 77% are women.

Rescinded Title IX guidance clarifying
protections under the law for transgender
students. Refused to continue Obama-era
challenges to discriminatory laws. Banned
transgender people from serving in the military.
Blocked family visas to same-sex domestic
partners of foreign diplomats or employees of
international organizations who work in the US.
Supported anti-LGBTQI+ litigation. Issued a rule
that permitted social service providers that
receive government funding to discriminate
based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

LGBTQI+ Supported the passage of the Equality Act in
the House which prohibits discrimination on the
basis of sex, gender identity, and sexual
orientation and would expressly add LGBTQI+
people to the Civil Rights Act.  Supported the
passage of the Respect for Marriage Act in the
House which protects gay and interracial
marriages. Overturned the Trump ban on
transgender members of the military. Prohibited
discrimination in housing, lending, and
education. Prohibited discrimination in
healthcare. Provided mental health resources
for transgenger youth. Extended birthright
citizenship to children of same-sex couples.
Expanded LGBTQI+ representation in
government with over 14% of Administration
appointees identify as LGBTQI+. Appointed the
first openly gay cabinet secretary - Pete
Buttigieg, Secretary of Transportation - and
Rachel Levine, first openly transgender federal
officia. Expanded medical and legal support to
LGBTQI+ families in the U.S. Armed Forces.

Reversed hundreds of rules preventing racial
discrimination in housing, lending, policing and
employment. Changed definitions to prevent
enforcement of anti-discrmination laws.

Racial Equity Rescinded Trump EOs and agency actions
allowing racial discrimination in housing,
lending, policing and employment.
Implemented legislation and agency actions to
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Approved the Keystone Pipeline XL despite the
harm to Indigenous communities and land.
Deployed law enforcement to use force against
peaceful protesters after George Floyd was
murdered. Barred federal agencies and
contractors from providing employees with
critical training on racial and sex discrimination.
Widely supported by white supremacist
organizations.

address systemic racism. Revoked the
presidential permit granted to the controversial
Keystone XL Pipeline.
Provided $6.6B to historically Black colleges
and students. Forgave over $330B in student
loans which will cut student loan debt nearly in
half for most Black borrowers and more than
one in four Black borrowers will have their
entire balance forgiven. About half of Latino
borrowers will have their entire federal loan
debt forgiven. Black and Hispanic households
had the highest real income growth the past 2
years. Worked to improve safety and justice for
Native American & Indigenous women.
Implemented policies to reduce maternal
mortality among Black and Native American
women. Directed federal agencies to address
and improve public safety for Native American
and Indigenous communities.

After promising he would not be like “every
other Republican” who wants to cut Social
Security, Trump proposed cutting payroll taxes
which fund Social Security and would have left
it depleted within three years. Proposed cutting
Social Security disability benefits – impacting
2.6M people with disabilities, including 1.1M
children with severe disabilities.

Social
Security &
Medicare

Passed the Inflation Reduction Act which will
significantly reduce Medicare Rx drugs for 46M
Americans bc Medicare will be able to negotiate
lower Rx drug costs for the first time ever.
Insulin payments will be capped at $35 per
month for Medicare recipients beginning in
2023. Out of pocket expenses for Medicare Rx
drugs will be capped at $2K per year.  Working
with Democrats to pass legislation to save
Social Security and Medicare, expand and
improve benefits for senior citizens and ensure
that it will be fully funded for the next 75+
years.

Implemented rules that made it more difficult for
students to get student loan relief, even for
those who were defrauded. Reversed

Student
Loans

Paused student loan payments from March
2020 to December 31, 2022. No one will have
had to pay student loans for 34 months.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org



17

Obama-era protections against for-profit
colleges.

Waived over $50B in student loan interest while
loans have been paused. Made tax-free all
student loans forgiven until 2025. Forgave
$32B in student loans were for veterans with
permanent disabilities, people with permanent
disabilities, healthcare workers in underserved
communities, defrauded college students, and
public servants (including firefighters, teachers,
nurses, and other public employees). Forgave
$300B in student loans for all borrowers
earning less than $125K. This will benefit over
43M borrowers - 90% of whom make less than
$75K.  At least 20M will see their entire debt
eliminated.

Gave a $2.2T tax cut to the ultra-wealthy that
wasn’t paid for and added $2T to the deficit. Cut
the corporate tax rate from 35% to 21%, but
with the loopholes, the effective tax rate fell
from 17.2% to 8.8%. Corporate tax-revenue
dropped significantly in 2018. 20% of Fortune
500 companies in 2018 reported profits to
shareholders but paid no taxes including
Chevron, Amazon, Starbucks and FedEx. The
top 1% received 78M in tax cuts in 2020 - the
same as the bottom 80%. The Trump family
benefited enormously from the tax cuts.

Taxes Required the wealthiest of Americans and
largest corporations to pay their fair share under
the Inflation Reduction Act.  In contrast, anyone
earning less than $400,000 a year will not see
their taxes go up. (98.2% of Americans make
less than $400K.) Some Americans may also
pay less in taxes due to the tax credits available
under the IRA. Households making less than
$100K will actually pay less through 2025 due
to an extension of subsidies for Affordable Care
Act premiums. After 2025, taxes for middle-
and low-income households will remain the
same.  IRA also provides some tax incentives for
electric cars and home-energy efficiency which
can also lower taxes.

Withheld Congressionally approved security
funding for Ukraine in an effort to pressure
President Zelensky into providing information
that Trump could use against Democratic
challenger Joe Biden.

Ukraine Delivered intelligence and $10.6B in military
support to Ukraine. This support was provided
months before Ukraine was even aware that
Russia intended to invade. When Russia
invaded, many experts predicted Ukraine would
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not last even a week.  Instead, nearly seven
months later, the war continues but Ukraine still
stands while Russia continues to experience
massive losses and worldwide sanctions.

Took no action against Russia when he learned
that Russia paid bounties to Taliban-linked
Afghan militants to kill US troops.  Belittled
veterans and members of the military
repeatedly.  Signed several bipartisan veteran
bills (one 1/5/21), but the impact was
undermined by the hiring and firing of three
Veteran Affairs secretaries, the withholding of
information by the VA Office of Public Affairs
and infighting among senior leadership.

Veterans &
Military

Passed the PACT Act which provides more than
5M vets with healthcare benefits for diseases
caused by toxic exposure.  Ended the 20 year
war in Afghanistan that was never once
authorized by Congress, lost over 172K lives
and cost $6.5T.  Christmas 2021 was the first
Christmas in 20 years that there were no
American soldiers at war. Forgave $1B in
medical debt and eliminated all out of pocket
costs through the American Rescue Plan.
Provided healthcare, financial, and job training
assistance through the American Rescue Plan.
Simplified the process for claiming medical debt
forgiveness. Provided compensation for
exposure to harmful chemicals and established
a presumption for rare respiratory cancers.
Expedited the restoration of VA benefits.
Provided job transitioning for service members
through DOD’s Skill Bridge. Supported and
signed 9 bills for vets. Assisting 123,983
military veterans who are not U.S. citizens
become citizens. Provided 100% student loan
forgiveness to vets with a permanent disability.
Provided legal and health support to LGBTQ+
military families.

Weakened equal pay efforts by blocking the
collection of pay data.  Implemented an
overtime rule which resulted in 8.2M workers -
including 4.2M women - losing overtime pay.
Revoked an Obama-era regulation that required

Women Forgave over $300B in student loans which will
significantly benefit women who hold ⅔ of all
student loan debt and women of color who hold
more debt than white women.  Supported the
passage of a bill to codify Roe v. Wade in the
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businesses to publicly disclose any sexual
harassment or labor law violations over the
previous three years whenever they bid on large
federal contracts. Changed the definition of both
domestic violence and sexual assault to
significantly limit claims to be enforced by the
DOJ.

House. Supported the passage of a bill to
protect the right to interstate travel by people
seeking an lawful abortion. Taken extensive
action to protect the right to abortion and
reproductive care. Passed the American Rescue
Plan and supported the passage of Build Back
Better (in the House) - both of which expanded
(and would further expand) economic
opportunities and support for women in the
workforce. Passed the Violence Against Women
Act Reauthorization. Raised the federal
minimum wage for federal contractors and
workers through Biden’s executive order which
significantly benefits women and women of
color who make up a significant percentage of
the federal workforce. Increased funding for
domestic violence and sexual assault services.
Provided 70K housing vouchers for victims of
domestic violence or sexual assault. Reformed
policies for investigating and prosecuting sexual
assault and harrassment in military courts.
Instructed the government to develop policies
and procedures to increase pay equity among
federal contractors. Worked to improve safety
and justice for Native American & Indigenous
women. Implemented policies to reduce
maternal mortality. Expanded Medicare and
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
postpartum care from 60 days to 12 months
postpartum.
Established the Gender Policy Council (GPC) to
advance gender equity domestically and
internationally - the first free-standing policy
council focused on gender equity and equality
within the Executive Office of the President.
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What A Difference a VP Makes

When Vice President Kamala Harris was sworn in as the 49th U.S. Vice President on
January 20, 2021, she became the first woman, the first Black American and the first Asian
American to occupy the office. Like former President Obama and then-VP Biden, VP Harris
has worked hand-in-hand with President Biden and been critical to the effort to: enact policies
to address economic, health, and education disparities; secure billions of dollars to support
these efforts; designing a student loan forgiveness program that would be comprehensive and
targeted; re-establish the US’s relationships with the global community; addressing root
causes of migration; and galvanizing local and state government officials and advocates to
provide reproductive care.

Before moving on to VP Harris’ enormous contributions which are detailed below, it is
important to recognize that the mainstream media has been complicit in marginalizing and
minimizing her critical role in President Biden’s and Democrats’ accomplishments. One of
the most pervasive challenges in our country is the biased coverage of women politicians and
especially women of color. VP Harris has been on the receiving end of such bias from the
moment she entered the race for president and it has not stopped. For the past 2 years, many
have spotlighted the double-sided media coverage of VP Kamala Harris which swings
between erasure and a heightened criticism and scrutiny that white male politicians are rarely
subjected to, especially former VPs. The media would rather talk about her laugh, her clothes
or how she is “stuck” - a common and destructive narrative about powerful women than her
many accomplishments. (And the vile, violent abuse she receives from actual and bot accounts
on social media and the reluctance of these platforms to take down such posts are a disturbing
reminder of how much our society accepts the mistreatment and degradation of women of
color.)  UPSHOT: Many have come to believe that VP Harris has been doing nothing which is
utterly false and fails to recognize that the rules and expectations are not the same for women
and politicians of color. Here is just a sampling of the substantive and significant contributions
VP Harris has made.

● What VP Harris Has Been Doing:
○ Protecting reproductive care by working with pro-choice advocates, state

governors and attorney generals to coordinate, mobilize and defend
reproductive rights.

○ Leading foreign policy and national security efforts to re-establish diplomatic
relationships around the world.

○ Was a major player in developing the $300B student loan forgiveness program
announced in August 2022.
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○ Organizing labor by leading the White House worker-labor union task force for
the 2.1M federal employees and working closely with pro-labor Secretary of
Labor Marty Walsh to support and strengthen unions.

○ Expanding broadband access and reducing costs for communities around the
country to improve economic and health outcomes.

○ Working towards immigration solutions by leading the effort to address root
causes of immigration from Mexico and Central America.

○ Advocating for climate change action by ensuring that environmental provisions
of the Infrastructure and Jobs Act were retained in the final legislation.

○ Improving maternal healthcare by ensuring that government agencies and
legislation provide solutions.

○ Launching economic and racial equality actions by working on economic justice
actions with the Treasury Department.

○ Improving COVID response, particularly in marginalized communities.
○ Championing voter access and engagement for the November 2022 midterm

elections.
○ Leading community building and climate change efforts.
○ Promoting space exploration and scientific innovation as the head of the

National Space Council.

Learn More
○ Protecting reproductive care. Even before Roe v. Wade was overturned, VP

Harris began working with constitutional law, privacy and technology experts to
anticipate the ramifications and actions needed if Roe was overturned. She then
began meeting weekly with pro-choice advocates, state governors and attorney
generals to coordinate, mobilize and defend reproductive rights.

○ Leading foreign policy and national security efforts. VP Harris has led the
White House’s foreign policy and foreign relations efforts to re-engage and
establish relationships with leaders in Mexico, Central America, Southeast Asia,
Japan, the Middle East, Australia, Europe and Africa which have been widely
regarded as a huge success.

○ Was a major player in developing the $300B student loan forgiveness
program announced in August 2022. VP Harris has long been an advocate of
student loan forgiveness, particularly for Pell Grant recipients and those who
were harmed by predatory for-profit colleges.

○ Organizing labor. She has also led the White House worker-labor union task
force for the 2.1M federal employees and has worked closely with pro-labor
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Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh to strengthen and support unions. Among other
outcomes, as of Jan. 2022, 70K federal workers and 300K employees of federal
contractors, about half of whom are Black and Hispanic, began to earn $15/
hour.

○ Expanding broadband access and reducing costs. Leading the administration's
efforts on expanding broadband access which is critical to improved health and
economic outcomes, VP Harris’ efforts have included securing $65B for
broadband access in the Infrastructure and Jobs Act (passed in Nov. 2021) with
$1.2B for 3M school children and $1B for tribal lands.

○ Working towards immigration solutions. VP Harris has taken on one of the
most challenging and volatile issues in the US: immigration. Leading the effort
to address root causes of immigration from Mexico and Central America, her
efforts have resulted in the formation of a new anti-corruption task force
focused on countries in Central America to ensure aid dollars are well-spent, a
human smuggling and trafficking task force, a program on women’s
empowerment, and funding for housing and business in the Northern Triangle.
VP also secured over $1.2 billion in U.S. investments in Central America to help
stimulate economic growth.

○ Advocating for climate change action. VP Harris played a key role in ensuring
that environmental provisions of the Infrastructure and Jobs Act were retained in
the final legislation, including provisions on clean water access and water
infrastructure for communities that she authored as a senator.

○ Improving maternal healthcare. VP Harris has long been an advocate for
maternal healthcare and addressing systemic inequities that result in worse
maternal outcomes for Black, Native American, and rural women. As a senator,
Harris introduced the Maternal CARE Act and the Black Maternal Health
Momnibus Act which were key components of the Build Back Better Act and
included a $3 billion investment in maternal health. (This passed in the House,
but was blocked by Senate Republicans.) As VP, she has also been instrumental
in ensuring that government agencies and legislation provide solutions. For
instance, included in the 2022 Omnibus Spending bill was the Maternal Health
Quality Improvement Act and an expansion of the Rural Maternal and Obstetric
Modernization of Services (Rural MOMS) program.

○ Launching economic and racial equality actions. As VP, Harris has continued
her work on economic justice with the Treasury Department, including helping
with the launch of a new program directing $8.7B to 180 banks around the
country that are either minority-owned or focus on underserved communities as
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part of the Emergency Capital Investment Program (which Harris worked to
establish as a senator).

○ Improving COVID response. VP has worked with local and state leaders and
groups to improve COVID response equity in underserved communities
including increasing vaccine rates and access.

○ Championing voter access and engagement. VP Harris is leading the White
House’s voting rights effort and voter turnout for the November 2022 midterm
elections.

○ Leading community building and climate change efforts. VP has been
representing the administration around the country in launching economic
development and climate resilience programs funded by the American Rescue
Plan, the Infrastructure and Jobs Act, the Inflation Reduction Act, the CHIPS Act
and other executive and agency actions.

○ Promoting space exploration and scientific innovation. VP Harris heads up the
National Space Council and has guided the Council’s efforts to develop and
implement national space policy, and a strategy for the future, including
promoting peaceful exploration of space and reducing the risk of miscalculation
or conflict in space, addressing the climate crisis, and enhancing STEM
education.
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What A Difference a Democratic Congress Makes

While it is often said that Congress never does anything, President Biden, VP Harris and the
Democratic-led 117th Congress have enacted over 150 bills, including 13 pieces of historic
legislation, despite a 50-50 Senate and an obstructive GOP.  Equally critical, the Senate has
confirmed a record breaking 83 of the most diverse, qualified federal judges and the first Black
woman Supreme Court Justice, Ketanji Brown Jackson.  Here are some of the most significant
and historic bills passed with a summary of key provisions. For more information, click on More
Details.

● Inflation Reduction Act (2022)
● American Rescue Plan (2021)
● Safer Communities Act (2022)
● PACT Act (2022)
● CHIPS and Science Act (2022)
● Postal Service Reform Act (2022)
● Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act (2022)
● Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization (2022)
● COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act (2021)
● Ending Forced Arbitration of Sexual Assault and Sexual Harrassment Act (2022)
● Juneteenth National Independence Day Act (2021)
● Victims of Crime Act (2021)
● Omnibus Reconciliation Bill (2022)

Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) (August 2022)

Widely praised by economists, climate action advocates and scientists, and advocates for
senior citizens, the Inflation Reduction Act will reduce inflation by investing in clean energy,
reducing prescription drug and healthcare costs, reducing the deficit, and requiring billion
dollar corporations to pay their fair share of taxes - just like the rest of us do.

Key Points:
● Achieves goal of 40% reduction in carbon emissions by 2030.
● Cuts household energy costs by an average of $500 per year.
● Lowers Medicare prescription drug costs.
● Caps out-of-pocket costs at $2,000 a year for Medicare recipients.
● Extends Affordable Care Act coverage for 13M Americans.
● Saves Affordable Care Act recipients $800/year.
● 15% minimum tax on billion dollar corporations.
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● Creates 9M clean energy jobs.
● Taxes will not go up on anyone making less than $400,000/year - 98.2% of American

households make less than $400,000.

Learn More
The Inflation Reduction Act

● Investment in Climate Action:
○ Is the single largest investment in climate change action ever and the single

biggest investment ever made in climate change in the world. IRA’s $369B
investment in funding for clean energy and climate action will reduce carbon
emissions by 40% by 2030 (below 2005 levels). These investments will reduce
US dependence on oil and significantly lower energy costs for consumers.

○ Gave the EPA back its ability to regulate greenhouse gas emissions after
SCOTUS’ WV vs. EPA decision in June 2022. By adding an amendment to the
Clean Air Act into Biden's Inflation Reduction Act that defines CO2 as an air
pollutant, Dems did an amazing end-run around SCOTUS' horrendous decision.

○ Creates 9M clean energy jobs. It is estimated by economists at the Univ. of
Massachusetts and BlueGreen Alliance that the IRA will generate 9M
high-paying jobs over the next 10 years with close to 1M in “clean
manufacturing” (e.g. wind turbines, retooling factories and producing electric
vehicles), nearly doubling the current 13M+ U.S. manufacturing jobs.

○ Establishes incentives for companies producing clean energy projects in
“energy communities” such as West Virginia.

○ Provides tax credits to incentivize consumers and companies away from fossil
fuels (oil, coal) toward clean energy. Transportation and electricity generation
are two of the heaviest polluting components of the economy. IRA provides
financial incentives to buy electric cars, electric HVAC systems, and other forms
of cleaner technology, reducing emissions. Incentives for companies will also
encourage manufacturing with clean energy technology. These tax breaks will
reduce the consumer costs of solar, wind, batteries, cars, heat pumps, and other
clean technology.

■ Ex: For electric cars, consumers would receive a tax credit of $7,500 per
new vehicle and $4K for a used vehicle until 2032, (this may vary
depending on where the batteries were manufactured and income
limits).
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■ Ex: IRA also provides a $9B home energy rebate program for retrofits
and electrifying home appliances; $1K will be used to make public
housing more energy-efficient.

○ Sets and enforces methane limits on oil and gas companies. Methane is 86X
more powerful a greenhouse gas than carbon over a 20-year period, and it is
emitted in oil and gas production. If these companies emit above the methane
limits, penalty fees will be imposed. A royalty fee will also be imposed on all
methane extracted from public lands.

○ Prioritizes environmental justice. IRA will fund $60B in clean energy and
emissions reductions specifically for low-income and disadvantaged
communities. Community groups, governments, and tribes can also qualify for
$3B in block grants for EJ programs (e.g. cleaning up abandoned mines,
monitoring air quality, and improving extreme weather resilience). IRA also has
$3B to restore and reconnect communities that are divided by highways.

○ Reduces industrial pollution by incentivizing energy efficiency at industrial
sites to reduce their fossil fuel footprint.

○ And so much more! This is an excellent summary on the Inflation Reduction
Act's climate change actions. And if anyone thinks that the IRA is not significant
and substantive, they need to read this:
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/u-s-senate-passes-the-inflation-6295171/

● Reduces Medicare Rx Drugs and Healthcare Costs:
○ For the first time ever, Medicare will be able to negotiate lower Rx drug costs

- a huge savings for 46M senior citizens and millions of people with disabilities
with Medicare.

○ Medicare Rx drugs will be capped at $2,000 per year. The IRA caps seniors’
out of pocket spending for prescription drugs at $2K per year – no matter what
their drug bills would otherwise be.

○ Reduced healthcare costs by $800 per year. 13M Americans, covered under
the Affordable Care Act, will see their health insurance premiums reduced by
$800.

● Lowers the deficit by $102B to over $300B per Congressional Budget Office.
● Corporations will finally pay their fair share of taxes. 55 of the Fortune 500 paid no

federal income taxes in 2020 – even though they made $40B in profits.  The IRA will
end that by requiring corporations with $1B in profits to pay a minimum 15% corporate
tax. A 1% excise tax on corporations’ stock buybacks will also bring additional revenue
(more revenue than the carried interest loophole which did not make the final Senate
cut.)
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● Will everyday Americans pay more taxes like the Republicans keep saying? No.
○ Anyone making less than $400K will not pay more taxes. Note: 98.2% of

American households make less than $400K. Some Americans may also pay
less in taxes due to the tax credits available under the IRA.

○ Households making less than $100K will actually pay less through 2025.
Due to an extension of subsidies for Affordable Care Act premiums, costs will go
down for middle income households. After 2025, taxes for middle- and
low-income households will remain the same.

○ IRA also provides some tax incentives for electric cars and home-energy
efficiency which can also lower taxes.

○ Taxpayers earning at least $500K may see their taxes go up by about 1% next
year if they own stocks due to indirect tax increases tied to the corporate-tax
hikes.

American Rescue Plan (ARP) (March 2021)

Biden and Democrats passed one of the largest economic rescue plans in history to help the
Americans recover from the devastating economic and health effects of the COVID-19
pandemic and it worked. 2021 had record economic growth and we continue to see wages up
and unemployment at all-time lows in 2022. However, ARP did not just bring immediate relief,
it also delivered long-term solutions to bread-and-butter concerns and systemic inequities by
providing economic relief, reduced healthcare costs, reduced childcare costs, reduced child
poverty, reduced housing costs, expanded postpartum healthcare coverage, and protected
pensions in danger of failing. In fact, states continue to use the ARP funding to launch new
programs to their constituents. (You may even hear Republicans taking credit for these
programs despite the fact that every Republican voted against ARP.)

Key Points:
● When our economy was crashing and Americans were struggling, the American Rescue

Plan provided immediate financial relief with $1400 relief checks, hazard pay and
bonuses to frontline workers, extended unemployment benefits, mortgage/rent/housing
assistance and child care tax credit increases.

● Protected workers’ pension plans, including vulnerable union pension plans, from
failing through the Butch Lewis Emergency Pension Plan Relief Act of 2021.

● Gave billions for COVID relief assistance to state and local governments.
● Made Covid vaccines free.
● Reduced health insurance premiums and increased access to healthcare coverage.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-08-09/corporations-would-pay-more-middle-class-less-under-us-tax-bill


29

● Invested billions in small businesses and essential workers impacted by COVID.
● Increased childcare tax credits and made them fully refundable.
● Invested $120B for safe return back to school.
● Expanded postpartum care from 60 days to 12 months.
● Long-Term Impact:

○ Household cash exceeded debt for the first time in 30 years per Deutsche Bank
in April 2022.

○ The US now has the highest healthcare insurance coverage rate in history - 92%
of Americans are insured.

○ 2021 saw the fastest decline ever of unemployed Black workers and the largest
drop on record for Hispanic unemployment.

○ Families of 4 saved $2400 on healthcare insurance.
○ Low-income families saw significant gains in income: Take-home pay increased

significantly, savings account balances were 2x larger than pre-COVID and the
highest number of job opportunities in 30 years.

○ 30M children were fed through the first nationwide summer supplemental
nutrition program.

○ Before ARP, only 46% of schools were open in-person. After: 99% of schools
opened safely.

○ ARP funds are being used to hire more social workers and counselors in schools
to address children's mental health needs.

Learn More
The American Rescue Plan

● Delivered immediate financial relief to help Americans get back on their feet
through $1400 relief checks, extended unemployment benefits,
mortgage/rent/housing assistance and child care tax credit increases.

○ Provided direct payments of $1400 to individuals.
○ Extended unemployment payments and made 10K non-taxable.
○ Provided $46B in financial assistance to people behind on rent, mortgages and

utility bills, as well emergency housing and funding for tribal and rural housing
improvements.

○ Provided food and nutritional assistance which reduced food insecurity by 43%
in 2021.

○ Increased SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits which
reduced child poverty by 50%.
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○ Increased and expanded Child Tax Credit by raising benefits from $2K to $3,600
for children under 6 and $3K for children under 18; reducing income
requirements to provide for more families; and making it fully tax-refundable.

○ Increased funding for childcare and Head Start programs.
● Protected workers’ pension plans, including vulnerable union pension plans, from

failing through the Butch Lewis Emergency Pension Plan Relief Act of 2021. The
Butch Lewis Emergency Pension Plan Relief Act of 2021 was another permanent
change under ARP which provides financial assistance to struggling pension plans
through 2051, protects 2-3M workers from pension cuts, guarantees pension for 30
years and applies to 200+ multi-employer pension plans that faced insolvency. This
was particularly impactful for union pension plans.

● Provided billions to state and local governments in COVID relief assistance for local
communities and schools. This funding went to “red states” as well despite their own
GOP representatives and senators voting against it while now taking credit for it.

● Provided free Covid vaccines. 223M+ Americans received free COVID-19 vaccinations
and widespread testing which helped get Americans back to work, school and life

● Decreased healthcare costs and increased access. ARP reduced healthcare premiums
and co-pays and as a result, more Americans enrolled in healthcare plans. Specifically:

○ Under ARP, individuals saved an average of $800 per year on annual premiums.
It also reduced 14.5M American families Affordable Care Act (ACA) premiums
and allowed families of four to save an average of $200 per month, totaling
$2,400 per family per year.

○ 4 out of 5 consumers could find quality health care coverage for under $10 a
month.

● Invested in businesses and workers. Billions were and continue to be invested in small
business, farms, vital industries, restaurants and hospitality; $350B to states and tribal
land local relief efforts; $30.5 billion boost to public transit to maintain services

● Ensured more affordable childcare. Increased the Child Tax Credit and made them
fully refundable.

● Hazard pay for COVID frontline workers. Provided hazard pay and bonuses for more
than 740K workers on the front lines of the pandemic.

● Enabled a safe return back to school. $120B invested in K-12 schools for safe
reopening.  $40B for higher-ed and half was allocated solely for student financial aid.
Before ARP, only 46% of schools were open in-person. After: 99% of schools opened
safely.
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● Increased postpartum care from 60 days to 12 months. Under the ARP, states can
now offer pregnancy-related Medicaid and CHIP coverage for 12 months postpartum
up from 60 days.

● Long-Term Impact ARP:
○ Household cash exceeded debt for the first time in 30 years per Deutsche

Bank in 2022.
○ The US now has the highest healthcare insurance coverage rate in history -

92% of Americans are insured.
○ ARP delivered payments to more than 85% of all Americans – including an

additional 19+ million payments to Social Security beneficiaries and 320K
payments to veterans who would not have received these benefits under normal
tax filing requirements.

○ ARP promoted not just a historical recovery, but a more equitable one. 2021
saw the fastest decline ever of unemployed Black workers and the largest
calendar-year drop on record for Hispanic unemployment.

○ Created the first nationwide summer supplemental nutrition program —
feeding an estimated 30 million children. And to address children's mental
health needs, ARP funds are being used to hire more social workers and
counselors in schools.

○ Families saved $2400 on healthcare insurance. Families of four enrolled
through the Affordable Care Act marketplace saved an average of $2,400, and
14.5M Americans saw a reduction in their premiums.

○ Expansion of postpartum care from 60 days to 12 months remains in effect.
To date, over 250K people have gained coverage through these Medicaid
postpartum extensions.

○ Low-income families saw significant gains in income: Take-home pay
increased significantly, savings account balances were 2x larger than pre-COVID
and the most job opportunities in 30 years.

Safer Communities Act (SCA) (June 2022)

With the passage of the SCA (the first gun control bill signed into law in 30 years), Democrats
and Biden have taken a multi-prong approach to increase public safety and reduce violent
crime in the US by increasing funding for crime prevention and crime intervention; hiring more
crisis responders, social workers and police; holding police accountable; and passing sensible
gun laws to protect our children and vulnerable Americans.
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Key Points:
● The first gun control law signed into law in 30 years!
● Requires background checks for buyers under 21.
● Disarms domestic abusers by closing the “boyfriend loophole.”
● Supports state red flag laws which allow removal of firearms if a person is a threat to

themselves or others.
● Provides historic funding to address the youth mental health crisis.
● Funds anti-violence prevention and community violence intervention programs.
● Cracks down on gun trafficking by passing the first ever federal laws against interstate

gun trafficking and straw purchasing.
● Funds school violence prevention efforts, training, and safety measures.
● Provides funding for accountability programs for police, and training and hiring police.

(Note: Republicans have voted 2x against funding for police.)
● Increase public safety and reduce mass incarceration by establishing the Accelerating

Justice System Reform program.

Learn More
Safer Communities Act

● The first gun control bill passed in 30 years!
● Requires background checks. Buyers under 21 must pass a background check before

purchasing a firearm.
● Disarms domestic abusers. SCA closes the “boyfriend loophole” so if someone is

convicted of assault against a dating partner, they cannot buy a gun.
● Supports state red flag laws. These laws allow police, family members or even

doctors to petition a court to take away someone’s firearms for up to a year if they feel
that person is a threat to themselves or others.

● Funds youth mental health services. Provides historic funding to address the youth
mental health crisis and community violence intervention programs. Here’s a great
summary from Sen. Patty Murray.

● Funds anti-violence prevention and community violence intervention programs. SCA
provides critical funding for anti-violence programs to work directly with people most
likely to commit or become victims of gun crimes. These investments include:

○ Helping formerly incarcerated individuals successfully reenter society by lifting
nearly all restrictions on eligibility and access to vital federal benefits and
programs that people need to get back on their feet after leaving incarceration.

○ Referring individuals charged with only drug possession into mandatory
treatment and harm reduction services instead of incarceration.

© Democrats Deliver 2022 www.democratsdeliver.org

https://www.murphy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/bipartisan_safer_communities_act_one_pager.pdf


33

○ Increasing mental health and substance use disorder services, including by
training existing professionals to become certified in cognitive behavioral
therapy (which helps people improve their response to stress and reduce
impulsivity), trauma-informed therapy, and other evidence-based treatments
effective at addressing mental health problems, disruptive behaviors, and
exposure to or risk of violence.

○ Providing housing and other social services to individuals who are homeless.
○ Increasing job training, employment, housing, and other stabilizing services and

opportunities for people returning home from jail and prison.
● Cracks down on gun trafficking. Establishes the first ever federal laws against

interstate gun trafficking and straw purchasing to stop the flow of illegal guns into
cities.

● Provides school safety funding. SCA funds school violence prevention efforts, training,
and the implementation of safety measures at primary and secondary schools.

● Provides funding for accountability programs for police, and training and hiring
police. In addition to the $10B in funding given for public safety and policing with the
American Rescue Plan (ARP), SCA provides more funding for accountability of police,
and training and hiring police. (Note: Dems are not defunding the police and in fact,
Republicans have voted 2x against additional funding for police when every Republican
voted against ARP and the majority against SCA. )

● Increase public safety and reduce mass incarceration by establishing the
Accelerating Justice System Reform program. With nearly 2M people incarcerated,
the US has the highest incarceration rate in the world, spending $182B to lock up
nearly 1% of our adult population. Yet, it is estimated that 40% of the prison population
presents no public safety threat. The Accelerating Justice System Reform program
provides cities and states with funding to reduce incarceration rates and improve public
safety. Such efforts include: identifying non-violent situations that would be better
served by a public health response than police; repealing mandatory minimums for
non-violent crimes; expanding access to mental health and substance abuse disorder
services; hiring more crisis responders, violence interrupters, and social workers; and
increasing access to job training, education, housing, and other supportive services that
prevent crime and advance equity.

Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act (IIJA) (November 2021)

Biden and Congress passed the largest infrastructure investment in history - something Trump
promised to do and never did. IIJA will rebuild our roads, bridges and rails; reduce carbon
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emissions; expand access to clean drinking water; provide high-speed internet access for all
Americans; lower energy bill costs for Americans; address the climate crisis and environmental
justice; invest in communities that have too often been left behind; and create good paying
union and clean energy jobs. It will also help ease inflation and strengthen supply chains by
making long overdue improvements to our nation’s ports, airports, rail, and roads.

Key Points:
● Creates good paying union and manufacturing jobs in the clean energy sector.
● Provides more highway lanes to reduce traffic and better roads with fewer potholes to

reduce car repairs and car accidents.
● Improves water systems and replaces lead pipes for cleaner tap water.
● Improves public transportation and adds bike lanes to keep cyclists safe.
● Invests in high-speed internet for home and work for all Americans.
● Lowers high-speed internet cost for 40% of American households.
● Dismantles the legacy of racial discrimination in city planning.
● Builds a national network of electric vehicle (EV) chargers.
● Upgrades our power infrastructure to deliver clean, reliable energy.
● Makes our infrastructure resilient against the impacts of climate change, cyber-attacks,

and extreme weather events.
● Increases US manufacturing.
● Cleans up Superfund and brownfield pollution sites.

Learn More
Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act

● Creates good paying union and manufacturing jobs in the clean energy sector. IIJA
will create millions of jobs over the next decade in clean energy technology. The
majority of new jobs will be subject to federal rules mandating higher wages and
supporting local unions.

● Provides more highway lanes to reduce traffic and better roads with fewer potholes
which reduces car repairs and car accidents. Many US highways, major roads and
bridges are in poor condition. IIJA will renew all roads/highways repair programs for 5
years and invest an additional $110B to repair our roads and bridges. It will also make
the single largest investment in repairing and reconstructing our nation’s bridges since
the construction of the interstate highway system. IIJA also includes the first ever Safe
Streets and Roads for All program to support projects to reduce traffic fatalities.

● Replaces lead pipes and improves water systems for cleaner tap water. IIJA invests
$55B to expand access to clean drinking water for households, businesses, schools,
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and child care centers across the US, and will invest in water infrastructure and
eliminate lead pipes, including in Tribal Nations and disadvantaged communities.

● Improves public transportation and adds bike lanes to keep cyclists safe.
○ IIJA provides an $89.9B investment for public transit over the next 5 years — the

largest federal investment in public transit in history. This funding will reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, expand public transit options, replace thousands of
deficient transit vehicles, including buses, with clean, zero emission vehicles, and
improve accessibility for the elderly and people with disabilities.

○ IIJA also includes a 60% increase in transportation alternatives and provides
funding for bicycling and walking, as well as first ever requirements for states to
address bicycling and walking safety.

○ IIJA is the largest investment in passenger rail since Amtrak’s creation 50 years
ago and will create safe, efficient, and climate-friendly alternatives for moving
people and freight.

○ IIJA funds the Reconnecting Communities program which addresses historical
inequities in transportation, including rejoining communities divided by
highways.

● Expands high-speed internet for home and work for all Americans. More than 30M
Americans have subpar internet access which reduces economic, educational and
health outcomes. IIJA will invest $65B to ensure that every American has access to
reliable high-speed internet.

● Lowers high-speed internet for 40% of American households. To help lower internet
service prices up to $30 a month for 40% of households, the FCC launched the
Affordable Connectivity Program (http://getinternet.gov) which has already signed up
over 13M households for lower internet bills. It also provides a $100 discount on the
purchase of an electronic device.

● Dismantle the legacy of racial discrimination in city planning. IIJA provides funding to
rejoin neighborhoods separated by highways, improve unreliable and/or fragmented
public transportation systems, and provide internet service to marginalized and rural
communities.

● Build a national network of electric vehicle (EV) chargers. IIJA will invest $7.5B to
build a national network of EV chargers in the US and provide funding for EV chargers
along highway corridors and within communities to provide convenient charging where
people live, work, and shop.

● Upgrade our power infrastructure to deliver clean, reliable energy. Power outages
cost the U.S. economy up to $70B per year. IIJA’s $65B investment is the largest
investment in clean energy transmission and grid in our history. It will upgrade our
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power infrastructure, by building thousands of miles of new, resilient transmission lines
to facilitate the expansion of renewables and clean energy, while lowering costs.

● Make our infrastructure resilient against the impacts of climate change,
cyber-attacks, and extreme weather events. In 2020, the US experienced 22 extreme
weather and climate-related disaster events with losses costing nearly $100B. By
investing $50B to boost environmental resiliency and water reserves against droughts,
heat, floods and wildfire in addition to a major investment in weatherization, IIJA makes
our communities safer and our infrastructure more resilient to the impacts of climate
change and cyber-attacks. The legislation is the largest investment in the resilience of
physical and natural systems in American history.

● Increases US manufacturing. IIJA requires that projects funded by IIJA must be made
with material purchased and produced in the U.S.

● Clean up Superfund and brownfield pollution sites. IIJA will invest $21B to clean up
Superfund and brownfield sites, reclaim abandoned mine land and cap orphaned oil
and gas wells. These projects will remediate environmental harms, address the legacy
pollution that harms the public health of communities, create good-paying union jobs,
and advance long overdue environmental justice This will especially benefit
communities of color as 26% of Black Americans and 29% of Hispanic Americans live
within 3 miles of a Superfund site, a higher percentage than for Americans overall.

PACT Act (August 2022)

PACT Act will provide a massive expansion of benefits for 5M veterans, granting full VA
disability and healthcare benefits for veterans who suffer from illnesses due to toxic exposure
and burn pits while serving in the military. This bill was especially close to Biden’s heart given
that his son Beau died of brain cancer which was attributed to his burn pit exposure when he
served in Iraq. (Side note: In an act of political gamesmanship using veterans as the pawn,
Senate Republicans voted against the PACT Act after it passed in the House. However, after a
week of terrible press and a second vote, it passed in the Senate though 11 senators did not
vote for it -   including Romney, Lankford, Crapo, Lee, Toomey, Tillis and 6 others.

Key Points:
● Provides healthcare benefits to more than 5M vets with diseases caused by toxic

exposures while in the military.
● Provides death benefits for survivors of veterans.
● Expands health screenings for veterans.
● Extends enrollment periods for VA healthcare from 5 years to 10 years post-discharge

for post-9/11 vets and 1 year for all others.
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● Establishes the VA’s newer, easier evaluation process for getting care.
● Funds health research for toxic exposure.
● Invests in upgrades to veteran hospitals.

Learn More
● Provides healthcare benefits to more than 5M vets with diseases caused by toxic

exposures while in the military.
● Increases coverage for diseases associated with toxic exposure. 23 toxic exposure

illnesses will be added to the VA’s list of covered conditions. This significantly reduces
the amount of paperwork and need for medical exams that veterans diagnosed with
one of these conditions must complete before being granted access to health care and
disability compensation, thereby speeding up delivery of the benefits they have earned.
This list includes 11 respiratory related conditions, along with several forms of cancer,
including reproductive cancers, melanoma, pancreatic cancer, kidney cancer, and brain
cancers.

● Provides death benefits for survivors of veterans. Survivors of veterans who died due
to one of the conditions associated with military toxic exposure may now also be
eligible for benefits.

● Expands health screenings for veterans. Veterans can receive high-quality health care
screenings and services related to potential toxic exposures.

● Extends enrollment periods for VA healthcare. For post-9/11 combat veterans, the bill
extends the period of time they have to enroll in VA health care from 5 years to 10
years post-discharge. For those combat veterans who do not fall within that window,
the bill also creates a 1 year open enrollment period.

● Implements a new evaluation process for determining veteran’s exposure and
hard-to-prove diseases. The PACT Act codifies the VA’s new process for evaluating
and determining presumption of exposure and service connection for various chronic
conditions when evidence of a military environmental exposure and related health risks
are hard to prove on an individual basis. This new process has already expanded the
care for veterans.

● Funds health research for toxic exposure. The VA will conduct new studies of
veterans who served in Southwest Asia during the Gulf War and analyses of post-9/11
veterans’ health trends.

● Invests in upgrades to veteran hospitals. The bill also invests in VA health care
facilities by authorizing 31 major medical health clinics and research facilities in 19
states.
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CHIPS and Science Act (CHIPS) (August 2022)
Semiconductor chips are used in everything. During the pandemic, the US’ reliance on China for
semiconductors caused supply chain issues and raised costs on cars, computers, cell phones
and appliances.  Chips are also critical for national security. The CHIPS and Science Act, which
was widely supported by unions, the tech community and national security experts, will lower
costs for consumer goods for Americans, rebuild US semiconductor chip manufacturing, boost
manufacturing, create more jobs including over 100K+ good paying union jobs, strengthen
national security and invest in scientific research and innovation.

Key Points:
● Provides good-paying, union jobs.
● Rebuilds US microchip industry.
● Strengthens the supply chain.
● Lowers cost on consumer goods.
● Increases national security.
● Invest in scientific advancement, and expand job and educational opportunities across

the US.

Learn More
The CHIPS and Science Act

● Provides good-paying, union jobs. By investing and growing the semiconductor
industry, the CHIPS Act will create over 100K good paying union jobs by requiring
Davis-Bacon prevailing wage rates for facilities built with CHIPS funding.  The CHIPS
Act also requires recipients to demonstrate significant worker and community
investments, including opportunities for small businesses and disadvantaged
communities, ensuring semiconductor incentives support equitable economic growth
and development.

● Rebuilds US microchip industry. The US invented the semiconductor, but now only
produces about 12% of the world’s supply. Because of this, the US relies on Asia for
75% of global production. The CHIPS Act will unlock hundreds of billions more in
private sector semiconductor investment across the country, including production
essential to national defense and critical sectors.

● Strengthens the supply chain. US independence will be critical in reducing supply
chain issues for such a critical component in so many consumer products. By developing
and manufacturing chips in the US, the US will significantly improve its supply chain.
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● Lowers cost on consumer goods. By manufacturing such an essential component for
everything from cars to dishwashers to computers to cell phones to pacemakers in the
US and by improving supply chain issues, Americans will pay less for tens of thousands
of consumer goods.

● Increases national security. An essential component of high-tech weaponry and secure
communication systems, semiconductors are critical to America's defense systems.
Having to rely on foreign manufacturers means that any disruption in the supply chain
could severely impact the US’ ability to maintain secure critical infrastructure and
advanced defense systems.

● Invest in scientific advancement, and expand job and educational opportunities
across the US. In the mid-1960s, at the peak of the race to the moon, the US
government invested 2% of the GDP in research and development. By 2020, that
number had fallen to less than 1%. Economic growth and prosperity over the last 40
years has become concentrated in just a handful of urban areas.

○ The CHIPS Act will expand opportunities in science and technology across the
country by establishing a technology, innovation, and partnerships directorate at
the National Science Foundation.

○ It will also reauthorize and expand research at the Department of Energy Office
of Science and the National Institute of Standards and Technology to sustain US
leadership in the sciences and engineering.

○ CHIPS Act will invest in regional innovation and technology hubs across the
country, bringing together state and local governments, institutes of higher
education, labor unions, businesses, and community-based organizations to
create regional partnerships to develop technology, innovation, and
manufacturing sectors.

○ To ensure more people from all backgrounds and all regions and communities
around the country, especially people from under-served, and under-resourced
communities, can benefit from and participate in STEM education and training
opportunities, the CHIPS Act authorizes new and expanded investments in
STEM education and training from K-12 to community college, undergraduate
and graduate education.

Postal Service Reform Act (April 2022)

Americans rely on USPS for prescription medications, consumer products, business, and
democracy (think mail in ballots).  However, burdened by unreasonable financial mandates,
unsupported by taxpayer dollars and undermined during the Trump administration, the USPS
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almost didn’t survive 2020. Thankfully, our votes in the 2020 election saved the USPS. The
PSRA has ensured that USPS will have financial stability and longevity by adding
much-needed transparency to the Postal Service, enacting prospective Medicare integration,
ensuring six-days a week mail delivery, and repealing the unfair pre-funding mandate.

Key Points:
● Ends the crippling retiree health benefit pre-funding mandate.
● Ensures financial stability.
● Increases services offered and revenues.
● Improves efficiency and transparency. T
● Strengthens six-days a week mail delivery requirement.
● Integrates Medicare and reduces costs.

Learn More
The Postal Service Reform Act

● Ends the crippling retiree health benefit pre-funding mandate. After years of
lobbying by postal workers and advocates, the passage of the PSRA dropped a
mandate that forced the agency to cover its health care costs years in advance which
had essentially bankrupted it, slowed service, limited hours of operation and severely
reduced staffing.

● Ensures financial stability. The PSRA eliminated $107B of USPS debt.
● Increases services offered and revenues. Similar to the passport services USPS

provides, the PSRA allows the USPS to work with State, Local, and Tribal governments
to provide public services which will bring additional revenue.

● Improves efficiency and transparency. The PSRA requires USPS to set up a public
“dashboard” on its website with weekly performance data. Such information will allow
the public and the union to determine specific areas across the country in need of
additional improvements, such as hiring more employees or improving transportation
routes.

● Strengthens six-days a week mail delivery requirement. Although USPS has
delivered mail six days a week for many years, it has always been required to renew
this annually in the appropriations process which undermined stability and planning.
The Act establishes six days of delivery as a statutory mandate and no longer requires
yearly renewals.

● Integrates Medicare and reduces costs. The PSRA requires future USPS retirees to
enroll in Medicare which will save USPS approximately $22.6B over 10 years.
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Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act  (March 2022)

● This landmark federal law makes lynching a federal hate crime. It has taken 200
attempts since 1900 to get this passed!

Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization (VAWA) (March 2022)

As a senator, President Biden wrote and championed the groundbreaking Violence Against
Women Act (VAWA) that first passed in 1994.  In the nearly 30 years since, he has worked to
pass legislation to renew and strengthen VAWA three times: in 2000, 2005, and 2013.
However, in 2019, the GOP Senate majority would NOT reauthorize VAWA for the first time
since 1994.  Dems, however, passed it in 2022 by including it in the 2022 Omnibus
Reconciliation Bill and were able to extend VAWA to 2027.

Key Points - the updated VAWA provisions:
○ Expanded special criminal jurisdiction of Tribal courts to cover non-Native

perpetrators.
○ Increased services and support for sexual assault and domestic violence

survivors in underserved communities (including LGBTQI+)
○ Established a federal civil cause of action for individuals whose intimate visual

images are disclosed without their consent, allowing a victim to recover
damages and legal fees.

○ Created a new National Resource Center on Cyber Crimes Against Individuals.
○ Implemented the Fairness for Rape Kit Backlog Survivors Act, which requires

state victim compensation programs to allow sexual assault survivors to file for
compensation without being unfairly penalized due to rape kit backlogs.

○ Supported rape prevention and sexual assault survivor programs.
○ Enacted the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) Denial

Notification Act to help state law enforcement investigate and prosecute cases
against individuals legally prohibited from purchasing firearms who try to do so.

○ Updated the SMART Prevention Program and the CHOOSE Youth Program to
reduce dating violence, help children who have been exposed to domestic
violence, and engage men in preventing violence.

○ Improved the healthcare system’s response to domestic violence and sexual
assault, including through enhanced training for sexual assault forensic
examiners.
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○ Improved the healthcare system’s response to domestic violence and sexual
assault, including through enhanced training for sexual assault forensic
examiners.

COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act (May 2021)

Hate crimes against all Americans rose over 39% in 37 cities in 2021 over 2020. However,
across 21 cities there was a 224% rise of hate crimes against victims of Asian descent during
the same period, from 114 to 369.  To counter rising hate crimes, Congress passed the
COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act.

Key Points:
● Promotes the reporting of hate crimes and civil rights violations. The Act is

considered the single most significant piece of legislation to improve federal hate crime
data since the Hate Crimes Statistics Act of 1990.

● Incentivizes hate crime training and reporting. To incentivize  local and state law
enforcement agencies to fight hate, the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) will provide
funding to agencies that demonstrate a good faith effort to improve hate crime training
and the collection and reporting of hate crime data. If these agencies do not comply, the
DOJ may seek repayment of the grants.

● Seeks to improve relationships between AAPI community and police. The Act also
focuses on strengthening relationships between police and the AAPI community
through cultural competency and language training and improved hate-crime data
collection.

Ending Forced Arbitration of Sexual Assault and Sexual Harrassment Act (March 2022)

The Federal Abritration Act was amended and now gives individuals asserting sexual assault
or sexual harassment claims under federal, state or tribal law the option to bring those claims
in court even if they had agreed to arbitrate such disputes before the claims arose.

Juneteenth National Independence Day Act (June 2021)

After 25 years of lobbying by advocates like Opal Lee, President Biden signed into law the
Juneteenth National Independence Day Act, creating a federal holiday to commemorate
Juneteenth and only the 5th federal holiday. This is the first federal holiday approved since
Martin Luther King Jr.
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Victims of Crime Act (July 2021)

VCA expands the allocation of resources for the Crime Victims Fund and has resulted in an
increase of hundreds of millions of dollars of non-taxpayer funding for essential and lifesaving
services to crime victims around the country, including survivors of gender-based violence.

Omnibus Reconciliation Bill (2022)

The omnibus or reconciliation bill is a tax and spending bill that funds domestic and defense
programs and only requires a simple majority to pass (i.e. no filibuster issue). Generally,
Congress can only consider 2 reconciliation bills in a fiscal year and the reconciliation process
has only been used 22 times in 42 years. Given the obstructive GOP and filibuster issue,
Democrats have used the reconciliation process strategically to accomplish the following:

● Reauthorized the GOP-forced expiration of the Violence Against Women Act.
● Raised the maximum Pell Grant.
● Expanded childcare.
● Funded building more affordable housing.
● Launched President Biden’s cancer initiative.
● Increased active duty military service members’ salary.
● Increased domestic spending by $46B.
● Provided more COVID relief.
● Provided aid to Ukraine.
● Established new job opportunity programs for veterans.
● Provided additional funding for climate change action.
● Allocated funding to homeland security for natural disasters.
● Funded job training programs targeting increased diversity (e.g. in nursing).
● Funded various education initiatives to increase diversity and racial equity.

What’s At Stake in 2022

If Republicans Win, They Will . . . If Democrats Win, They Will . . .

● Impeach President Biden.
● Reinstate Trump’s draconian policies via

legislation
● Impose nationwide abortion ban, and prosecute

doctors, patients and others involved with
abortions.

● Protect the rights to abortion and contraception.
● Codify same-sex marriage and interracial

marriage.
● Confirm Biden’s pro-choice, pro-democracy

judicial nominees - the firewall of our democracy.
● Ban assault rifles.
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● Ban contraception, gay marriage, and end all state
rights to privacy.

● Reverse Biden’s student loan forgiveness
program.

● “Sunset” all federal legislation including the
Affordable Care Act, Social  Security, Medicare,
and SNAP benefits which means it would only be
renewed at the whims of the GOP.

● Gut Social Security and Medicare by raising
eligibility to age 70, reducing benefits,
privatization and requiring yearly renewal.

● Block Rx drug pricing reforms; end Medicare’s
ability to negotiate drug prices.

● Gut the ACA; renew exclusions/block coverage for
patients with pre-existing health conditions.

● Reverse and end all climate change actions and
legislation including Biden’s halt on drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

● Block Biden’s judicial and SCOTUS nominees and
any efforts to reform the judiciary.

● Pass anti-LGBTQI+ legislation.
● Pass pro-discrimination legislation.
● Pass anti-labor legislation.
● Expand gun rights and prevent sensible rules to

protect children and vulnerable Americans.
● Return Trump to prominence by passing

legislation to protect Trump’s and the GOP’s
interests.

● Block or reverse Biden’s executive orders on
abortion, education, climate action, consumer
protection and equality in jobs, housing and
education.

● Enact voter suppression laws; end mail-in voting.
● Enact Trumpian anti-immigration legislation

including ending DACA.
● Ban books and teaching US history.
● Block efforts to raise the minimum wage.
● Oppose Child Tax Credit to help working families.
● Eliminate any federal benefits for single mothers.
● Increase taxes on 97% of people making less than

$100K - i.e. senior citizens, working and middle
class Americans - by an average of $450/yr.

● Continue to address climate change.
● Extend the Child Tax Credit.
● Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit which

helps low- to middle-income workers and
families get a tax break.

● Cap the cost of insulin to $35.
● Reduce Rx drug prices.
● Close the Medicaid gap.
● Expand Affordable Care Act coverage.
● Protect Social Security & Medicare by passing

legislation that will save Social Security and
Medicare, expand and improve benefits for senior
citizens and ensure that it will be fully funded for
the next 75+ years.

● Expand eldercare.
● Ensure fair taxation so that teachers, nurses and

firefighters are not paying more in taxes than
billionaires.

● Invest more in affordable housing.
● Invest more in education and childcare including

universal pre-K.
● Grant Washington D.C. and Puerto Rico

statehood, adding House and Senate seats.
● Eliminate the filibuster.
● Consider court reform.
● Support teachers and schools.
● Advocate for BIPOC, LGBTQI+ and women’s

equality and rights.
● Enact an Amber alert system for active shooter

situations.
● Bar white supremacists, neo-Nazis and other

extremists from serving in the military.
● Pass the George Floyd Policing Act.
● Pass the Equal Act which would end the

distinction between crack cocaine and powder
cocaine in sentencing (harsher sentences are
given for crack cocaine vs. powder cocaine
despite no chemical differences) - a distinction
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● Cut taxes for corporations and the wealthy
(again!).

● Cut retirement benefits for veterans.
● Cut housing assistance.
● Cut school breakfast, lunch and milk programs.
● Cut SSI and SSD benefits for the elderly and

adults and children with disabilities.
● Fire 25% of the federal workforce, and reduce

federal employee pay and pensions.
● Eliminate subsidies for farmers.
● Cut funding for public education, eliminate

teacher tenure, and use taxpayer dollars for
religious and charter school vouchers.

● Allow extremist parents to dictate a school’s
curriculum for all students.

● Cut Pell Grants and student subsidies.
● Cut Head Start and pre-K funding.
● Slash programs that help low-income families

(SNAP, school lunches, Children’s Health
Insurance Program).

● Eliminate or defund the National Labor Relations
Board, Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, FBI,
IRS, EPA, CDC, FDA, the Dept of Ed, NIH, Legal
Services Corp, AmericaCorp and more.

● Impose MAGA GOP “Christianity”  on schools and
businesses.

● Prosecute Dr. Fauci, AG Merrick Garland and other
Biden Administration officials.

● Increase police power and penalties for
non-violent crimes; institute death penalty for
drug dealers.

● Deregulate to benefit corporate interests and
privatize government functions.

● Eliminate funding for local and state
governments.

● Cut funding to foreign countries.
● Ban all vaccine requirements.

Sources: RSC Blueprint to Save America, NRSC Chair and
Senator Rick Scott 11 Point Plan and public statements
by GOP politicians.

that has disproportionately impacted
communities of color for decades.

● Pass the Dream Act, codify DACA and promote
immigration reform.

● Pass the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement
Act and the For the People Act voting rights
legislation.

● Pass Build Back Better which would deliver
universal pre-k, affordable childcare, good green
and union jobs, and paid family and medical
leave.

● Pass anti-price gouging by oil companies.
● Legalize weed.
● Continue delivering wins for all Americans

regardless of political party or identity.
● Continue providing solutions to address income

inequality and systemic racism for all Americans.
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All Hands on Deck (Or, why we have to do more than vote if we want to
win!)

Democrats have the numbers. We just have to GOTV.  Here’s what we need to elect a
majority that will accomplish even more:

● Hold our 50 Senate seats (including competitive races in AZ, GA, NV) and gain 2-4
more seats (PA, NC, FL, WI) for a strong Democrat-majority.

● Hold our 219 House seats and win nearly all of the 33 competitive House seats for a
strong Democratic-majority.

● Win as many of the 88 state legislative chambers up for reelection as possible because
that is where critical decisions on our freedoms and rights, including voting and
abortion rights will be decided. Currently, the GOP controls 62 and Democrats control
36.

Every vote really counts. In election after election, we’ve seen how the winner is determined
by as little as a few hundred votes. So when we say every vote counts, it’s true. Take a look:

● In 2000, Gore won the popular vote by 500K, but lost the Electoral College by 537.
● In 2016, Hillary Clinton won the popular vote by nearly 3M, but lost the Electoral

College by less than 80K.
● In 2020, Joe Biden won the popular vote by over 7M, but won the Electoral College by

only 42K votes.
● In 2000 and 2016, voter turnout was below 55%. In 2020 - a record year of 66% -

one-third of eligible voters did not vote (that’s 82M eligible voters and 10M registered
voters that did not vote).

● In the 2010 and 2014 midterms, voter turnout was abysmal at 42% and 37%
respectively. In 2010 alone, Democrats lost control of 6 governorships and 700 state
legislature seats. These losses gave the Republicans majorities in all levels of
government - predominately in Swing States (Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin,
and Florida) which allowed them to gerrymander and pass voter suppression laws.

● In the 2018 midterms, we had record turnout (at 50%) and picked up critical seats for a
House majority.  Imagine if we had turned out 55% of voters - we would have also won
the Senate and state legislatures.

But what if I live in a blue state or a red state where my vote doesn’t matter? Voting is about
building political power. It’s a chess move that requires looking beyond the immediate election
or legislative results. Even if you are in a blue or red state, your vote matters up and down the
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ballot - in the local, state, and federal elections.  Just look at what has happened since Roe v.
Wade was overturned by the Supreme Court.

● In 5 special elections, Democrats were expected to lose and/or perform poorly and
instead, we significantly overperformed by an average of +7.

● Voters in ruby-red Kansas rejected the abortion ban by +18 pts with support from 20%
of Republican voters.

● In NY-19, Democrat Pat Ryan beat a Republican who had been polling +5-8 pts higher
in this purple district.

● In the Alaska House race, Mary Peltola beat Sarah Palin and will be the first Democrat
to hold statewide office in 50 years. Keep in mind that Alaska went for Trump by +10
pts in 2020 and we didn’t even flip that seat in the 2018 blue wave.

Leave no voter behind. Democracy only exists if we participate in it. We do this by voting and
getting others to vote. The majority of the 82M eligible voters that did not vote in 2020 -
despite record turnout (66%) - are likely Democratic voters (women, people of color, young
people) whose votes and voices have been suppressed and/or ignored. And with each voter
suppression law Republican-state legislatures pass, it gets harder to vote which is why we all
must make protecting our democracy a priority.

Make a commitment to volunteer regularly over the next two months. The one thing that
will be the death of our democracy is apathy. If the GOP wins in 2022 and 2024, our ability to
hold democratic elections will end. 2020 was a test-run that was poorly executed, but it won’t
happen again. We cannot afford to sit on the sidelines and hope someone else will take care of
it. If we do the work, we can win. We just need to do it.

Start with your networks. Grassroots organizers are working to register eligible voters and get
them to the polls, but they need our help because nothing moves the needle like relational
organizing. (Relational organizing is reaching out to your network through phone, text, email or
in person and making sure they are registered to vote and that they actually vote.)

● Ask all the young people you know if they are registered to vote. If not, help them get
registered. Only 50% of young people (18-25 yrs old) voted in 2020.

● Have friends or kids who live abroad? Make sure they register to vote and get their
ballots. It is estimated that 3M eligible voters live abroad, but only 7.8% voted in 2020.
Here’s a link for those voters.

● Sign up NOW with a Dem grassroots organizing orgs to get on their mailing list for
volunteer opportunities happening. Also, great to donate to these GOTV organizations!

○ Swing Left
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○ PoweredxPeople
○ Voto Latino
○ Black Voters Matter
○ Fair Fight
○ Vote Save America
○ Indivisible
○ Voters of Tomorrow
○ Sister District

If you have never phone-banked, text-banked, wrote postcards or knocked on doors, here’s
what has helped us get over our reluctance to volunteer.

● Know your why. For us, each call is about making sure each person knows that their
vote and voice matters. It’s about a better future not just for the next few years, but for
the next 10-20 years and which candidate is most likely to lead us toward that better
future.

● Be authentic. Organizers will always give you a script, but adapt it so it sounds like you.
We always do two things when we call voters or knock on doors: 1) We apologize for
bothering them since most people do not like getting political calls and it usually helps;
and 2) We always say something like: “I’m a volunteer with X and we’re just calling
around to make sure everyone gets out and votes.” We like to start general before
getting specific. Figure out what works for you and do that.

● One vote can make all the difference. Don’t give up! It can take many, many hours to
get that one vote. It’s worth it. Even if you only got one voter to vote in this election
cycle, that would make a difference - especially in a Swing State!

Volunteering delivers Democratic wins. In 2018, first-time volunteers all over the country
came together to GOTV and delivered a Democratic House majority for the first time since
2010! In 2020, despite massive voter suppression by the GOP, we not only elected Biden (the
first time in decades that an incumbent has not won), we held the House and flipped the
Senate with a record high turnout due to a massive GOTV and fundraising effort.

VOLUNTEERING MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE!
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We Are the Messengers

Your democracy needs you! The MAGA Republicans have a right wing media empire funded
by their billionaires. Democrats do not. They have us. We are the messengers, and that is our
greatest strength.

We have to bridge the information gap. Most of us scroll through front page news, often just
reading headlines to get a sense of things. Unfortunately, what drives clicks and revenue for
media companies is outrage (they made a lot of money when Trump was in office) so the top
headlines tend to be negative and at times, repeat GOP talking points. So many people have a
distorted picture. For example:

● A majority of Americans believed that the US economy LOST jobs in 2021 when we
had a record job recovery.

● A majority of Americans believe that Republicans are better for the economy when, in
fact, 9 of the last 10 recessions occurred under a GOP president and the stock market
has always done better under Dems than Rs.

● Until recently, the media’s coverage of Biden has been very negative despite delivering
so many wins and as a result, the public’s approval of Biden’s has been shockingly low.
A number of journalists have even called out the media on their bias and a recent study
found that the coverage of Biden was more negative than Trump. (See also articles from
Perry Bacon Jr., Dana Milbank, Jennifer Rubin and Kirsten Powers.)

We voters must amplify Dem messaging. It is on all of us to use our social media and voices
to make sure voters understand what’s at stake and what the Biden-Harris Administration and
Democrats have already accomplished. (Here’s a link to our favorite sources for facts and
messaging.)

Dems suck at messaging. Let’s put to rest the cliche that Dems are bad at messaging once
and for all. They are not.  We have a big tent – AOC to Manchin – so there is no
one-size-fits-all messaging for the most part. And the mainstream media does not work for
Democrats so if that’s where you look for “Dem messaging,” you will not find it. (See Dan
Pfeiffer’s article for more.)

Upshot: It is time to speak up even if it means we have to be uncomfortable because if we
don’t and we lose in November, it’s going to make the Trump years look like a cakewalk.
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Messaging Starter Pack

Friends and Family Plan 2022. Research shows that people are much more persuaded by
friends and family than they are politicians. Also there's way more of us than Dem politicians
so whether it's on social media, at the dinner table or a BBQ - when you share what you value
- you can make a difference. Also, since most people do not follow politics closely and can be
easily swayed by disingenuous, clickbait headlines, it is critical to counter the narrative when it
comes up in conversation because nothing spreads faster than negativity and apathy, and
apathy is the way the MAGA GOP wins.

Uplift Democrats' accomplishments. The MAGA GOP does not have to pass even one voter
suppression bill if they can convince voters that nothing ever changes.  Apathy is how fascism
wins. So, when you talk to friends and family, or when posting on social media, focus on what
we have accomplished and what we can do. Even more importantly, why it matters to you. Skip
the doom-and-gloom. It only helps the GOP.

Adapt to your audience. There is no one-size fits all approach to messaging. Your friends may
prioritize reproductive rights; your relatives may care more about inflation. Seniors are focused
on Social Security and healthcare; young people on climate change, mental health and mass
shootings. Figure out what’s important to your friends and family and tailor it to them.

Start with shared values. A lot of times messaging leads with a problem, moves to a solution,
and ends with a call to action. This works for some of us, but many Americans are tired of
hearing about problems. Instead start with shared values which has proven to be much more
effective at shifting opinions. Ex: No matter our color, background, or party, most of us value
our freedom.

Identify the villains. It is important to be specific and not make general statements like “Roe
was overturned” or people “will lose Medicare coverage”. Someone made policy decisions that
led to Roe being overturned and people losing Medicare. Ex: MAGA Republicans have pledged
to cut Social Security and Medicare if they win in November. The GOP Supreme Court Justices
have taken away women’s right to abortion.

Go to the source. You don’t need to be original. There are elected Dems, Dem allies and Dem
orgs doing the research and finding the right words. Share their work, amplify their voices and
contribute your own perspective on why this matters. (See our list of favorite sources in
Resources.)
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Twitter - hear us out! Twitter is one of the best places to find sharp and concise messaging
points. Elected Dems, grassroots organizers, GOTV orgs – they know how to message. Our
suggestion is to set up an account if you don’t have one for just the next two months.

Use your social media platforms - especially Facebook!

● If you have Facebook, time to use it. Facebook is the MOST popular social media
platform used by registered voters. There are 3x as many voters on Facebook than on
Twitter and Instagram - Trump’s 2016 campaign said he would not have won without
Facebook and their algorithms.

● Don’t let disinformation win. Right-wing disinformation campaigns are very effective
on Facebook because Republican voters like, comment, and repost. The FB algorithms
reward repetition, and it is how disinformation catches like wildfire. (see why Nazis
propaganda was so effective).

● The assignment. Many pro-democracy voters only use Facebook for birthday wishes,
vacation photos, and celebrating kids’ accomplishments. We get it. Posting about
politics can be uncomfortable. But you know what is more uncomfortable? Republicans
forcing children who have been raped to give birth. Or having 65M senior Americans
lose Social Security and Medicare. Or having all federal legislation “sunset” after 5
years - which means saying goodbye to the Affordable Care Act, climate change
legislation and so much more if the MAGA GOP has its way.
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